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v S |- History: ASC___
Advaita phﬂOSODhy 31Mar. Advaita philosophy
Ac_ivajta Vedenta,_ a profound philosophical system esta- (&@T{ a‘q‘h‘)

blished by Sri Adi Sankaracharya, teaches the principle of
non-duality. Its central doctrine asserts that there exists

only one ultimate reality, known as Brahman. This reality ; 3@—‘[ am"_d)

is infinite, formless and beyond all attributes. According to * Advaita Vedanta ( a pI’OfOU nd

this philosophy, the individual self (Atman) is not different P hilosophical SyStem established by Sri Adi

from Brahman; both are essentially one and the same. Sankaracharya (3t 311fe ===, teaches the principle

A key concept in Advaita is Maya — the illusion that .
makes the world appear diverse and separate. Thisillu-  Of non-duality (

sion, rooted in ignorance (Avidya), prevents individuals 31y T, il #fF 3Tfe WepTaTd GRT T TP Te

g the underlying unity of existence. Sri Kan . .
chi Mahaswamy has lucidly explained the concept of Ad- aIQi EE VI %, 3‘@_([ (non-duality) & Rigid P Rarar
vaita philosophy, making it understandable even to a lay- % |

man through various examples. ) -
In a discourse, Smt. Desa Mangaiyarkarasi illustrated e Its central doctrine asserts that there exists only

that when a person is asleep and dreaming, hemayexpe: e jtimate reality, known as Brahman (STgd).

rience various situations — pleasant or unpleasant, joyful . .

or distressing. These experiences feel real within the w W %l@ Id !Ts’ ERIGH % ﬁ; aﬁa Q'a; ‘eﬁ WHAIY %,
dream. However, upon waking, the individual recognises m ST Hal Sfrdl % [

that the dream was merely an illusion, and their percep- ) S .
tion changes entirely. This analogy is used to explain the e This reality is infinite (3fHd), formless

nature of reality. Just as the dream appears real until one [ﬁ'lj:UT .

awakens, the world appears divided and separate due to . and beyond all attributes. X
ignorance. In truth, there is only one unified existence. Si- g I 3{Hd, ﬁ'ljUTf&R'IW % 3R gt 7 [U W % I
milarly, there may be various ornaments in different . . . T
e ] e According to this philosophy, the individual self

them is the gold. (Atman (3ITHT)) is not different from Brahman (5&); both

The concept of realising this oneness is not immediate. ;
It requires time, deep understanding, and consistent prac. &€ essentially one and the same.

fice. ' Y M & IR, AT ATAT (M) 3R 8T & Pl
ARG & A AT I TH B 8
e Akey conceptin Advaita (GI%?I) is Maya (HTHIT) — the illusion that makes the world appear
diverse and separate.
o U AU SR HIAT § — d8 YA S TR &1 fafdy 3R SrerT-3renT femman 31

e This illusion, rooted in ignorance (GIﬁEI'D, prevents individuals from realising the underlying
unity of existence
T8y, St sifem A AR B, Wﬁ&ﬁaﬁeﬁmﬁﬂwﬁ@rﬁw%

e In adiscourse, Smt. Desa Mangaiyarkarasi (8ﬁ1=|'cﬂ ﬂ'ﬁﬂm illustrated that when a
person is asleep and dreaming, he may experience various situations — pleasant or
unpleasant, joyful or distressing.

TP UggT H, el S AR 3 IR {6 oid s oafad 9 X818l & 3R JUAT /e 3,
a1 9g fafts uRfufad &1 srva #R Taval § — gWe 1 gEe, HHeHT 1 NSkeES |
e These experiences feel real within the dream.

