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31Mar. Advaita philosophy 

 (         ) 

 Advaita Vedanta (          ), a profound 
philosophical system established by Sri Adi 

Sankaracharya (                ), teaches the principle 

of non-duality (    ). 

           ,                                एक गहन 

     नक       ह ,      (non-duality) क         क         

ह   

 Its central doctrine asserts that there exists only 

one ultimate reality, known as Brahman (  ). 

   क  क             ह       ह   क क    एक ह    म    ह , 

        कह       ह   

 This reality is infinite (    ), formless 

(      /       ) and beyond all attributes. 

  ह        ,       /        ह  औ      ग            ह   

 According to this philosophy, the individual self 

(Atman (   )) is not different from Brahman (  ); both 

are essentially one and the same. 

       न क   न    ,    ग      (   ) औ     म  क   

     नह   ह ;   न   म         एक ह  ह   

 A key concept in Advaita (    ) is Maya (    ) — the illusion that makes the world appear 

diverse and separate. 

      म  एक मह                   ह  —  ह  म          क        औ    ग-  ग        ह   

 This illusion, rooted in ignorance (     ), prevents individuals from realising the underlying 
unity of existence. 

  ह  म,          म   न ह  ह ,        क       क  म   एक   क   म न       क   ह   

 In a discourse, Smt. Desa Mangaiyarkarasi (                      ) illustrated that when a 

person is asleep and dreaming, he may experience various situations — pleasant or 
unpleasant, joyful or distressing. 

 एक    न म ,                        न         क    क           ह  ह    ह  औ    न        ह , 

    ह                  क   न    क   क   ह  —             ,  न  म            क  

 These experiences feel real within the dream. 

     न      न  क            क      ह    ह   

 However, upon waking, the individual recognises that the dream was merely an illusion, and 
their perception changes entirely. 

    कन   गन          म    ह   क   न  क    एक  म   , औ    क               ह          ह   

 This analogy is used to explain the nature of reality. 

      म  क      ग      क   क      क   म  न  क    ए  क        ह   

 Just as the dream appears real until one awakens, the world appears divided and separate 

due to ignorance (     ). 

        न    गन   क      क  ग   ह ,      क         क  क                  औ    ग       

     ह   

 In truth, there is only one unified existence. 

      म , क    एक ह  एक क        ह   

 Similarly, there may be various ornaments in different shapes, sizes, and forms, but the 

common thing in all of them is the gold (    ). 

      क  ,        क  ,  क   औ     क        ह   क   ह ,    कन  न     म   म न         ह  

ह    ह   
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31Mar. Earliest Census data set to be available in 2027; India has fewer 
villages than during Census 2011 

                       2027             ;         2011                       

           

  As Census 2027 is being conducted digitally, most of the data gathered during the process 
will be published in 2027, Mritunjay Kumar Narayan, Registrar General and Census 
Commissioner of India, said on Monday. 

     क        2027              क      ह  ह ,     ए       क      न एक       क         

2027 म   क      क     एग ,   म    क                       औ                       

             न  कह   
 He said the caste enumeration methodology for the second phase was yet to be finalised, 

and officials were studying multiple suggestions received on the subject. 

     न  कह   क           क    ए                        म    नह      ग  ह , औ     क       

            क          क     न क   ह  ह   

 Data shared by Census officials show that compared with Census 2011, there has been a 
decrease in the number of villages by over 1,000 and an increase in urban settlements — 

statutory towns and Census towns. 

                              कए गए   क         ह   क        2011 क     न  म  ग      क  
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     म  1,000         क  कम     ह  औ              —      नक नग  औ   नग न  नग  — म  

        ह   

 From Census 2011, the number of States and Union Territories increased by one to 36; 
districts from 640 to 784, an increase of 144; sub-districts by 1,102 — from 5,990 to 7,092; 
statutory towns by 1,087 — from 4,041 to 5,128; and census towns by 688 — from 3,892 to 
4,580. 

  नग न  2011 क            औ                   क         क  36 ह  ग ;      640    784 ह  

गए,   न  144 क      ;   -     1,102   क  5,990    7,092 ह  गए;      नक नग  1,087   क  

4,041    5,128 ह  गए; औ   नग न  नग  688   क  3,892    4,580 ह  गए  

 The number of villages declined by 1,030, from 6,40,932 in 2011 to 6,39,902, according to 

the administrative unit data presented by the Commissioner. 

                     नक  क   क    क    क   न     ग      क       1,030 घ क  2011    

6,40,932    6,39,902 ह  ग   

  Mr. Narayan said West Bengal was the only State that had not notified the Census process, 
and while deliberations were on with the State government, it had time till September 30 to 

carry out the exercise. 

    न      न  कह   क            एकम             न   नग न        क           नह    क   ह , 

औ        क   क           -  म       ह  ह ,         30         क  ह            क न  क   म  

ह   

 This would be the first digital Census, first to enumerate caste and first to allow a self-
enumeration option to respondents. 

  ह  ह                 ह ग ,  ह      म       क  ग न  ह ग  औ   ह      म            क  

   -           म  ग   

 The data keyed in during self-enumeration would be verified by enumerators during door-to-

door visit and the option was only available for residents living in India, he said, allaying 
concerns of data manipulation. 

    -     क      न     गए      क  घ -घ    क  ग न क                   क     एग  औ   ह 

  क  क         म   हन        न        क    ए      ह ग ,     न  कह ,                      क  

        क       क   ग    

  “As per the Census Act 1948, the Census data are confidential and the respondents are to 

answer to the best of their knowledge. 

 “               1948 क   न    ,  नग न              ह    ह  औ            क    न  

    म   नक    क   न           न  ह    ह   

 Only aggregate data is released, an individual‟s data cannot be shared with States or even 
the judiciary and do not also come under the purview of the Right to Information Act (RTI). 

 क                       क        ह ,  क       क                       क  क           नह   

 क       क   औ   ह                         (RTI) क        म     नह        

  Census data cannot be used to provide reservation benefits to any individual,” Mr. Narayan 
said, while addressing a press conference before the first phase of Census kicks off on April 
1 in certain States. 

  नग न       क      ग  क       क             न  क    ए नह    क       क  ,”    न      न  

कह ,       क         म  1             ह न        ह           ह       क      क          क   ह      

  He said Census data were beyond the “scope of investigation.” 

     न  कह   क  नग न            क             ह  ह   

 16 languages 

 16        

 Mr. Narayan said the self-enumeration portal, available in 16 languages, would be live from 
April 1 to 15 for residents of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Goa, Karnataka, Sikkim, 
Odisha, Lakshadweep, Mizoram and the NDMC and Delhi Cantonment areas. 

    न      न  कह   क    -          ,    16        म       ह , 1         15       क 

       औ                  ,     ,       ,      ,      ,      ,        औ  NDMC 

                        क   न        क    ए       ह ग   
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  Self-enumeration option would be available 15 days before the first phase of Census — the 
House Listing Operations (HLO) begins. 

    -ग न    क   नग न  क   ह       —             ऑ       (HLO) —     ह न     15   न 

 ह        ह ग   

 The window for the first phase is April 1-September 30 for all States. 

  ह       क                 क    ए 1         30         क ह   

 The second phase — population enumeration where each individual‟s information in the 
household, such as religion, caste etc. would be asked, would be conducted in February 
2027. 

           —            ,    म         क     क     क    नक          म ,               

  एग  —       2027 म          क     एग   

  “People can use mobile phones and laptops to fill in the data,” he said. 

 “  ग        न  क    ए            औ         क      ग क   क   ह ,”     न  कह   
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31Mar. 50% LS seat hike plan skewed against South: Telangana CM 

 50%                                            :          CM 

 If the Centre‟s proposal is applied uniformly, the five southern States collectively will gain 66 
seats, while the northern States will see an increase of roughly 142 seats, says Revanth 
Reddy. 

     क   क        म न         ग   क        ह ,                     म  हक       66          

क  ग ,    क            म   ग ग 142       क       ह ग ,                न  कह   

 Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy has criticised the Union government‟s 
proposal to increase the number of Lok Sabha seats by a blanket 50% across all States, 

asserting that the move will disproportionately benefit northern States while leaving southern 
States politically marginalised. 

                      .            न            म               क       म   म न       50%      

क  क     क   क       क      न  क  ह ,  ह कह    ए  क  ह क म            क    म न       

      ग     क             क     न   क       ह               ग   

‗Existing disparities‘ 

 ‗                ‘ 

 In the delimitation proposals of the Centre, the total strength of the Lok Sabha is anticipated 
to rise from the current 543 seats to 816, an addition of 273 seats, he said in an informal chat 

with presspersons. 

 क   क       मन        म ,        क  क           म न 543            क  816 ह न  क       न  

ह ,    273       क       ह ,     न    क         न      क        म  कह   

 Mr. Reddy said that Uttar Pradesh currently has 80 MPs and it would go up to 120 with a 
50% increase. 

         न  कह   क          म     म न म  80       ह  औ  50%      क       ह   क  120 ह  

  एग   

 Telangana, now with 17 seats, would go up to just 26. 

         ,    म      17      ह ,   क  क    26 ह    एग   

 Under the existing framework, the difference between the two States is 63 seats; under the 
50% model, it would expand to 94 seats, giving undue advantage and influence to U.P. 

 म            क   ह ,   न         क           63       क  ह ; 50%      क   ह   ह   क  94       

 क ह    एग ,                  क   न         औ        म  ग   

 Tamil Nadu (39 seats), Karnataka (28), Andhra Pradesh (25) and Kerala (20) would see 

increases proportionate to their existing allocations but remain significantly behind larger 
northern States, he pointed out. 

          (39     ),        (28),          (25) औ       (20) म   नक  म          न क  

 न          ह ग ,    कन                      क          ह ग ,     न         

 If the 50% model is applied uniformly, the five southern States collectively would gain around 
66 seats, increasing their total from 129 to 195. 

     50%       म न         ग   क        ह ,                    म क   ग ग 66          

क  ग ,        नक  क        129         195 ह    एग   

 The relative imbalance is the core problem as the Hindi-belt and northern States would see a 
rise of roughly 142 seats, Mr. Reddy said. 

             न म    म   ह      क           औ             म   ग ग 142       क       ह ग ,    

     न  कह   

 “There is no objection to increasing the number of Assembly seats in States but Parliament 

is a different ball game,” he added. 

     न  कह , “      म                 क          न     क        नह   ह ,    कन      एक   ग 

म म   ह  ” 
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31Mar. Opposition walks out as BJP MP 
alleges OBC quota ‗misuse‘ 

               ,                OBC 

        ‗       ‘               
  Mr. Laxman alleged that States such as 

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Kerala and 
Telangana— all of them Opposition ruled— had 
extended OBC reservations to Muslim communities 
in violation of constitutional provisions. 

        न        ग     क कन   क,   म न   ,    म 

  ग  , क    औ      ग न          —                   

ह — न         नक      न   क     घन क     ए म   म 

 म       क  OBC           ह   

  He argued that the Constitution does not 
permit reservation on religious grounds. 

     न   क        क       न    म क              क  

 न म   नह         

  “Unfortunately, reservations meant for 
socially and educationally backward OBCs are now 
being extended on the basis of religion,” he said. 

 “        ,   म   क औ       क             OBC क  

  ए  न                म  क                   ह  ह ,” 

    न  कह   

  His speech was drowned in protests from 
the Opposition benches. 

  नक                   क        क         ग    

   

  The Leader of the House and Union Health 
Minister J .P. Nadda strongly backed Mr. Laxman‟s 
intervention, accusing the Opposition members of 
disrupting proceedings and abandoning all 
parliamentary norms. 