F 3HT U % iR aRafdd Ufid B 7

e However, upon waking, the individual recognises that the dream was merely an illusion, and
their perception changes entirely.
S TR Afdd THST ¢ fob TUA1 had Ueh YH T, 3R IUSD! YRUM G¥l R 96 Sl ¢ |
e This analogy is used to explain the nature of reality.
U IUHT BT IANT IRAMAHAT &b WY I FHSA & forg foam S g |
e Just as the dream appears real until one awakens, the world appears divided and separate
due to |gnorance (
S IO ST T R T 2, I UHR ST 3 HROT TR R AR srer R
qagl
e In truth, there is only one unified existence.
IRAd H, Pad U & Thipd 3if&id B
e Similarly, there may be various ornaments in different shapes, sizes, and forms, but the
common thmg in all of them is the gold

as;ﬁgm? T 3R, Wsﬁ?wésaﬂﬂﬂms‘reaﬁ% At 39 Tt & IHH d@ JAT R
|
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Earliest Census data set to be available in 2027; India has fewer
villages than during Census 2011

S U SIFRIUHT ST 2027 H SUAR! BRI, HRA | 2011 P STHIT0ET
P! g H HH Td &

Earliest Census data set to be available in 2027;
India has fewer villages than during Census 2011

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

As Census 2027 is being
conducted digitally, most
of the data gathered during
the process will be pu-
blished in 2027, Mritunjay
Kumar Narayan, Registrar-
General and Census Com-
missioner of India, said on
Monday.

He said the caste enum-
eration methodology for
the second phase was yet
to be finalised, and officials
were studying multiple
suggestions received on
the subject.

Data shared by Census
officials show that com-
pared with Census 2011,
there has been a decrease
in the number of villages
by over 1,000 and an in-
crease in urban settle-
ments — statutory towns
and Census towns.

From Census 2011, the
number of States and Un-
ion Territories increased

by one to 36; districts
from 640 to 784, an in-
crease of 144; sub-districts
by 1,102 - from 5,990 to
7,092; statutory towns by
1,087 — from 4,041 to 5,128;
and census towns by 688 —
from 3,892 to 4,580. The
number of villages de-
clined by 1,030, from
640,932 in 2011 to
6,39,902, according to the
administrative unit data
presented by the

as (Left) addressing the
media on Census 2027 in New Delhi on Monday. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

Commissioner.

Mr. Narayan said West
Bengal was the only State
that had not notified the
Census process, and while
deliberations were on with
the State government, it
had time till September 30
to carry out the exercise.

This would be the first
digital Census, first to en-
umerate caste and first to
allow a self-enumeration
option to respondents. The

data keyed in during self-
enumeration would be ver-
ified by enumerators dur-
ing door-to-door visit and
the option was only availa-
ble for residents living in
India, he said, allaying con-
cerns of data
manipulation.

“As per the Census Act
1948, the Census data are
confidential and the res-
pondents are to answer to
the best of their know-
ledge. Only aggregate data
is released, an individual’s
data cannot be shared with
States or even the judiciary
and do not also come un-
der the purview of the
Right to Information Act
(RTD). Census data cannot
be used to provide reserva-
tion benefits to any indivi-
dual,” Mr. Narayan said,
while addressing a press
conference before the first
phase of Census kicks off
on April 1in certain States.
He said Census data were
beyond the “scope of

investigation.”

16 languages
Mr. Narayan said the self-

enumeration portal, availa-
ble in 16 languages, would
be live from April 1 to 15 for
residents of the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, Goa,
Karnataka, Sikkim, Odisha,
Lakshadweep, Mizoram
and the NDMC and Delhi
Cantonment areas. Self-en-
umeration option would
be available 15 days before
the first phase of Census —
the House Listing Opera-
tions (HLO) begins. The
window for the first phase
is April 1-September 30 for
all States. The second
phase — population enum-
eration where each indivi-
dual’s information in the
household, such as reli-
gion, caste etc. would be
asked, would be conduct-
ed in February 2027.

“People can use mobile
phones and laptop to fill in
the data,” he said.