   न क  न    औ  क         म      .  . न   न         

क  ह     क          म  न  क   औ                 

क     ह        क न                 म        क     न  

क        ग     
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31Mar. The continued pursuit of the perfect election 

                           
 Over 25 lakh election o•cials will serve a 17.4 crore electorate in these elections, making 

it one o•cial for every 70 electors. 

  न   न     म  25                           17.4               क       क  ग ,   न  ह  70 

                        

 The number includes 8.5 lakh security personnel and 49,000 micro observers. 

   म  8.5               औ  49,000       ऑ        म  ह   

 In the midst of doubts being raised over the neutrality of officials, Section 28A of the 
Representation of the People Act binds their allegiance solely to the Election Commission 
of India (ECI). 

    क       क                   न  क     ,                             28A     क    

                  (ECI) क            ह  न    ह   

 Over 1,100 central observers have already moved to the Assembly constituencies to make 

sure that nothing goes wrong. 

 1,100                           न          म    न    कए      क  ह     क    क    ह     क     

ह   



                      
 

  

P
ag

e9
 

The four ‗M‘ challenge 

    ‗M‘           

 The ECI has said that these elections will be violence and inducement free. 

ECI न  कह  ह   क      न         औ            ह  ग   

 During the 2024 general election, the ECI had declared a war on the 4Ms — ‗Money‘, 
‗Muscle‘, ‗Misinformation‘ and ‗Model Code of Conduct (MCC)‘ violations. 

2024             क      न, ECI न  4Ms — ‗Money‘, ‗Muscle‘, ‗Misinformation‘ औ  ‗MCC 

     ‘ क             न           

 With strong security and practically indestructible electronic voting machines, elections in 
India have been largely free from open threats of muscle power; but polarised campaigns 

and the desperation of some political parties continue to pose challenges to the conduct of 
peaceful elections. 

म           औ   ग ग                              क  क         म    न   क    ह   क     

        म    ह  ह ;    कन                औ  क      न   क      क  ह                      

      क    ए   न     न     ह   

  ह     क  ह       ECI            म  ह  —      न      कम ह न     हए,    कन        न    ह   

 The ECI has ordered round-the-clock live webcasting of all polling stations. 

ECI न      म   न क     क  24                     क            ह   

 Electoral inducements, in cash or kind, have long persisted in electoral politics irrespective of 

concerns being expressed in important fora from time to time, court observations and 
sporadic public debates. 

                                       म       न       न    म  म     ह ,     ह         म -

 म                ग  ह   

 Cash transfers from governments to targeted groups just before the announcement of polls is 
routine — in these elections as well — with the ECI again clarifying that its ruling commences 
only after the MCC comes into force. 

  न   घ          क  ह         म ह   क                                  ह  —  न   न     म  

   —    क ECI न      क   ह   क   क   न     क    MCC                      ह    ह   

 Campaign freebies abound, and party manifestos often •flout •fiscal logic in a free-for-all 

manner. 

  न                (freebies)        म  ह , औ       घ                         क  

 न     क    ह   

 Moves by the Supreme Court of India and the ECI to rein in the „promise bazaar‟ have 
made little headway. 

           औ  ECI      „               ‟ क   न      क न  क         क           नह      ह   

 Enforcement agencies monitor polling areas closely, aiming to catch bribes in action and 
tracking the in•ow of cash, liquor, drugs, and other goodies including digital 
transactions. 

    न ए        म   न       क  क    नग  न  क    ह ,    क       क   क  औ     ,     ,     

औ           (                  ) क     ह    न       क   

 In the 2024 general election, the authorities seized over ₹10,000 crore worth of 
inducement material countrywide, almost three times the amount seized in 2019. 

2024             म     क       न           म  ₹10,000                                क , 

   2019                          

 The ECI has now banned political advertisements in the print media on poll day and one 
day prior to poll day unless pre-certified. 

ECI न     म   न      औ       एक   न  ह                                               ग  

     ह ,     क  क        -       न ह    

 A voluntary code of ethics for social media platforms — to prevent spurious use — has 
been only moderately effective, so poll officials aim to hold candidates‟ accounts more 
accountable for content and expenditure, tighten offline media regulation, and swiftly 
counter fake news and deepfakes on digital media. 

     म           म  क    ए एक     क             —       ग   कन  क    ए — क          

             ह  ह ,     ए    क              क        क     क          न न , ऑ      

              क     क न  औ                   क          म क     क न  क       क   ह  ह   
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 Over the past one and a half decades, the ECI‟s SVEEP programme has enhanced voter 
engagement. 

              म  ECI क  SVEEP                           न  म   ह  क  ह  ह   

 Collection of votes from the homes of electors over 85 years and persons with disabilities 

is a standout measure. 

85                             औ                क  घ     म   न क         एक मह      

 ह  ह   

 Facility to deposit mobile phones at polling booths and ensuring colour photographs of 
candidates and larger font size on the EVM ballot are citizen-friendly innovations. 

म   न क                                  औ  EVM                                       

न ग  क   क    ए  न क   न      ह   
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31Mar. Ensuring federalism within delimitation 

                                    

Delimitation and Population Debate 

        औ             

 Article 81 of the Constitution states that seats should be distributed among States and 
within constituencies based on population such that “the ratio between the number and 

the population of the State is, so far as practicable, the same for all States”. 

                  81 कह   ह   क       क              औ                                  
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       क   ह न     हए  क “    क   न     औ        क   न                       क    ए  म न 

ह  ” 

 That ratio was similar in 1951 and 1971, since State populations had not diverged much. 

 ह  न     1951 औ  1971 म   ग ग  म न        क       क   न     म            नह       

 The 84th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2002 extended the freeze on the number of seats 
in Parliament and State Legislatures from 2000 to 2026, stating that, “keeping in view the 
progress of family planning programmes… as a motivational measure… for population 

stabilisation.” 

84                          , 2002 न       औ      न      म        क            क क  2000 

   2026  क      ,    क                        क      हन  म    

 The Census results will be declared by October 2028, after which the Delimitation 
Commission (DC) will be constituted. 

 नग न  क       म       2028  क घ     ह  ग ,    क                   (DC) क  ग न ह ग   

 As per the •ndings of the NFHS-3 (2005-06), in 2005, nine States (Himachal, Punjab, Delhi, 
Goa, Andhra incl Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu) had achieved a TFR of 2.1 or 
less. 

NFHS-3 (2005-06) क   न    , 2005 म  9       ( हम   ,      ,     , ग   ,    -    ग न , कन   क, 

क   ,   म न   ) न  2.1            TFR ह     क           

 By 2021, most major States had achieved a TFR of 2.1 except five States (Bihar, U.P., 
Jharkhand, Meghalaya and Manipur). 

2021  क    क          न  2.1 TFR ह     क      , क    5     (     ,     ,       ,       , 

      )       ह गए  

 Clearly, while there was an improvement in the TFR across the country, the mean TFR 
among States below the national mean was 1.64, while for States above it was 2.38. 

   ह   क         ,    कन        औ      न          क  औ   TFR 1.64 औ  ऊ              क  

2.38  ह   

 Thus, States above the national mean in NFHS-5 (2019-21) are still 45% higher in fertility 

rates than early achievers. 

    क  , NFHS-5 (2019-21) म         औ      ऊ              क    नन                     

   45%      ह   

 Therefore, based on the 2002 amendment, it is suggested that seat allocation after Census 
2026 should also be partially based on this differential performance. 

    ए 2002        क         , 2026        क              न म                क       न 

म    न     हए  

 To arrive at the number of seats allotted per State, the Delimitation Commission (DC) could 
propose a formula based on population size and Demographic Performance (DemPer). 

      क         न  क    ए              (DC)        औ  DemPer क                न  

 क   ह   

 No change is to be made to the existing 543 Lok Sabha seats (2024); the DemPer 
principle applies only to additional seats. 

2024    543       म  क         नह   ह ग ; DemPer        क    न             ग  ह ग   

 This ensures that the population principle remains dominant. 

                           म    न   ह ग   

 There are two dimensions to DemPer: 

DemPer क        म ह : 

 Early achievement (TFR ≤ 2.1 before 2005) should be given 10% weightage. 

 ह         (2005         TFR ≤ 2.1) क  10%            ए  

 Rate of decline in TFR between 2005–2021 should be given 90% weightage. 

2005–2021 क      TFR म   ग     क     क  90%            ए  

 The outcome is that all States gain seats, with more populous States gaining more in 
absolute numbers. 

  क       म  ह ह ग   क           क        म  ग , औ                                 

      म  ग   



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
3 

 At the same time, States that performed well in population stabilisation do not lose their 
seat share. 

    ह ,                            क                         

 This is termed as fair federalism. 

                   कह  ग   ह   

 Federal stability matters as much as electoral arithmetic. 

              न  ह  मह      ह     न               

 Applying DemPer would balance democratic equality with federal fairness, reduce 
regional resentment, and improve representation quality. 

DemPer                               औ            क           न  न ग ,              

      औ      न      ह   ह ग   

 The average population per seat in 1971 was 10–11.1 lakh, when India‟s population was 
about 541 million. 

1971 म           न     10–11.1       ,    क    न     541            

 

 
31Mar. On the implications of euthanasia 

                     

 The recent judgment by the Supreme Court in Harish Rana v. Union of India (2026) has 
raised questions regarding the ethical, legal, and social implications (ELSI) of passive 

euthanasia. 

ह   ह  म             क  Harish Rana               (2026)       न   न       म    क       , 

       औ                 (ELSI)            ए ह   

 Euthanasia is related to the right to die with dignity, recognised in Common Cause v. 
Union of India (2018). 

        क                                       ह ,      2018    Common Cause     म  

म        ग   
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 The court held that the right to die with dignity is linked to quality palliative care. 

      न  कह   क ग  म  क      म    क     क                              ह   

 In the Harish Rana case, the court allowed withdrawal of Clinically Assisted Nutrition and 
Hydration (CANH) for the first time. 

Harish Rana     म   ह       CANH                    ग   

 The court in Common Cause (2018) held that this right is part of Article 21 (Right to Life). 

Common Cause (2018) म        न             21 (              ) क   ह   म न   

 Passive euthanasia and Advance Medical Directives (living wills) were recognised in 
Aruna Shanbaug v. Union of India (2011). 

              औ             क  Aruna Shanbaug     (2011) म  म      म    

 Later, Common Cause (2023) simplified the procedure for passive euthanasia. 

    म  Common Cause (2023) न        क       न     

 The court removed the requirement of two medical boards and mandatory judicial 
oversight in every case. 

      न                 औ  ह  म म   म                क    न       ह     

 The guidelines emphasised patient autonomy, allowing refusal of life-sustaining treatment. 

नए     - न      म                             ग   औ                                

             ग   

Ethical Questions 

         

 A key question is whether passive euthanasia is ethical. 

म      ह   क                            

 Birth and death are natural processes, and interference may be seen as unnatural. 

   औ  म                    ह , औ  ह     क           म न      क   ह   

 However, life is lived in society where dignity is essential. 

   कन    न  म   म            ह   ह                     

 Thus, life can be viewed as more sociological than biological. 

    ए    न क     क                                 

 The principle of autonomy gives patients (or kin) the right to make decisions. 

                   ग  (       न) क   न      न  क     क        ह   

 The principle of beneficence focuses on the patient‘s benefit. 

          (beneficence)   ग  क         क     ह   

 The principle of non-maleficence ensures that no harm is caused. 

          (non-maleficence)    न    क    ह   क                  

 The principle of justice ensures that no injustice is done to the patient. 