31Mar. Earliest Census data set to be available in 2027; India has fewer
villages than during Census 2011

IEY Ugd SRIUAT ST 2027 H Iuasy §I; UR | 2011 P FTRTOFT I ga-T &

HH T 2

e As Census 2027 is being conducted digitally, most of the data gathered during the process

will be published in 2027, Mritunjay Kumar Narayan, Registrar General and Census
Commissioner of India, said on Monday.

Tl STRTUMT 2027 fSfoiee U ¥ 3 G §, THIIT Ushdl b R THd SIS S
2027 GBI feba1 ST, FHAR T HIRA & IRER ST SR SIRIOMT ST Tegora
PUR ARTI A g

¢ He said the caste enumeration methodology for the second phase was yet to be finalised,
and officials were studying multiple suggestions received on the subject.
IR HT o GER RN & forg wafer 7o wesfar st sifom w0 A8t & 12 @, ok oot 39
fIwg IR U &, gIal BT ST FRIB | |

e Data shared by Census officials show that compared with Census 2011, there has been a
decrease in the number of villages by over 1,000 and an increase in urban settlements —
statutory towns and Census towns.

ST SifRIBTINGY GRT AT fhY Y 3idhs ST € o SFRIUMT 2011 &1 Ja-1 § TIidt Bt
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[

From Census 2011, the number of States and Union Territories increased by one to 36;

districts from 640 to 784, an increase of 144; sub-districts by 1,102 — from 5,990 to 7,092;

statutory towns by 1,087 — from 4,041 to 5,128; and census towns by 688 — from 3,892 to

4,580.

SIFRTUMAT 2011 & §TE ITe4l 3R drs TR W= o1 TReAT 95 36 81 718, fo1d 640 A 784

T, T 144 B gfG; IU-RTA 1,102 F¢HR 5,990 |/ 7,092 B TT; FUTE TR 1,087 IGHR

4,041 5,128 Bl TTY; 3R STIUMT TR 688 TG 3,892 |/ 4,580 B T

The number of villages declined by 1,030, from 6,40,932 in 2011 to 6,39,902, according to

the administrative unit data presented by the Commissioner.

Tgad GRT TRdd YR H® IhTs & Hidha! & AR Tl i U 1,030 Tehy 2011 |

6,40,932 ¥ 6,39,902 1 T3 |

Mr. Narayan said West Bengal was the only State that had not notified the Census process,

and while deliberations were on with the State government, it had time till September 30 to

carry out the exercise.

ot TRTI0T = T o U STl UHHTE I T o SITurT wifshan & Sifigferd =71 o g,

%ﬁ?ﬂmw&%muﬁmﬁmfaaw%, T I 30 RydaR dF I8 Uichan I IR T q0g
I

This would be the first digital Census, first to enumerate caste and first to allow a self-
enumeration option to respondents.

Tg ugal! faforea smror gift, ugeh foraw sfer &t o gt 3R ugelt forad IReranstt &t
AT fawey e
The data keyed in during self-enumeration would be verified by enumerators during door-to-

door visit and the option was only available for residents living in India, he said, allaying
concerns of data manipulation.

FY-TUMAT & R R T ST DI IR-TR A TUFIH A GRT FAU T ST SR 8
fdhey BHaet YR H I8 arel el & fofe Iueisy 1T, 351 g, forad SeTH gR%R B
fefareff & gR fobam |

“As per the Census Act 1948, the Census data are confidential and the respondents are to
answer to the best of their knowledge.

“STOMT U 1948 & SR, STUMT ST UG 8 8 3R ITRGIISH BT (Uit
HafaH FTHBRI & SER IR S gl 8|

Only aggregate data is released, an individual's data cannot be shared with States or even
the judiciary and do not also come under the purview of the Right to Information Act (RTI).
Fad rfe® SeT SR} fovar S 8, farht safda &1 Set Isal a1 <araunferest & Try 9 et
o ST v 3R I8 a1 RIeR rf¥faay (RT1) & g & off 7Y i

Census data cannot be used to provide reservation benefits to any individual,” Mr. Narayan
said, while addressing a press conference before the first phase of Census kicks off on April
1 in certain States.