                 न    क    ह   क   ग  क                 

Theory of Double Effect and Ethical Justification 

                औ        औ    

 Apart from these principles, we may look at the decision from the viewpoint of the Theory of 
Double Effect proposed by St. Thomas Aquinas. 

 न          क       ,     न    क                                     क     क         

         क   ह   

 According to this theory, every action creates two e•ects, and the one that is less harmful 
or bene•cial should be considered ethical. 

          क   न    , ह       क          ह    ह , औ                                 ह , 

 ह  न   क म न       ह   

 In passive euthanasia, the action — withdrawal of life support or CANH — leads to two 
e•ects. 

 न       म    म                                                    ह    ह   

 First, the death of the patient, and second, relief from su•ering. 

 ह  ,             , औ       ,             
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 If the decision is taken without malice, the act can be considered ethical as the patient is 

relieved of pain. 

     न                  क       ग   ह ,        न   क म न      क   ह      क   ग  क           ह  

 म    ह   

Social implications 

             

 The right to die with dignity in India re•ects a progressive yet cautious approach due to 
changing societal values. 

     म  ग  म  क      म न  क     क                       क  क                  

                   क         ह   

 This shift is from rigid moral traditions to a more compassionate, rights-based approach. 

 ह                                        औ        -              क     ह   

 While it promotes dignity, autonomy and relief from su•ering, it raises concerns about 
misuse, ethical con•icts and inequality. 

 ह      ,        औ               क             ह ,    कन        ,             औ  

        क                क    ह   

 There is a shift from protecting life at any cost to focusing on quality of life. 

     न                               ह क                    क     ह  ग   ह   

 Economic implications are signi•cant, as long-term life-support treatment creates financial 
burden on families, especially middle and lower-income groups. 

    क         मह      ह      क       म   क                                        

      ह ,      क      औ                 

 In this context, the right to die with dignity appears justified. 

         म                                        ह    ह   

 There is risk of misuse, especially for elderly, disabled and poor, who may face coercion. 

  क        ग क       ह ,      क        ,         औ         ग   क    ए,         क    मन  क  

 क   ह   

 Decisions may be driven by financial constraints, social neglect and family pressure. 

 न                ,               औ                           ह   क   ह   

 Critics argue this may amount to disguised abandonment. 

    क   क  म नन  ह   क  ह                ह   क   ह   

 The court stated that the term ―passive euthanasia‖ is obsolete and incorrect. 

      न  कह   क ―             ‖           औ          

 It creates confusion as the issue cannot be divided into acts and omissions. 

 ह  म      क    ह      क         क      औ          म                   नह    क      

 क    

 The court held that withdrawal of treatment does not mean abandonment of the patient. 

      न      क    क       ह  न  क                     नह   ह   

 Palliative and end-of-life care must continue even after withdrawal of treatment. 

      ह  न  क                         औ                                        
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31Mar.  Pinarayi writes to Modi, urges Centre to withdraw proposed FCRA 
amendments 

                        ,        FCRA                              

 Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
expressing concern that the proposed amendments to the Foreign Contribution 
(Regulation) Act by the Centre has generated apprehensions among minority communities 

and religious institutions. 

 क    क  म  म                  न     नम              क        क           क   क क        

              (       )         म              न           क  म       औ     म क     न   

म     क ए          ह   

 In his letter, he urged Mr. Modi to reconsider the Centre‟s position and to withdraw the 
proposed amendment. 

   न     म      न     म       क   क          न       क न  औ              न क         न  क  

  ह  क    

 The proposed amendment has kicked up a storm in Kerala with both the CPI(M) and the 

Congress-led Opposition in Kerala crying foul that the Bill was an attack on the minorities.  

             न न  क    म      न     क       ह ,  ह         (  ) औ  क      क  न               

  न   न        ग     क  ह      क      क      हम   ह   

 The parties alleged that the Centre, through the new amendments, was bidding to have 
sweeping control over NGOs and religious institutions. 

          न        ग     क क   नए      न   क  म  म          औ     म क     न         क 

 न           क न    ह   ह   

 One of the proposed amendments state that if an NGO‟s FCRA licence is cancelled or not 
renewed, the assets created using those funds will go to a designated authority appointed by 
the Centre. 

             न   म     एक म  कह  ग   ह   क      क   एन    क  FCRA           ह       ह     
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न  न क   नह   ह    ह ,     न           न   ग           क         न    एक  न         क   क      

  ए ग   

 Through another provision, the government can permanently take over the assets if the 
registration of the NGO is not restored. 

 एक         न क  म  म   ,     एन    क      क    ह   नह   ह    ह ,      क              

         क      ह  क   क   ह   

 Even assets which have been created through partial foreign contribution would be taken over 
if the NGO loses the FCRA licence. 

  ह    क  क     क             न     न   ग                   ह  क       ए ग      एन      न  

FCRA                ह   

 In Kerala, where many churches, educational institutions and charitable hospitals might be 
receiving foreign contributions, the proposed amendments to the FCRA has created much 
apprehension among the churches, which fear that the government could arbitrarily take over 
church-run assets. 

 क    म ,  ह   क     ,      क     न औ      क                      न     क   ह  ह , FCRA 

म              न   न      क      क               क     ह ,         ह   क   क   मनम न    ग        

                      क      ह  क   क   ह   
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31Mar. A flame the state cannot guarantee 

                                        

 India‟s LPG crisis that began in March 2026, following the war in West Asia, has sparked 
familiar diagnoses: disrupted Strait of Hormuz shipping lanes, heavy import dependence, 
and inadequate storage. 

     2026 म             क      क                  क                     क      क    मन  

    :                म      ,                  , औ                 

 These observations are accurate as far as they go. 

       कन  ह    क      ह ,  ह  ह   

 What these fail to explain is why a decade-long welfare programme, which connected 32.83 
crore households to clean cooking fuel, o•ered almost no protection to these households 
when a single chokepoint was disrupted. 

   कन     ह नह          क एक   क      क    म,    न  32.83               क        न        , 

 ह एक       न      न          क            नह       क   

 The supply chain describes the trigger; the welfare architecture explains why it hit so hard 

— and that is the more consequential question. 

              क          ह ;    कन              ह       ह   क        न  ग            — औ  

 ह     क मह         ह   

 The welfare programme, Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY), has provided 10.33 crore 
connections to women from below-poverty-line households since 2016, more than doubling 

national LPG coverage over a decade. 

                    (PMUY) न  2016        क 10.33            ग             न    क  

म ह     क    ए,       ए      क       ग न  ह  ग    

 The ambition was genuine and the relief measurable. 

  क  मह  क          क    औ      म  न       

 The International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) found that women saved 
about an hour a day on cooking and cleaning after accessing LPG — a real di•erence for 

millions who had spent generations cooking on biomass. 
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IISD न        क म ह     न    न   क न  औ       म       न  ग ग 1           ,     न         ग   

क    ए                                म       न        

Imperfections in a transition 

                

 The problem is not what PMUY delivered but what it quietly replaced. 

 म    ह नह   ह   क PMUY           ,      ह ह   क   न           

 Before LPG, kerosene arrived through the Public Distribution System (PDS). 

ए          ह                                (PDS) क  म  म            

 Ine•cient and leaky, it was a command-distribution system where the state held physical 
stock and the ration card determined access. 

 ह एक      -                  ,  ह                     औ                       ह        

 When the government phased out PDS kerosene and enrolled households into LPG as a 
clean energy upgrade, it was also withdrawing from direct supply responsibility. 

     क   न  PDS         क  ह  क  ए        न   ,     ह                                ह  

ग   

 By 2024, 13 States had become kerosene-free and millions of households depended on a 
globalised commodity market that the state does not control. 

2024  क 13     क     न-म   ह  गए औ                               न    ह  गए,            

क   न     नह   ह   

 The transition substituted imperfect but directly administered supply for higher-quality market 
supply, without asking what would happen when that market failed. 

         न             क  ह  क                        न  ,   न   ह       क            

                 

 India imports about 60% of its LPG consumption and 90% of those imports pass through 
the Strait of Hormuz. 

       न  60%                 क    ह  औ    म     90%                   ग      ह   

 India‟s Strategic Petroleum Reserves cover about 9.5 days of crude oil supply and are 
currently at 64% capacity, with no equivalent LPG-speci•c bu•er. 

     क                           ग ग 9.5       क         क        ह  औ      64%         

ह ,    क                               नह   ह   

 The state‟s ability to meet its clean cooking targets depends entirely on uninterrupted 
global commodity •ows, while the welfare architecture — designed to scale uptake — was 
not built to ensure continuity under stress. 

    क             ह     क न  क   म          ह                  न    ह ,    क क    

    न  क                        न ए   न  क    ए       नह    क   ग       

Gaps in a sovereign responsibility 

                             

 The PMUY promise was built on visible markers of sovereign responsibility. 

PMUY                            क       क                   

 Government branding on the cylinder, the Direct Bene•t Transfer (DBT) credit in the 
woman‟s account, and the scheme‟s naming after the Prime Minister — all signalling that the 
state was present and accountable. 

            क           , म ह   क       म  DBT, औ     न  क  न म          क  न म    ह न  —    

      क            क           औ              

 The war in West Asia and the LPG crisis exposes that communication and capacity were 
never aligned. 

                  औ              न          क       औ                          

 The branding belonged to the state while the supply chain moved through markets and 

chokepoints that the state observed from a distance once the transition to LPG was complete. 

      ग     क    ,    कन                       औ            ग        ,   न        क       

 न     नह       
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 But when the Strait of Hormuz closes, the sovereign guarantee has no physical 

infrastructure behind it. 

   कन                              ,                     क       क        क       नह   

ह     

 The cost of that misalignment is not distributed neutrally. 

         न क    ग   म न              नह   ह     

 One in four PMUY bene•ciaries took only one re•ll or none at all in normal times, because 
re•ll costs exceeded what the subsidy covered for the poorest quintiles. 

    म     एक PMUY        न    म    म  म  क                                ,     क       

क    ग                क    ए             क     

 With mandatory booking gaps at 45 days (rural) and 25 days (urban) and prices rising by 
₹60 a cylinder in March, those households are the •rst to revert to biomass and the last to 

receive any relief when allocations tighten. 

45     (     ) औ  25     (    ) क     क ग        औ          ₹60                 क  क   ,    

             ह                    ह  औ    ह           म      क    ह   

 Scheduled Caste and tribal households have 10% to 30% lower LPG access than upper-
caste households, independent of income, partly because distributor networks in segregated 
rural geographies replicate caste hierarchies in allocation. 

              औ                   क             क     न  म  10%    30%                

ह ,     क             म                  न   ह   ह   

 A war in West Asia activates those hierarchies. 

                   न   म न     क  औ           ह   

 The gendered dimension of this design •aw is equally structural. 

        न क                    न  क ह   

 The scheme made women the formal bene•ciaries of an entitlement while leaving its 

actual delivery entirely outside their control. 

      न  न                     न   ,    कन      क  न      नक      नह       

 The IISD found that in 74% households, women made decisions on cooking energy sources. 

IISD न        क 74%          म  म ह  ए  ऊ        क   न         ह   

 When LPG prices rose sharply, 14% said they would revert to biomass, leaving women to 
manage the shift without institutional support. 

   ए      क म       ,    14%                     क      कह ,       म ह          न         

      क           

 Access framed as liberation from drudgery quietly restores it when supply fails and women 
carry that burden without institutional recourse. 

               क     म     ग    ,  ह             ह न                       न      ह   

 None of this requires starting over. 

  क    ए    क   नए             क न  क     क   नह   ह   

 A two-month strategic LPG bu•er, a statutory minimum of imports routed outside the Strait 
of Hormuz, and publicly available crisis protocols are design measures the current system 

has never implemented. 

                                ,                    , औ                             

           ग  नह    कए गए ह   

 Community biogas under GOBARdhan with the Indian Biogas Association proposing a 
₹10,000 subsidy per unit revival for •ve million dormant plants, alongside accelerated 
piped gas for dense urban areas, provides targeted redundancy. 

GOBARdhan       क   ह                   ,    म  ₹10,000                 औ  50     

            ,      ह         म           , एक   क  क         न क    ह   

 A serious welfare architecture does not replace its primary delivery system when it comes 
under stress. 

एक म     क                                                           

 Instead, it builds the redundancy underneath so that the stress never reaches the 

household. 

     ह                          ,    क   क  घ     क न        
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In perspective 

          

 The deeper problem is that a decade of welfare expansion measured success in 
connections delivered and treated continuity under stress as a problem for another day. 

म    म    ह ह   क क          क                   म    ग   औ                   क  

न         क   ग    

 An entitlement that holds only in undisturbed markets is not durable by any standard worth 

defending. 

      क   क              म  क म क  ,  ह            ह     

 India extended clean cooking to hundreds of millions, and called it transformation. 

     न               क        न      औ              कह   

 The question the war is now forcing is whether transformation built on unbroken global 
supply chains, without bu•ers, triage rules, and alternatives, can honestly be called a 
guarantee at all. 

       ह ह   क                ,   न       ,      औ       क ,      म  एक        कह     

 क   ह   
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31Mar. Manufacturing, capital goods lift IIP growth to 5.2% in Feb. 

         ,                           IIP         5.2%           

 Growth in India‟s industrial activity accelerated marginally to 5.2% in February, driven by a 
quickening of growth in the manufacturing and capital goods sectors, data released by the 

Centre on Monday showed. 
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      क  औ   गक ग       म             म  म म            क  5.2% ह  ग ,               औ  

                    म                 न         क  ,   म    क  क               क        ह          

 The data on the Index of Industrial Production for February, released by the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Implementation, shows that the final growth for January was 
also upgraded to 5.1% from the provisional 4.8% stated as part of last month‟s data release. 

       क    ए औ                    (IIP) क    क  ,              औ                  

                  क   ग  ,  ह        ह   क  न    क      म      क           मह न  क        4.8% 

      क  5.1% क       ग    

 Within the Index, growth in the manufacturing sector accelerated to 6% in February, from 
5.3% in the previous month. 

    क  क क      ,              म             म  6%  क       ,          मह न  5.3%     

 This was also considerably faster than the 2.8% growth in February last year. 

  ह                 म  2.8% क       क     न  म  क            

 The mining and quarrying sector, on the other hand, saw growth slowing to a four-month 
low of 3.1% in February 2026, down from 4.3% in January. 

         ,     औ           म       घ क        2026 म      मह न  क   न       3.1%      

ग ,     न    म  4.3%     

 This was, however, faster than the 1.6% seen in February 2025. 

 ह     क,  ह       2025 म       गए 1.6%            

 Growth in the electricity sector, too, slowed to 2.3% in February 2026 from 5.1% in January. 

             म           न    क  5.1%    घ क        2026 म  2.3% ह  ग   

 “The growth is investment led, with basic metals, automobiles, machinery, and double 
digit gains in capital goods and infrastructure/construction goods pointing to a capex and 
infrastructure driven upcycle,” Rajeev Sharan, Head of Research at Brickwork Ratings said. 

 “ ह           -       ह ,    म            , ऑ        ,       , औ                    

        /             म       क   क      ,      ग     औ     न                             क  

     क   क    ह ,”               क         म             न  कह   

 Notably, growth in the capital goods sector accelerated to a nine-month high of 12.5% in 
February 2026 from 4.1% in the previous month. 

            ,                 म             मह न  क  4.1%      क        2026 म  न  मह न  क     

   12.5%         ग   

 This performance on the back of a relatively strong performance of 8.1% in February of last 

year. 

  ह     न                 म       क   म     8.1% क      न क              

 Consumer demand, however, seems to have slumped, according to the data. 

 ह     क,   क    क   न                 म   ग                ह   

 The consumer durables sector contracted 2.1% in February 2026, the sector‟s worst 
performance in 27 months. 

                            2026 म  2.1% घ  ग  ,           क  27        म            

    न ह   

 The consumer non-durables sector, too, contracted 0.6%, the second consecutive month 

of contraction. 

           -                 0.6% घ  ग  ,     ग           मह न  ह       म   ग        ह   

 “Overall, the data confirms that investment linked sectors are anchoring growth, while softer 
consumer non durables and modest mining and electricity gains highlight areas where the 

recovery is still incomplete,” Mr. Sharan said. 

 “क    म  क ,   क        क    ह   क                        क   ह        ह  ह ,    क कम    

          -            औ     म                        ह        ह   क   न               

ह ,”        न  कह   

 “From a credit rating perspective, sustained manufacturing and investment momentum 
support credit strength, though uneven demand means fundamentals are still evolving.” 

 “             क     क     ,  न              औ                  म      क   म  न      ह , ह     क 

  म न म  ग क  म    ह   क    न     क  क       क    ह   ह  ह  ” 
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31Mar. IRDAI approves India AS framework for 
insurers 

 IRDA                      India AS           

          

 IRDAI has approved amendments mandating insurers 
to prepare and present financial statements in accordance 
with applicable Indian Accounting Standards effective April 1, 

2026. 

 IRDA न       न   क  म         ह ,      म क      क  1      2026    

  ग                     क   न                       क न  औ  

     क न  क    ए   न      न    ह   

 The implementation of Ind AS will be applicable to all 
categories of insurers - life, general, stand alone health 
insurers and reinsurers. 

 Ind AS क  क      न      क   क    म क      -     ,      , 

   -                  औ              -      ग  ह ग   

 The amendment sets out the regulatory framework 
governing the recognition, measurement, presentation and 
disclosure of financial statements under Ind AS. 

  ह      न               न       क    ह     Ind AS क   ह        

        क       ,     ,       औ          क   न      क    ह   

 Introduction of Ind AS aims to enhance consistency, transparency and comparability in 
financial reporting across the insurance sector, in alignment with globally accepted 
standards, IRDAI said on Monday, announcing approval for the Insurance Regulatory and 
Development Authority of India (Actuarial, Finance and Investment Functions of Insurers) 

(Amendment) Regulations, 2026. 

 Ind AS क        क         म      म               ग म       ,           औ           क  

   न  ह ,                             क   न    ह , IRDA न    म    क  कह , औ    म  

   न  मक औ    क       क        (       ,     औ            ) (     न)    न म, 2026 क  

म      क  घ     क   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
4 

31Mar. Nifty 50 marks worst month in 6 years, falls 11.4% in March 

 Nifty 50    6                                ,         11.4%      

 Index dips 2.14% on Monday; decline broad-based with 2,762 stocks declining and just 
570 advancing from among the more than 3,000 stocks that traded in the National 
Stock Exchange 

                   2.14%     ;                       2,762           औ  3,000         

                          570    ,    National Stock Exchange                      

 Indian investors faced their worst March in six years as benchmark Nifty fell 11.36%, its 
steepest decline since March 2020, as global markets reel under the war between the U.S. 
and Iran. 

         न   क   न   ह     म    न            म             क    म क  Nifty 11.36%  ग  ,    म    

2020 क                ग     ह ,     क     क        म   क  औ     न क          क       म  ह   

 Nifty fell 2.14% to 22,331.4 points on Monday, extending the six weeks of continuous 
declines. 

   म    क  Nifty 2.14%  ग क  22,331.4   क      ग  ,        ग      ह    ह क   ग          

 ह   

 Sensex fell 2.22% to 71,947.5 points. 

 Sensex 2.22%  ग क  71,947.5   क      ग    

 Both Nifty and Sensex opened at 22,549.65 points and 72,565.22 points respectively, down 
over 1% from the previous close. 

 Nifty औ  Sensex  म   22,549.65   क औ  72,565.22   क        ,                 1%    

   क न        

 After gaining a few points on the way down to the day‟s high, the benchmark indices tumbled 
down to the day‟s close. 

   न क         क       म  क     क    न  क     ,    म क     क  क   न क       क          ग  

गए  

 The decline was broad-based with 2,762 stocks down and just 570 advancing from the over 
3,000 stocks that traded in the National Stock Exchange (NSE). 

  ह  ग        क       म  2,762       ग   औ  3,000       क       ए        म     क    570    ,    

National Stock Exchange (NSE) म  क       क   ह      

 There were just 13 months since 1995, when monthly returns declined by 10% or more, and 
four of them were in 2008. 

 1995 क         क    13 मह न       ह  ह     म   क    न  10%            क  ग  , औ   नम         

2008 म      

 The worst monthly decline recorded was in October 2008, when Nifty crashed by over 26%. 

           म   क  ग           2008 म      क  ग    ,    Nifty 26%       क  ग  ग       

 All the 21 sectoral Nifty indices dipped, with Nifty PSU Bank dropping by more than 4% in a 
session. 

     21        Nifty    क  क  ग  ,    म  Nifty PSU Bank एक    म  4%       क  ग    

 Oil prices continued to be a pain point for the market as Brent Crude Futures stayed over 
$108 a barrel. 

     क  क म         क    ए       क  क     न   ह       क Brent Crude Futures $108             

ऊ    न   ह   

 The Iran-U.S. war showed no signs of de-escalation even as U.S. President Donald Trump 
reportedly “prefers diplomacy” and claims talks are ongoing. 

    न- म   क      म   न   कम ह न  क  क     क   नह       ,     ह   म   क          Donald Trump 

क          “क  न    क      मक        ह ” औ              ह न  क       क    ह   

 Markets have been in flux ever since the West Asian crisis and the volatility measure India 
VIX hit a four-year high of 27.75 on Monday, up 3% in a day. 

    म ए        क  क                     न   ए ह  औ            क  क India VIX   म    क  

27.75 क          क                ग  ,    एक   न म  3%      

 Analysts maintained that markets were fragile. 

      क   न  कह   क       न   क      म  ह   
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 “On the higher side 22,800 stands as the immediate hurdle on any recovery attempt. 

 “ऊ          22,800  क        क         म            क     म      ह   

 On the downside, the 21,700-21,900 band is likely to act as immediate support,” said Nandish 
Shah - Deputy Vice President, HDFC Securities. 

 न    क     21,700-21,900 क              म  न क     म  क म क   क   ह ,” Nandish Shah, 

                 , HDFC Securities न  कह   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31Mar. Sitharaman defends IBC citing higher recoveries, turnarounds 

            IBC             ,          औ                        

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday defended the Insolvency and 
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) in Parliament, citing the high level of realisations from distressed 
assets, recovery for creditors, and turnaround of companies that have emerged from the 
resolution process. 

     म                   न    म    क       म  Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) क  

      क  , औ    क                          ,   न      क    ए      , औ   म   न          

     क   न    क    न     क  ह           

 Replying to the debate on the Insolvency and Bankruptcy (Amendment) Bill 2026, Ms. 

Sitharaman said the point of the IBC was not debt recovery, but the rescue of viable 
businesses and addressing their financial stress. 

 Insolvency and Bankruptcy (Amendment) Bill 2026     ह  क             ए,   म   

     म  न  कह   क IBC क       ऋ        नह  ,       ह            क     न  औ   नक        

 न   क      क न  ह   

 “The IBC is a framework for rescuing viable businesses and resolving financial stress while 
preserving the enterprise value,” Ms. Sitharaman said. 