SRV ST 1 SYANT ot ferd bl SREMUT ATH G & 7T T8 fobal S Webell,” &t ARM01
HET, 99 d S oAl B 1 A U YE gH a1 Ugd x0T H U U DIh Bl JAd R g U
He said Census data were beyond the “scope of investigation.”

I el fb SR ST oI & Sk I §TeR B

16Ianggages

16 HTUTY

Mr. Narayan said the self-enumeration portal, available in 16 languages, would be live from
April 1 to 15 for residents of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Goa, Karnataka, Sikkim,
Odisha, Lakshadweep, Mizoram and the NDMC and Delhi Cantonment areas.

off TR0 3 FHET b TH-IMOET M, S 16 HTETSH H IUA 7, 1 e A 15 e d%
3 MR FAPaR §tu age, Mar, s-fes, fafera, sifexm, dardu, feia ik NDMC
a7 fewelt Ferie &= & FaREl & faw afesa =/
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Self-enumeration option would be available 15 days before the first phase of Census — the
House Listing Operations (HLO) begins.

- fdehed SFRTUFT o U8l o0 — §T3Y fAfee T STIRRIN (HLO) — =8 H ¥ 15 faA
Ugd SUdsy g
e The window for the first phase is April 1-September 30 for all States.

Ugd TRUT D1 3afy I+ T & forw 1 3rder & 30 RydeR a2

e The second phase — population enumeration where each individual’s information in the
household, such as religion, caste etc. would be asked, would be conducted in February
2027.

IRT TR — SRS AT, Fored uRaR & Tdd afad ot STHHRT o 4, Sfer onfe et
S — TRt 2027 § 3rford fasar S|

“People can use mobile phones and laptops to fill in the data,” he said.

T T U & T HiaTgd B 3R dUeriy &1 SUUNT 6 I&hd 8,” 361 STl
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50% LS seat hike plan skewed
against South: Telangana CM

If the Centre’s proposal is applied uniformly, the five southern States collectively will gain 66
seats, while the northern States will see an increase of roughly 142 seats, says Revanth Reddy

R. Ravikanth Reddy
HYDERABAD

elangana Chief Mi-
Tnister A. Revanth

Reddy has criti-
cised the Union govern-
ment’s proposal to in-
crease the number of Lok
Sabha seats by a blanket
50% across all States, as-
serting that the move will
disproportionately benefit
northern States while leav-
ing southern States politi-
cally marginalised.

‘Existing disparities’

In the delimitation propo-
sals of the Centre, the total
strength of the Lok Sabha
is anticipated to rise from
the current 543 seats to
816, an addition of 273
seats, he said in an infor-
mal chat with pressper-
sons. Mr. Reddy has op-

ey
TR, ..

Unfair divide: The Chief Minister has opposed the Centre’s plan for
delimitation saying it widens existing disparities between States. ANI

posed the idea as it would
widen existing disparities
between States, particular-
ly disadvantaging the
southern States. “The cur-
rent difference in repre-
sentation between States
must be maintained,” he
said.

Mr. Reddy said that Ut-

tar Pradesh currently has
80 MPs and it would go up
to 120 with a 50% increase.

Telangana, now with 17
seats, would go up to just
26. Under the existing fra-
mework, the difference
between the two States is
63 seats; under the 50%
model, it would expand to

94 seats, giving undue ad-
vantage and influence to
U.P. Tamil Nadu (39 seats),
Karnataka (28), Andhra
Pradesh (25) and Kerala
(20) would see increases
proportionate to their ex-
isting allocations but re-
main significantly behind
larger northern States, he
pointed out.