 “IBC   ह            क     न  औ         न   क      क न  क  एक       ह ,     ह  ए             

क         क    ह ,”   म        म  न  कह   

 “It was never intended to be a debt-recovery tool. Recovery values are a by-product,” she 
added. 
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 “    क      ऋ -      क    क   क     म  नह    न    ग             म   एक  ह-     ह ,”     न  

      

 She said, the IBC process is market-driven and recoveries reflect the underlying asset quality 
and commercial viability of the distressed enterprise. 

     न  कह   क IBC            -       ह  औ          क      म क      न  ह           

ग      औ         क   ह      क         ह   

 “The IBC actually realises 94.95% of the fair value of the company at the time of admission,” 
she said. 

 “IBC      म       क   म  क  न  क       म   क  94.95%     क    ह ,”     न  कह   

 The Lok Sabha passed the Bill to amend the insolvency law to provide for strict timelines, an 

out-of-court settlement option and enable the framework for cross-border insolvency 
processes. 

         न           न क न न म       न ह         क        क  ,    म      म -  म ,       क  

  ह   न   न क    क  औ    म -             न         क    ए          न  क   ग   ह   
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31Mar.  Newfound brain network ‗SCAN‘ implicated in Parkinson‘s disease 

                         ‗SCAN‘                              

Parkinson‘s disease 

            

 Parkinson‘s disease affects more than 10 million people worldwide. 

               न      म  10                      क         क    ह   

 A patient struggles to perform coordinated movement, requiring conscious effort and 
attention even for a simple task like buttoning a shirt. 

एक म    क                क न  म  क  न   ह    ह ,  ह    क  क                           

क    क    ए              औ      क     क   ह    ह   
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 Natural movements like walking and turning have to be planned as the person will struggle 
to start and stop actions. 

     औ               क   क ग          क        न   न न       ह      क     क            

    औ        म  क  न   ह    ह   

 Over time, the person will move slower, become unstable, and suffer tremors. 

 म  क               ह       ह ,      ह       ह  औ       (tremors)          ह    ह   

 Now, new research reveals a brain network promising precise targets for treatment. 

  , नए     म  एक               मन      ह           क    ए            न क न  क    क   

     ह   

Higher order networks 

  -            

 To date, various treatment options are available, but none are ideal. 

    क                       ह ,    कन क           नह   ह   

 For example, pharmacological treatment with levodopa, a dopamine precursor, partially 

alleviates Parkinson‟s symptoms. 

   ह   क    ए,          (   एक                  ह )             क  न क        क      क    

   कम क    ह   

 However, the effect of levodopa is variable and repeated use causes side-effects like 
uncontrolled movements. 

ह     क,          क          -    ह    ह  औ     -        ग                             

       ह    ह   

 Another approved therapy is deep brain stimulation (DBS), wherein electrodes are 

surgically implanted inside specific brain regions. 

एक      क                          (DBS) ह ,    म          क        म          म        

               क        ह   

 “However, DBS is expensive and invasive, albeit not risky,” Prashanth Kukkle, consultant 

neurologist at the Parkinson‟s Disease and Movement Disorders Clinic, Bengaluru, said. 

“ह     क, DBS       औ        ह , ह     क  ह     म     नह   ह ,”   ग    क                  

      न  कह   

 Non-invasive therapies like transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS), where magnetic 
fields are applied to stimulate nerve cells, are at an experimental stage and require “sweet 
spots, or precise targets that can bring about dramatic improvement, which are still being 

explored,” Dr. Kukkle added. 

ग  -   मक                                         (TMS),    म              क      ग क  

    क  क   क    क          क        ह ,                 म  ह  औ      “        (sweet 

spots)” क     क   ह    ह ,   नक          क      ह  ह   

 Until recently, neurologists were probing motor-e•ector areas of the motor cortex, which 
are surface-level brain areas controlling muscular activity of individual body parts like the 
foot, arm, and mouth. 

ह    क,                             -            क     न क   ह    ,            

          ह  औ     ,     औ            ग          क   न      क    ह   

 However, dysfunction in these regions has not been su•cient to explain the coordination 
de•cits seen in Parkinson‟s. 

   कन  न       क                    क         ह  म  न  क    ए       नह    ह  ह   

 A prevailing hypothesis has been that higher order networks — large-scale, interconnected 

clusters integrating information across brain regions for complex cognitive functions like 
planning and attention — may be involved. 

एक  म      क न   ह  ह  ह   क   -            —        औ             ए  म ह ह  औ  

                        क    क    ए   नक    क   म   क    ह  —   म     म  ह   क   ह   

 A new study in Nature addressed this hypothesis and found that Parkinson‟s disease is 
associated with the abnormal strengthening of a brain network called the somatic cognitive 
action network (SCAN). 
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Nature म   क     एक नए    न न        क न  क       क  औ        क    क  न   ग         

                   (SCAN) न मक म    न   क  क     म   म              ह   

 The study‟s •ndings have uncovered previously elusive precise targets that could improve 
e•cacy of modulatory therapies for Parkinson‟s. 

      न क   न    न   ह                     क     ग   क   ह ,       क  न क            

        क            क       क   ह   

Discovery of SCAN 

SCAN        

 Historically, neurologists have been interested in mapping the precise brain regions that 

directly control movement of speci•c body parts. 

   ह   क      ,            न                 क  म न     क न  म            ह  ह           

     क    ग   क  ग       क        न      क    ह   

 Around a century ago, the American-Canadian neurosurgeon Wilder Pen•eld electrically 

stimulated the surface of the brain in awake patients and recorded which body parts moved in 
response. 

 ग ग एक      ह  ,  म   क -कन            न              न       म      क  म    क  

  ह क                        क   औ   ह      क    क क न         क    ग         म   ह    

 He found that neighbouring parts of the body were represented in neighbouring areas of the 
motor cortex, creating a continuous “map” of the body across the brain‟s surface. 

    न        क      क    -    क    ग            क    -    क        म      ए      ह ,       

म    क    ह         क  एक  न     “      ”  न   ह   

 Over time, however, this map has been questioned for its limited precision. 

 म  क     ,    म न    क               क  क                ए गए  

 Nico Dosenbach, a neurologist at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis 
and a co-author of the Parkinson‟s disease study, pioneered a method called precision 
functional mapping (PFM), which helped re•ne the Pen•eld map. 

             ,                            ऑ         ,          म            ह  औ     

   न क   ह-   क ह , न                      (PFM) न मक        क    क ,    न    न    

क  म न    क  औ     क  न     

 “Previously, most imaging studies relied on averaging data across individuals,” he 

explained. 

    न       , “ ह  ,    क     म    ग    न                         औ    नक  न      न    

   ” 

 “It‟s like averaging the faces of 100 people — you would end up with a cartoon face, not a 

real face.” 

“ ह 100       क    ह    क  औ    नक  न       ह  —        क  एक               म  ग ,      

  ह   नह   ” 

 PFM allowed functional mapping of individual brains, thus producing „maps‟ of higher 
resolution. 

PFM न               क  क     क म न           क  ,         -              म न    

     ए  

 Typically, in low-resolution maps, only the speci•c motor-e•ector area would be visible as a 

single dot when a particular body part moved. 

 म      , कम-       न      म न      म  क              -          एक       क     म        

           क           ग  ह        

 But in a 2023 paper, using PFM, Dr. Dosenbach and colleagues reported a new pattern 
where three additional zones appeared as “three dots” along the motor cortex whenever 

unrelated body parts were stimulated. 

   कन 2023 क  एक        म , PFM क      ग क     ए,   .     न    औ   नक   ह   ग    न  एक 

न      न           म    न            “           ” क     म  म    क     क              ए    

           ग   क          क   ग    
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 These three zones were interspersed between the motor-e•ector regions controlling arm, 

foot, and mouth. 

     न         -            क                ह  ,     औ  म  ह क   न      क    ह   

 Whether the ankle was stimulated or the elbow, the three-dots pattern would be activated. 

  ह    न  क          क     ए    क हन  क ,    -                 ह           

 “The regularity of the pattern across individuals made me suspect that there might be an 
entirely di•erent organisational principle at work,” Dr. Dosenbach said. 

  .     न    न  कह , “       म        न  क   न  म    न  म        ह         क  ह   क     ग 

                क म क   ह  ह  ” 

 These patterns were later renamed SCAN, and they were found to connect to higher-order 
brain areas involved in coordinating movement. 

 न    न  क      म  SCAN न म      ग   औ       ग    क      -                        ह     

ग          क   म   म     म  ह   

 Other experts agree that the discovery of SCAN changed their impression of the way the 

motor cortex is organised. 

              हम  ह   क SCAN क      न  म    क     क    ग न क       म   नक   म  क      

      

 “We don‟t only have a series of „e•ectors‟ controlling individual body parts in the primary 
motor cortex. We also have integrative areas that oversee and coordinate movements,” 
Alfonso Fasano, a neurologist at the University of Toronto who wasn‟t involved in the 

study, said. 

“हम        क    „     ‟ नह   ह         मक म    क     म    ग-  ग   ग   क   न      क    ह , 

    हम                      ह     ग          क   नग  न  औ   म   क    ह ,”                  

क                          न  कह   

SCAN in the picture 

       SCAN 

 Using the same PFM technique, the authors examined functional MRI scans and 
electrocorticographs — records of electrical signals from the cortex — of 863 people with 
Parkinson‘s disease, many of whom were receiving di•erent approved therapies like DBS 
and levodopa. 

    PFM       क      ग क     ए,    क   न        MRI     औ                   — 

   क                  क     क    क    ह    ह  — क     न  क  ,    म  863                 क  

   म   क   ग     ,   नम     क  क  DBS औ                       म   ह      

 “In Parkinson‟s disease patients, the SCAN network is closely connected with key 
Parkinson‟s-related brain regions such as the basal ganglia and thalamus, showing 
pathological abnormal strengthening of these connections,” Hesheng Liu, professor at 

Changping Laboratory, Beijing, and the lead author of the study, said. 

“   क  न    ग    म , SCAN        क                     औ              मह      म             

 नक       ह    ह , औ   न कन  न   म    ग      म   म                ह ,”      ग क             न  

कह   

 In contrast, the SCAN network was not abnormally strengthened in patients with another 
motor disorder, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS). 

  क        , SCAN           म      क                              (ALS)      म      म  

   म         म     नह        ग    

 A key strength of the paper was the sheer size of the datasets — which Dr. Liu and his team 
had been gathering since 2016. 

       क  एक  म     क    क                  —        .      औ   नक    म 2016    एक  क  

 ह      

 “Hesheng Liu and team ran several complex clinical studies in record time and networked 
with other scientists around the world to pool data,” Dr. Dosenbach said. 

“ह   ग      औ   नक    म न    क     म  म  क          नक     न  कए औ     न      क  

     नक   क                 क  ,”   .     न    न  कह   

 “The other strength of the paper is that it uses multiple cohorts of patients treated with 
di•erent modalities and shows a consistent •nding: over-connectivity of SCAN to basal 
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ganglia in Parkinson‘s disease,” Dr. Fasano added. 

“       क  एक औ    क   ह ह   क   म                               कए गए क   म ह   क  

    ग  क   ग   औ  एक  म न  न      मन     :                SCAN औ                  

                   ,”   .     न  न  कह   

 “Importantly, when a treatment has worked, there‟s a common denominator: the reduction of 
SCAN over-connectivity.” 

“मह           ,              ह    ह ,    एक   म      ह    ह : SCAN                   

       ” 

 On the �ip side, Dr. Fasano expressed belief that framing Parkinson‟s disease as a SCAN 
disorder is an oversimplistic conclusion. 

        ,   .     न  क  म नन  ह   क    क  न क  क    SCAN       क     म     न  एक       

          ह   

 “First, Parkinson‟s disease is heterogeneous. Second, other conditions such as 
parkinsonism or dystonia may involve similar network abnormalities,” he said. 

“ ह  ,    क  न   ग       (heterogeneous) ह        ,                               

        म      म न न   क     म    ए  ह   क   ह ,”     न  कह   

 Nevertheless, SCAN over-connectivity with basal ganglia represents a new network-level 
biomarker for Parkinson‟s disease. 

      , SCAN औ                                    क  न   ग क    ए एक न         -

                    क    ह   

Cautious optimism 

            

 The •ndings have clinical implications. 

 न  न    क              ह   

 In the study, the authors conducted a preliminary trial where 18 people with Parkinson‘s 
disease were randomly assigned to receive TMS directed at the SCAN regions. 

      न म ,    क   न  एक       क        क      म  18                 क       क       

SCAN               TMS      ग    

 Compared to a control cohort whose brains were stimulated at the e•ector regions, the 
SCAN-targeted group showed signi•cantly less tremors, rigidity, slowness, and 
instability within two weeks. 

    न      म ह क     न  म ,   नक  म    क              क          क   ग     , SCAN-     

     म                      ,       ,        औ                             ग   

 Both Dr. Dosenbach and Dr. Fasano agreed that a TMS therapy directed at SCAN for 
Parkinson‟s disease patients is on the horizon. 

  .     न    औ    .     न    न    हम  ह   क    क  न    ग    क    ए SCAN         TMS        

   ह       ह   क   ह   

 “In future, there will be both non-invasive and minimally invasive neuromodulatory 
therapies aimed directly at SCAN in a personalised manner using PFM,” Dr. Dosenbach 

said. 

“     म ,    -      औ                                  ह  ग     PFM क      ग क  

   ग        SCAN क       क  ग ,”   .     न    न  कह   

 Dr. Kukkle remained cautiously optimistic: “Being super•cially located in the cortex, SCAN 
is easily accessible by TMS for non-invasive modulation.” 

  . क                   ह : “क     म    ह       क  क   , SCAN    TMS               

                     ” 

 However, he added that SCAN is also a newly discovered brain region that has yet to be 

included in standard medical textbooks and atlases: 

ह     क,     न        क SCAN                            ,           क म नक    क   

   क   औ  ए    म     म  नह    क   ग   ह : 

 “While this paper shows rational, biological plausibility and early clinical evidence, it has 
to be seen whether it converts to routine clinical practice.” 
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“ह     क  ह           ,               औ                             ह ,  ह    न    क  

ह   क     ह                   म        ह  ” 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
31Mar.  What the Meta-YouTube ruling means for social media 

Meta-YouTube                                       

 A Los Angeles Superior Court jury, on March 25, found Meta Platforms and Alphabet‘s 
YouTube liable for designing platforms in ways that foster addiction and harm users‟ mental 
health. 

25      क                                    न               औ        क           म  

     न क न  क    ए          ह                 ह  औ      गक      क             क  

न क  न         ह   

 The case centred on a woman who was addicted to social media platforms. 

 ह म म   एक     म ह      क                               क          

 The jury awarded $3 million compensatory damages, allocating 70% to Meta and 30% to 
YouTube, and designated punitive damages up to $3 million. 

     न  3                        ,    म  70%      औ  30%       क       ग  ,     3        

                       न        क    

What did the verdict say? 

                   ? 

 The presiding judge has yet to formalise the final judgment. 

            न                  क  औ     क    नह        ह   

 The 20-year-old woman, known as Kaley, said her social media use began at age 6 
(YouTube) and 9 (Instagram) due to attention-grabbing design. 

20           ,           कह  ग  , न         क   क       म          ग 6     (     ) औ  9 

    (       ) क     म        ,    क  क                                    

 Lawyers argued features like infinite scroll, autoplay, algorithm-driven notifications were 
designed to ―hook‖ young users. 

 क     न  कह   क         , ऑ     औ                            क         क      

      क    ए      न  क   ग       

 She testified that addiction worsened her depression, anxiety, and body dysmorphia. 

  न  कह   क       न    क        ,       औ                 क            
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 The case focused on platform design, not content, calling platforms ―defective products‖. 

 ह म म                                    क        औ                         ग    

 It targeted algorithmic amplification and addictive features, avoiding Section 230 
immunity. 

  म                  औ                               न      ग  ,            230    

                 क   

 Snapchat and TikTok were defendants but settled with the plaintiff before trial; terms were 

undisclosed. 

       औ                    ,    कन     न            ह    म     क      ;           नक नह   

     

What evidence swayed the jury? 

                               ? 

 The case used internal documents, expert testimony, and user behaviour data. 

   म म   म               ,              औ                       क      ग  क   ग    

 Evidence included the Facebook Files and 2021 report by The Wall Street Journal. 

      म              औ  2021                            म      

 Research showed Instagram worsened body image issues, with 32% teen girls saying it 

made them feel worse. 

    म       ग    क                                     ,    म  32%           न  कह   क 

         औ       मह        

 References were made to U.S. Senate hearings, where whistleblower Frances Haugen 
linked platform design to anxiety and compulsive use. 

                     क           क   ग  ,  ह                          न       म  

     न क        औ                         

 In YouTube‟s case, concerns were raised about its recommendation system pushing users 
towards more engaging content to maximise watch time. 

      क  म म   म    क                               ग ,        गक      क             

      क             ह     क    न  क   म       

 This issue has been noted in academic research and media reports. 

 ह  म              औ                  म       मन     ह   

Why is this verdict a landmark? 

                        ? 

 The ruling is signi•cant because it shifts liability from content to platform design. 

 ह       मह      ह      क  ह                                                          

    

 It challenges protections under Section 230 of the U.S. Communications Decency Act, 
long used to shield •rms from responsibility for user-generated content. 

 ह                                       230 क    न         ह ,    क      ग       म     

क   न    क           -             क    ए                न  म  ह     ह  ह   

 Courts have typically dismissed such cases under Section 230 protections. 

        म           म म    क       230          क   ह        क     ह  ह   

 For instance, in Gonzalez v. Google (2023), the U.S. Supreme Court declined to hold Google 
liable for YouTube‟s algorithmic recommendations of ISIS-related content. 

   ह   क    ए,                    (2023) म   म   क      म क    न        क            

                                         क    ए ग ग  क           ह  न       क    क    

 Similarly, in Twitter v. Taamneh (2023), claims against Twitter, Facebook, and Google for 
aiding terrorism were rejected due to insu•cient proof of direct liability. 

     क  ,                  (2023) म     क    म         क         क                  

            क  क          क       ग    

 These rulings reinforced that platforms are generally not responsible for third-party content, 
even when ampli•ed by algorithms. 
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 न        न   ह     क    क      म    म                       क    ए         नह   ह   ,     

ह                                 

What changes for social media companies? 

                                     ? 

 The verdict came a day after a jury in New Mexico found Meta liable for exposing children to 
sexually explicit material and predators. 

 ह                 म  एक           म    क       क             औ                        

     क    ए          ह  न  क  एक   न          

 If upheld, the verdict could compel platforms to rethink core design features. 

     ह         क     ह   ह ,         म  क    न                        न       क न     ग   

 The ruling heightens demands for algorithmic transparency, as seen in proposals like the 
Algorithmic Accountability Act. 

 ह                           क  म  ग क        ह ,       क                            

क         म       ग   ह   

 The risk of punitive damages and over 1,600 pending lawsuits could trigger costly copycat 
litigation. 

              औ  1600                       क      म मह ग                     क     

    क   ह   

 This makes engagement-driven design legally vulnerable. 

                            क न न        कम    ह       ह   

What is next for regulation? 

                    ? 

 At least half of American teens use YouTube or Instagram daily, according to the Pew 
Research Center. 

              क   न    , कम    कम                        न                म क      ग 

क    ह   

 California is considering stricter rules, including restrictions on addictive features. 

                न म            क   ह  ह ,    म                                       म  ह   

 At the federal level, lawmakers have proposed bills for algorithmic transparency and child-
safety protections. 

  घ         क न न  नम       न                      औ                   क    ए      क 

        कए ह   

 Countries such as Australia have imposed restrictions on children‟s social media use. 

ऑ                   न       क                               ग ए ह   

 The U.K. is testing a ban on social media for those under 16 years. 

     म  16               क    ग   क    ए      म             क         क       ह  ह   

 If upheld on appeal, it could mark a new era where algorithmic design is scrutinised for 
societal and psychological impact. 

         म   ह   क     ह   ह ,     ह एक नए   ग क        ह ग   ह                    क  

म    कन   क          औ                  क           क     एग   
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31Mar. How the OpenAI-Microsoft partnership is coming undone 

OpenAI-Microsoft                           

 There is a kind of awkwardness in a relationship when both parties know something has 
changed, but neither wants to say it out loud. 

 क         म  एक   ह क         ह    ह       न        न   ह   क क       ग   ह ,    कन क      

       क  कहन  नह     ह    

 The partnership between Microsoft and OpenAI seems to have arrived at exactly that 
moment. 

         औ         क                              म              ह  ह   
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 The duo that joined hands even before the ChatGPT-triggered AI boom took the tech world 

by storm. 

        न                                 न      ह       क म क न      क           

 Microsoft invested a billion dollars in OpenAI, back in June 2019, to “build beneficial AGI.” 

म        न      2019 म    नए   म  एक      न      क   न     क      क               

 न        क   

 The move was aimed at extending Microsoft‟s cloud capabilities in large-scale AI systems 

that were still not completely built. 

   क म क       म        क              क        म न  क  ए      म म     न        

           ह   क    नह    ए     

 The logic was clean and mutually beneficial. 

 ह  क     औ                   

 OpenAI needed Microsoft‟s money and cloud infrastructure to build large language 
models, and Satya Nadella needed Sam Altman‟s researchers and cutting-edge 
technology. 

  नए   क                 न न  क    ए म        क       औ                क       

  , औ     न     क    म   म न क     क      औ               क           

 The partnership worked •ne for both sides. 

 ह            न        क    ए       ह क म क     ह   

 In late 2022, ChatGPT exploded into public consciousness, making Microsoft increase its 
funding in OpenAI with a $10 billion investment in January 2023. 

2022        म                      क      ,       म        न        2023    10        

     क   न           

 The software maker rushed to integrate the technology into Bing and its broader O•ce suite, 
now rebranded as Copilot. 

        क  न  न      कन क क       औ    न     क ऑ       ,                 कह       

ह , म     म   क    

 At that point, Mr. Nadella taunted Google‟s Sundar Pichai, asking to show what his company 
could do with AI, making Mr. Pichai‟s researchers double down on building Gemini. 

    म     न     न  ग ग  क              क    न      ,        नक     क      न          न न         

       

 But the past few years have been quite dynamic, and signs of strain in the partnership 

between the ChatGPT maker and the Windows maker were becoming visible. 

   कन       क       म  क           ए ह , औ             न न       क  न  औ          न न       

क  न  क                            न   ग   

The •rst crack 

          

 The •rst real crack appeared when Microsoft was blindsided in November 2023 when 
OpenAI‟s board abruptly •red Mr. Altman. 

 ह        क               म        क        2023 म    क   ग ,      नए        न  

   नक                       

 Mr. Nadella quickly moved to bring Mr. Altman back. 

   न     न      ह             न  क    ए क म        

 After Mr. Altman took back his position, dissolving most of the board, Microsoft obtained a 
non-voting observer seat. 

     म न क        न  औ     क         क  ह  न  क     , म        क                  

             म    

 It was a concession that looked like in•uence but was, in practice, something far more 

modest. 