If the 50% model is ap-
plied uniformly, the five
southern States collective-
ly would gain around 66
seats, increasing their total
from 129 to 195. The rela-
tive imbalance is the core
problem as the Hindi-belt
and northern States would
see a rise of roughly 142
seats, Mr. Reddy said.

“There is no objection
to increasing the number
of Assembly seats in States
but Parliament is a diffe-
rent ball game,” he added.
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31Mar. 50% LS seat hike plan skewed against South: Telangana CM

50% eiaHT Hie gfs a1 &fémr & faare gt g3 deTm=T e

If the Centre’s proposal is applied uniformly, the five southern States collectively will gain 66
seats, while the northern States will see an increase of roughly 142 seats, says Revanth
Reddy.

Ife; g BT TR THM =0 ¥ AR o s ], @ ur aférft Isu amfew U ¥ 66 We v
DU, Taidh IR ISl B AT 142 Hiel &1 g i, T ¥aa St A FeTl

Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy has criticised the Union government’s
proposal to increase the number of Lok Sabha seats by a blanket 50% across all States,
asserting that the move will disproportionately benefit northern States while leaving southern
States politically marginalised.

el T ¥da ¥§t A 9l Tt F ateaur diel o W' O 90H U 3 50% g
& H% PR & UG B SATEIH B ¢, I8 Hed g [ T8 HaH IR Iodl B S *U
Y I STafs gferoft sl Y IeHifae U § gIR™ R B |

‘Existing disparities’

SHHATS

In the delimitation proposals of the Centre, the total strength of the Lok Sabha is anticipated
to rise from the current 543 seats to 816, an addition of 273 seats, he said in an informal chat
with presspersons.

&% & TR TRaTal H, AT &1 I-T GaH 543 el ¥ GgdbR 816 Bl BI GHIGAT
g, o 273 Wt &1 3 B, 3B THHRI I AR dra<iid § FgT|

Mr. Reddy said that Uttar Pradesh currently has 80 MPs and it would go up to 120 with a
50% increase.

XS 7 FeT o AR WS H aH | 80 HiviG 8 3R 50% i & WY Tg IghR 120 &
ST
Telangana, now with 17 seats, would go up to just 26.

e, o st 17 HER WW%@W@H

Under the existing framework, the difference between the two States is 63 seats; under the
50% model, it would expand to 94 seats, giving undue advantage and influence to U.P.

HISel oI & dgd, aiFl Xsdl & a1d 3R 63 Wiel &1 §; 50% ATed & ded U8 JedHR 94 Hiel

T g SIE, foT e[k WS &I SR ary 3R JHIa e

Tamil Nadu (39 seats), Karnataka (28), Andhra Pradesh (25) and Kerala (20) would see

increases proportionate to their existing allocations but remain significantly behind larger

northern States, he pointed out.

AfETg (39 WY), e (28), 3T USRT (25) R B (20) T 37! HilaT 3de &

3R i BfY, AP 3 98 IR Il W B! B IR7, S5 14 I

If the 50% model is applied uniformly, the five southern States collectively would gain around

66 seats, increasing their total from 129 to 195.

aﬁso%mwwﬁmmw% 1 U ST X fHasmR THT 66 Wi T

B, o 378! $of U= 129 F TGP 195 T S|

The relative imbalance is the core problem as the Hindi-belt and northern States would see a

rise of roughly 142 seats, Mr. Reddy said.

%ﬁg&mgaﬂa@w%a@%%auﬁsﬁ?mmﬁmw 142 i o1 gf G grm, ot
Dol

“There is no objection to increasing the number of Assembly seats in States but Parliament

is a different ball game,” he added.

B@%gﬁ Tl B faur T el & 98 g W Bis SHART 81 8, Al T9e Th e

HHATRI”

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page6



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Opposition walks

out as BJP

MP alleges

OBC quota ‘misuse’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

BJP MP K. Laxman’s allega-
tions that several States
“misuse” the Other Back-
ward Classes (OBC) quota
by including Muslims in
the category created an
uproar in the Rajya Sabha,
leading to a walkout by Op-
position members.