 ह एक      म                             ,    कन      म  क       म      

 What then followed was a slow, deliberate unravelling. 

  क          -     औ     न       क                            
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 In March 2024, Microsoft worked on a strategy that would enable it to build its own in-house 
AI. 

     2024 म  म        न    न      क    -          न न  क    न       क म  क    

 In a $650 million deal, the Redmond-headquartered company acquired Inflection AI and 
hired its founder, Mustafa Suleiman, to lead Microsoft AI. 

650                     म     म       क  न  न             क      ह   क   औ    क  

     क               क  म        ए   क  न     क न  क    ए  न     क    

 OpenAI read that signal and responded accordingly. 

  नए   न       क   क   म   औ      क   न                 

 In June 2024, it signed a roughly $300 billion deal with Oracle, a move that would loosen 
Microsoft‟s grip on the startup for compute infrastructure. 

    2024 म    न                    300                        क  ,       म        

क                           कम        

 Rather than end the exclusivity clause with Microsoft, this collaboration was presented as a 
three-way deal between Microsoft, OpenAI and Oracle. 

म        क              क    म   क न  क      ,     म       ,   नए   औ     क  क  

                    क     म        क   ग    

 OpenAI would continue to pre-train its frontier models on Microsoft Azure. 

  नए     न  म    क                                 ग   

 It was the beginning of a pattern that would repeat itself with increasing boldness. 

 ह एक        न  क               ग            औ       क        ह       एग   

Microsoft–OpenAI Partnership Developments 

        –                         

 According to a report by The Information, OpenAI had proposed capping Microsoft‟s future 
equity stake at 33% in exchange for it foregoing rights to future pro•ts. 

          क  एक        क   न    ,   नए   न  म        क       क   ह       क  33%  क 

   म  क न  क           ,      म       क  म न    क     क      न  क    ए  

 Microsoft, which by this point had invested over $13 billion, had balked at these terms. 

म       ,    न      म   क 13                      न     क     ,  न             ह  ग    

 OpenAI also wanted to eliminate the clause that gives Azure exclusive cloud hosting 
rights. 

  नए          क     ह  न    ह                                               ह   

 A truce was eventually reached in which Microsoft and OpenAI signed a non-binding 
memorandum of understanding in September 2025, fundamentally restructuring how 

enterprises would deploy arti•cial intelligence. 

      एक  म           म  म        औ    नए   न         2025          -        

               ह      कए,       क   न                                         म        

     

 The formal renegotiation came in October, when Microsoft acquired a 27% stake in OpenAI 
Group PBC, valued at approximately $135 billion. 

औ     क   न             म    ,    म        न    नए              म  27%          

     ,    क  क म   ग ग 135                 

 In exchange, Microsoft‟s former right of •rst refusal to be OpenAI‟s sole compute provider 

was formally removed. 

  क       म        क    नए   क  एकम   क            नन  क               म   क  

     ग    

Unresolved discomfort 

               

 The deal was packaged as a new chapter, but the underlying discomfort had not been 

resolved, only paused. 
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    म     क  एक नए      क     म        क   ग  ,    कन म           म   नह     , क    

 क   ह   

 Per a CNBC report, OpenAI said Microsoft is responsible for “a substantial portion of our 
•nancing and compute”. 

                क   न    ,   नए   न  कह   क म          क      औ                    

   न क    ह   

 It warned that any modi•cation or termination of the partnership could adversely a•ect 
OpenAI‟s business. 

  न       न      क          म   क                म         नए   क           नक    क 

         क   ह   

 OpenAI stated its results depend on building relationships with partners beyond Microsoft. 

  नए   न  कह   क   क       म                               क             न न      न    

क  ग   

 An OpenAI spokesperson said it is a standard legal risk factor disclosure, not linked to any 
IPO. 

  नए   क       न  कह   क  ह एक                            ह ,  क            

     नह   ह   

 However, it shows that its most important relationship is also a major vulnerability. 

ह     क,  ह        ह   क   क       मह            ह    क                  ह   

 OpenAI has also been raising funds and partnering with other players. 

  नए      क   न    क               औ          न  म      ग  ह   

 In February, it announced $110 billion funding at a valuation of $730 billion from Amazon, 

Nvidia and Softbank. 

      म    न  110                    क  घ     क ,    क  म    कन 730               , 

   म   म  न, एन       औ       क    म      

 After this, Amazon‟s compute commitments to OpenAI exceeded Microsoft‟s. 

  क       म  न क  क            ए  म              क ह  ग    

Competitive partnership 

                   

 OpenAI is also selling ChatGPT Enterprise, which rivals Microsoft‟s Copilot. 

  नए                              ह  ह ,    म        क          क         ह   

 This makes the two companies competitors despite being tied by contracts, licences and 

revenue-sharing agreements. 

       न   क   न     न    ,        औ             म      क                  न      ह   

 Microsoft has started offering Anthropic‘s Claude 4 within O•ce 365. 

म        न  ऑ    365 म                 4   न      क       ह   

 This shows Microsoft is not dependent solely on OpenAI‟s models. 

 ह        ह   क म        क      नए   क  म        न    नह   ह   

The growing-up phase 

             

 In fact, Microsoft began its reassessment exercise back in 2024 when it added OpenAI to 
the list of companies it considers competitors in its annual report. 

     म , म        न  2024 म    न                        क        न    नए   क    न  

     क        म                   क       म     म   क    

 And with the In•ection AI acquisition, the software maker sent a clear signal that OpenAI is 

not its AI strategy, but merely a part of it. 

औ                    क     , क  न  न       क         क   नए     क  ए     न    

नह         क  क    एक  ह   ह   

 What remains in place, for now, is the contractual sca•olding that neither side has fully 

dismantled. 

        न     ह   ह                ह        क         न         ह  म   नह    क   ह   
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 Azure remains the exclusive cloud provider for stateless OpenAI APIs, and Microsoft 
maintains its exclusive license to OpenAI‟s intellectual property across all models and 

products. 

ए             नए   ए     क    ए                   न     ह , औ  म        क      

  नए   क      क                       ह   

 Microsoft will relinquish rights to OpenAI‟s research once an independent expert panel 
veri•es AGI, or by 2030, whichever comes •rst. 

म          नए   क   न     न       क         ग     एक               न        क       

क  ग     2030  क,        ह   ह   

 The AGI clause is one of the stranger provisions — a contractual trigger for an event that 

most experts believe does not yet exist. 

          एक    म        न ह  —      न        एक     घ न            ह          क    

                म  नह   म न    

 Both companies restated in February 2026 that its de•nition remained unchanged. 

  न   क   न    न        2026 म  कह   क   क                    ह   

 The fact that they needed to say so tells you something about the state of trust between 
them. 

 ह          ह   क  नक            क       क    ह   

 There is a school of thought that says all of this is simply what successful partnerships look 
like when the companies involved grow up. 

एक            ह कह   ह   क  ह     ह  ह                     म  ह    ह     क   न               

    

 What starts as a patron-and-dependent relationship inevitably evolves, and evolution is not 

the same thing as collapse. 

         म        औ             ह    ह ,  ह   क    ह    ह  औ    क     न क   म न नह   

ह     

 Microsoft got what it needed — an early lead in the AI era, credibility, infrastructure deals and 
Azure growth. 

म        क   ह  म             हए    —               ,     न    ,           म     औ  

               

 OpenAI got capital and computing resources to become a leading AI company. 

  नए   क       ए   क  न   नन  क    ए       औ                   म    

 Both parties have now outgrown the original arrangement. 

  न         म            ग       क  ह   

 But outgrowing a partnership and peacefully departing are two di•erent things. 

   कन              ग    न  औ             ग ह न       ग      ह   

 OpenAI is headed toward a public market debut in the second half of 2026 at a valuation 
nearing one trillion dollars. 

  नए   2026 क          ग म                         क         ह  ह ,    क  म    कन 

 ग ग                 ह   क   ह   

 That valuation will be scrutinised intensely by investors. 

   म    कन क   न   क                 क    एग   

 OpenAI says it has 900 million weekly active users and $13.1 billion revenue in 2025. 

  नए   कह   ह   क   क      900                               ह  औ  2025    13.1 

                 ह   

 But it is also dependent on the goodwill of a partner that now competes with it. 

   कन  ह एक                              न    ह          क         ह   

 Microsoft has been preparing its own AI capabilities for years. 

म        क           न             क    क    क   ह  ह   

 The clouds over this relationship have been gathering for a while. 

              क  क                                 

 The renegotiated deal bought time, not resolution. 

  न  म     न          ,  म   न नह    
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 OpenAI is diversifying toward independence, and Microsoft is moving toward self-
su•ciency. 

  नए          क         ह  ह  औ  म                  क      

 The truth will keep appearing quietly in investor documents. 

                     म      -       मन       ह ग   
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Wild wanderer: A female sloth bear staggers 
after being hit with a tranquilliser dart by Forest 
Department officials near Shivamogga airport 
in Karnataka on Monday. The bear, which had 
been straying into villages, was taken for 
rehabilitation. 
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31Mar. Falcon 9 reentry 
pollutes upper 

atmosphere 

     9                

                           

Second Space Age and 
Atmospheric Pollution 

                 औ             

      

 The world is in the throes 
of a second Space Age, with 
space-based data and assets 

being increasingly integrated into 
terrestrial activities — from 

helping cars and ships •nd their 
way to predicting impending 
disasters. 

   न                    क         

ग     ह  ह ,  ह                 

     औ             -          

           म     म  ह   ह  ह  — 

     क     औ   ह     क       

    न       क                

          क  

 For this, various 
countries have launched 
thousands of satellites to orbit, 

with orders of magnitude more 
poised to launch in the coming 
years. 

  क    ए             न  क   म  

                 कए ह , औ   न  

         म             क      म  

    ह न       ह   

 While this proliferation 
has raised concerns about 
orbital debris, scientists are 

increasingly also concerned 
about a di•erent kind of fallout: 
the chemical pollution left 

behind when these objects burn 
up in the atmosphere. 

 ह                न            क             ह ,  ह        नक    एक     म   —          

      — क    क            ह ,     न       क      म    म    न         ह    ह   

 Now, for the •rst time, researchers from Germany, Peru, and the U.K. have tracked a plume 
of metal vapour created by a Falcon 9 rocket reentering the atmosphere. 

    ह      ,      ,     औ    .  . क     क      न      म    म    न       क न       Falcon 9 

                        (metal vapour) क  ग     क     क  क   ह   

 Their •ndings, published in Communications Earth & Environment, con•rm that space 
tra•c is actively altering the chemistry of the atmosphere‘s uppermost reaches. 

 नक   न   , Communications Earth & Environment म   क    ,      क    ह   क        

            म    क                         क                  ह  ह   



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
2 

 The study was driven by the rise of mega-constellations like Starlink, as part of which 
thousands of satellites are designed to de-orbit and burn up at the end of their •ve-year 
lifespans. 

 ह    न Starlink          -         क           ग            ,    म  ह         ह   क   नक  

                    क      म                     क    ए      न  क        ह   

 When they do, they inject metals like aluminum and lithium into the mesosphere and lower 
thermosphere (MLT). 

       ह    ह ,                 औ                     क           औ                

(MLT) म        ह   

 Scientists are concerned that this pollution could harm the ozone layer and change how the 
atmosphere traps heat. 

     नक   क        ह   क  ह                क  न क  न        क   ह  औ      म    क         

              क       क   ह   

 On February 19, 2025, when the upper stage of a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket made an 
uncontrolled re-entry over Europe, the researchers used a resonance lidar located in 
Kühlungsborn in Germany. 