Mr. Laxman alleged that
States such as Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, West Bengal,
Kerala and Telangana- all
of them Opposition ruled-
had extended OBC reserva-
tions to Muslim communi-
ties in violation of constitu-
tional provisions.

He argued that the Con-
stitution does not permit
reservation on religious
grounds.

“Unfortunately, reserva-
tions meant for socially
and educationally back-
ward OBCs are now being
extended on the basis of
religion,” he said.

Mr. Laxman claimed
that such decisions were
driven by “vote-bank polit-
ics”, depriving genuinely
backward communities of
their rightful share.

Calling for a “compre-
hensive review” of what he

K. Laxman

termed “religion-based re-
servations,” Mr. Laxman
urged the Centre to ensure
that the principle of social
and educational backward-
ness, not religious identity,
remains the basis for affir-
mative action.

His speech was
drowned in protests from
the Opposition benches.

When neither Mr. Lax-
man refused to concede
the ground and Chairman
C.P. Radhakrishnan also
refused to allow the Oppo-
sition leaders to interject,
so they staged a walkout.

The Leader of the House
and Union Health Minister
J.P. Nadda strongly backed
Mr. Laxman’s intervention,
accusing the Opposition
members of disrupting

proceedings and abandon-
ing all parliamentary
norms.

31Mar. Opposition walks out as BJP MP
alleges OBC quota ‘misuse’
ﬁ'q&IH)‘[WGHBE, ‘l-ﬂ\_:ITIT'\‘l'I'\‘:lEﬁOBC
RN & ‘GEUART BT RIT AT

e Mr. Laxman alleged that States such as
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal, Kerala and
Telangana— all of them Opposition ruled— had
extended OBC reservations to Muslim communities
in violation of constitutional provisions.

ot AT A RIY TR fob Hilean, Aarg, Uiem
S, HRA SR AT o1 od— ot gt fqmer =mia
%_ﬁ@mmmwwm@m
THER & OBC 3R& fear 1

e He argued that the Constitution does not
permit reservation on religious grounds.

Iei ab e fop Tfaem enfife snyR W emefur &)
Safd =81 &l

e  ‘“Unfortunately, reservations meant for
socially and educationally backward OBCs are now

being extended on the basis of religion,” he said.
'g'u%ua‘zv RS 3R Rerfores +u § s oBC F

forg Pufia smerr s e & onuR W e S1ET e,
RESEETI

e His speech was drowned in protests from
the Opposition benches.

IaT HNoT faueht s & fojly & S <a T

e The Leader of the House and Union Health
Minister J .P. Nadda strongly backed Mr. Laxman’s
intervention, accusing the Opposition members of
disrupting proceedings and abandoning all
parliamentary norms.

T & AT 3R Harg Wy Tt oLt 7g1 7 off agao
& TAY T SIRGR THYA far ok fauel gewi iR
PHriaTE! IIfdd B aur I+ Gadia et & s

BT RIT ART|
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The continued pursuit of the perfect election

lections come and go in India with

predictable regularity; largely and more

predictable because a new legislature

must be constituted before the house
reaches the end of its term. Combined with the
practice of bunching elections together for
logistical efficiency, the timing of polls becomes
no big mystery.

Elections to the Legislative Assemblies of
Assam, Kerala, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu and West
Bengal, announced earlier this month, stand
apart as they follow the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, which has not only pared
down electoral rolls but also added to the
political tensions between the Opposition parties
in power in these States and the party ruling at
the Centre. But that is not all.