19       2025 क ,    SpaceX Falcon 9       क  ऊ              क  ऊ     न            

  न       क   ह    ,       क      न           Kühlungsborn म                    क      ग 

 क    

 The instrument •red a laser into the sky to measure the density of speci•c atoms nearly 
100 km up. 

     क   न   क   म        क       क   ग ग 100                                     

क  म     

 To prove the connection to the rocket, the researchers combined a sophisticated 
atmospheric model with wind data from local meteor radars and they calculated 
backwards trajectories. 

  क                क न  क    ए,    क      न  एक                     क    न             क  

  न      क       म     औ                    (backwards trajectories) क  ग न  क   

 This allowed them to trace the movement of air masses from the observation point in 
Germany back to the exact time and location where the rocket disintegrated. 

          म न  क      कन                    क  ग   क       न औ   म   क    क क न  म  

म    म    ह     क     घ           

 About 20 hours after the reentry, the lidar detected a surge in the number of lithium atoms 
at an altitude of 96 km — a concentration 10 times higher than natural levels. 

  न       क   ग ग 20         ,       न  96                               क       म           

क  —      क   क       10               

 Natural space dust, like that shed by meteors, contains very little lithium. 

  क   क           ,                नक न      , म      कम        ह    ह   

 In fact, the entire earth usually receives only about 80 g of natural lithium per day from 

space dust. 

     म ,           क                     न क     ग ग 80                    ह      ह    ह   

 But modern rockets and satellites use lithium-aluminum alloys for their hulls and lithium-
ion batteries for power; a single Falcon 9 stage contains roughly 30 km of the metal. 

   कन     नक   क   औ     ह   न        क    ए       -                  औ  ऊ    क    ए 

      -             क      ग क    ह ; एक Falcon 9             30           ह    ह   

 The team‟s models showed the air mass had drifted 1,600 km from the west coast of 
Ireland, over which the rocket reentered, to the skies over Northern Germany. 

  म क  म    न          क        म न                      ,  ह     क     न            , 1600 

     क          क             क   क    क      ग    

 The team also checked for natural explanations such as geomagnetic storms and 
ionospheric interference. 

  म न    -              औ                         क   क क      क          क   

 As the mass of human-made objects re-entering the atmosphere begins to rival the mass 
of natural meteors, the ability to identify and track pollutants coming from the skies will be 

important. 
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    -         म    म    न       क न           -             क    म न               क  

      ह न   ग  ह ,  क       न               क   ह  न औ      क ग मह      ह    एग   

 “The upper atmosphere, as the �rst part of the earth‟s environment impacted by re-entry, 
o•ers a valuable opportunity to observe ablated materials close to their source, before they 
undergo chemical transformation and atmospheric dispersion,“ the researchers wrote in 

their paper. 

   क      न      , “             ,      न                 ह न            क   ह    ह   ह , 

              (ablated materials) क   नक      क      ह     न  क            ह ,       ह    क 

                    औ                     ग     ” 
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  Union Home Minister Amit Shah said on Monday that barring one, the entire leadership of 

Maoists had been wiped out in the past two years. 

   म    क  क     ग ह म             न  कह   क एक क     क               म  म          क       

न      म   क       ग   ह   

  He said that at the beginning of 2024, there were 21 politburo and central committee 
members of the Communist Party of India (Maoists) but as of today, one was arrested, seven 

surrendered, 12 were killed, and dialogue is on with the absconding member who is expected 
to surrender soon. 

     न  कह   क 2024 क        म         क   न       (म      ) क  21           औ        

            ,    कन     क एक  ग       ,     न     म     क  , 12 म    गए, औ       

                  ह  ह           म    क न  क       ह   

  “Thus, their politburo and central structure have been almost completely dismantled. 

 “    क    नक            औ               ग ग        ह    ह  ग   ह   

  Our goal was a Naxal-free India by March 31. 

 हम       31            -             

  The country will be informed once the entire process is formally completed, but I can say that 
we have become Naxal-free,” Mr. Shah said, while replying to a discussion on Maoism in the 

Lok Sabha. 

            क  औ     क            ह न         क         क     एग ,    कन म  कह  क       क हम 

   -    ह  गए ह ,”      ह न    क    म  म              क      न कह   

  In the past three years, 706 Maoists were killed, 2,218 were arrested, and more than 4,800 
cadres have surrendered. 

         न     म  706                , 2,218          , औ  4,800                   

              

  Attacking the then Congress-led UPA government, he said the police and Central Armed 
Police Forces personnel were there before 2014 as well but what changed was clear policy 
and strong political will. 

      न       -                          हम   क     ए     न  कह   क 2014     ह            

औ  क            म       ,    कन          ह            औ                         

  He said dialogue and discussion was futile with some people and force had to be used 

against them. 

     न  कह   क क     ग   क            औ           ह  औ   नक           क      ग क न       

  “They planted bombs in farmers‟ fields, crippling them... 

 “    न   क  न   क        म   म  ग ए,             ग ह  गए... 

  I have said it many times — lay down arms, complete arrangements for rehabilitation will be 
made but a bullet will be answered with a bullet.” 

 म न  क      कह  ह  — ह            ,         क            क    एग ,    कन                   

              ” 

  Mr. Shah said 12 States had become part of the Red Corridor (belt affected by Maoism) 
and there was no rule of law there. 

      ह न  कह   क 12                 (म                ) क   ह    न गए    औ   ह         

        नह       

  In the fight against left-wing extremism (LWE) three tools — dialogue, security, and 
coordination — were deployed, he said. 

               (LWE) क             म    न   क   —      ,       औ       — क      ग 

 क   ग    

  “By using the latest technology, we carried out precise surveillance and analysed a large 

volume of telephone bills. 

 “न  न म       क      ग क क  हमन     क         क  औ      म    म        न       क  

        क    

  With the help of location-tracking systems, mobile phone activity data, call logs, social 
media analysis, and support from forensic and technical institutions, the Ministry of Home 

Affairs led this operation,” he said. 

                    ,                        ,        ,                    औ  

                         क   ह  ग    ग ह म      न          न क  न      क  ,”     न  कह   
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  “Before 2024, Bihar had already become Naxal-free, Maharashtra had become Naxal-free 
except for one tehsil, Odisha had become Naxal-free, and Jharkhand too, except for one 

district. 

 “2024     ह          ह   ह  न  -म   ह    क    ,         एक  ह    क     क  न  -म   ह  

ग     ,       न  -म   ह    क    , औ            एक      क     क   

  Only Chhattisgarh remained, because the Congress government there protected the 
Naxalites. 

 क                 ,     क  ह   क  क        क   न  न       क              

  In January 2024, our government was formed in Chhattisgarh, and from the very next day, 
full support was assured. 

  न    2024 म      ग  म  हम      क    न  औ   ग   ह    न          म  न    न     क   ग    

  A joint strategy was formulated, and on 24 August 2024 we announced that Naxalism 
would be eliminated from the country by 31 March 2026,” he said. 

 एक               न   ग  औ  24     2024 क  हमन  घ     क   क 31      2026  क        

न       म   क         एग ,”     न  कह   
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31Mar. Opposition says Bill will demoralise CAPF, BJP defends draft 
legislation 

                              CAPF                , BJP                   

          

  Echoing the concerns of senior non-IPS officers in the Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF), the Opposition argued in the Rajya Sabha on Monday that the CAPF (General 
Administration) Bill went against constitutional values and principles of natural justice 
and demanded that it be sent to a Select Committee for examination. 

                    (CAPF) क       ग  -IPS    क       क          क    ह      ए,      न  

  म    क         म   क        क CAPF (                )                        औ  

            क           क        ह  औ           क    ए           क     न  क  म  ग क   
  BJP leaders said the Bill is an example of the fact that the government stands with its 

paramilitary forces and that, unlike in the past, there are structured provisions in the Bill for 
promotions for an officer who joins as Assistant Commandant. 

       न      न  कह   क  ह      क        क     ह   ह   क   क     न                क      

    ह  औ   ह   क        ,   म                क     म     म  ह न          क    क    ए        

क              न ह   

  BJP MP Sudhanshu Trivedi said at the Deputy Inspector General (DIG) level, there would 
be no reservation for officers from the IPS cadre and officers who join as Assistant 

Commandants can become DIGs. 

                            न  कह   क              (DIG)       IPS      क     क       क  

  ए क        नह   ह ग  औ   ह  क कम      क     म     म  ह न          क    DIG  न  क   ह   

  “50% officers can reach up to Inspector General (IG) level and one-third of the officers can 
be posted at Additional Director General (ADG) level,” he said, adding that the Bill offers a 
clear structure for promotions. 

 “50%    क              (IG)     क       क   ह  औ  एक-  ह      क           

          (ADG)         न   ह   क   ह ,”     न  कह , औ        क  ह      क               

             न क    ह   

  “It is not true to say that the Bill will have impact on the morale of the CAPF,” Mr. Trivedi 

said. 

 “ ह कहन   ह  नह   ह   क  ह      क CAPF                      ग ,”           न  कह   

  “Four or five promotions will be available to officers of all strata,” he added. 

 “         क     क       क                             ह  ग ,”     न        

  Lawyer and Congress MP Vivek Tankha said the Bill lacked a purpose. 

      औ                          न  कह   क         क म  क           नह   ह   

  “What was the necessity of this umbrella Bill when officers are not interested in deputation 
and about 18 posts of IGs are vacant in the forces?” he asked. 

 “      क              म      नह        औ       म   ग ग 18 IG            ह ,          क 

     क क        क     ?”     न        

  Mr. Tankha said as an organised force, the CAPF officers were asking for equal treatment 

and courts had agreed on this demand. 

         न  कह   क एक   ग       क     म  CAPF    क               क  म  ग क   ह     औ  

        न     म  ग क    क    क   ह   

  “This Bill is to negate the Supreme Court judgement and it will not succeed,” he said, 
adding that the Centre was trying to nullify a court order. 

 “ ह      क                     क   न      क न  क    ए ह  औ   ह     नह   ह ग ,”     न  कह , 

औ        क क                       क न  क  क     क   ह  ह   

  “I don‟t think the Law Ministry has vetted this Bill,” he said, noting that the provisions were 
against at least two orders of the Supreme Court. 

 “म    नह    ग    क              न          क क       क  ह ,”     न  कह ,  ह        ए  क   क  

     न            क  कम    कम           क        ह   

  “This Bill is for demoralising the force,” Mr. Tankha said. 

 “ ह      क    क  मन     ग  न  क    ए ह ,”         न  कह   
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 Supreme Court cases 

                     

  DMK MP Tiruchi Siva said the provisions of the Bill went against remarks made by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi in 2019 that anomalies in the CAPF structures would be addressed 
and the Supreme Court guidance accepted. 

 DMK                  न  कह   क      क क       न 2019 म     नम                     ए गए    

   न क        ह ,    म  कह  ग       क CAPF          म      ग      क       क     एग  औ  

                       क    क    क     एग   

  “In May 2025, the Supreme Court very clearly gave a judgement that slowly, within two 
years, the Home Ministry should phase out the deputation of IPS officers in the CAPF and 

enable their own officers to reach those ranks. 

 “म  2025 म             न                       क        क           -                क  CAPF 

म  IPS                          म   क न     हए औ   नक    न     क       क   न       क 

    न    न     हए  

  However, Clause 3(1) of this Bill says that IPS deputation is a must and you [the 

government] are insisting upon that. 

 ह     क,         क क       3(1) कह   ह   क IPS                      औ     [  क  ]       

        ह  ह   

  Are the CAPF officers incompetent to lead their own teams?” Mr. Siva asked. 

    CAPF    क      न    म   क  न     क न  म      ह ?”         न        

 