Work extraordinary, the scale and phases
Setting up elections across 2.19 lakh polling
stations in four States and one Union Territory,
including those in the farthest corners, is no easy
task even for a country with 75 years of electoral
democracy. For example, polling officials trek
three hours in the challenging terrain of the
Varusanad hills in Tamil Nadu’s Theni district to
serve five electors at the Vellimalai polling station.
In Kerala’s Idukki, officials have to travel through
30 kilometres of rugged off-road terrain, followed
by an eight kilometre walk to reach the
Edamalakuddy booth. Polling teams in Assam
make it to the remote Dhanekhana polling station
after a journey over nearly 60 km by ferry, road
and crossing the Brahmaputra river.

Over 25 lakh election officials will serve a 17.4
crore electorate in these elections, making it one
official for every 70 electors. The number
includes 8.5 lakh security personnel and 49,000
micro observers. In the midst of doubts being
raised over the neutrality of officials, Section 28A
of the Representation of the People Act binds
their allegiance solely to the Election Commission
of India (ECI). Over 1,100 central observers have
already moved to the Assembly constituencies to
make sure that nothing goes wrong.

The ECI has also made - and is still making
—sizeable changes among senior administrative
and police officials with the objective of ensuring
fair polls, even as State governments such as West
Bengal have been severely critical of these moves.
Ideally, someday, heightened civic responsibility
should make the deployment of forces around
polling stations and poll time shifting of officials
redundant.

Efforts in recent years to complete polling in
the fewest possible phases suggest maturing
election management and better governance.
Multiple phases are often been attributed to the
availability and movement of security forces,
required to safeguard the integrity of polls.
Polling days in politically volatile West Bengal

Akshay Rout

Aformer Director
General, Election
Commission of India

Upholding
integrity in
India’s elections
is a shared
challenge for
voters, parties
and officials

have been reduced to two phases — a significant
reduction from the eight phases in 2021. This
would be a confidence booster for election
managers once concluded smoothly.

The four ‘M’ challenge

The ECI has said that these elections will be
violence and inducement free. During the 2024
general election, the ECI had declared a war on
the 4Ms — ‘Money’, ‘Muscle’, ‘Misinformation’
and ‘Model Code of Conduct (MCC)’ violations.

With strong security and practically
indestructible electronic voting machines,
elections in India have been largely free from
open threats of muscle power; but polarised
campaigns and the desperation of some political
parties continue to pose challenges to the
conduct of peaceful elections. West Bengal has a
chequered history of election-related violence,
especially acts of post-poll vengeance. The State
has been on the radar of the ECI for several weeks.
now — the vulnerability should be lower, but
fingers crossed. The ECI has ordered
round-the-clock live webcasting of all polling
stations.

Electoral inducements, in cash or kind, have
long persisted in electoral politics irrespective of
concerns being expressed in important fora from
time to time, court observations and sporadic
public debates. Electoral inducements now drive
fierce political competition. Political parties and
candidates have experienced the profitable effect
of this malignant strategy. Cash transfers from
governments to targeted groups just before the
announcement of polls is routine — in these
elections as well — with the ECI again clarifying
that its ruling commences only after the MCC
comes into force. Campaign freebies abound, and
party manifestos often flout fiscal logic in a
free-for-all manner. Moves by the Supreme Court
of India and the ECI to rein in the ‘promise
bazaar” have made little headway.

Enforcement agencies monitor polling areas
closely, aiming to catch bribes in action and
tracking the inflow of cash, liquor, drugs, and
other goodies including digital transactions. In
the 2024 general election, the authorities seized
over ¥10,000 crore worth of inducement material
countrywide, almost three times the amount
seized in 2019. Tamil Nadu, more than the other
States, will be tested once again. In 2021,
inducement material worth over 1,000 crore
was seized in five States, almost half of it from
‘Tamil Nadu. Specially constituted field units —
5,200 static surveillance teams and an equal
number of flying squads — will be expected to
deliver a stellar performance. Over 3400 crore
worth of illicit inducements have been seized in
the first month.

Election managers have long faced offensive,

isleading and i y adverti

close to polling day, leaving little room for
rebuttal. The ECI has now banned political
advertisements in the print media on poll day
and one day prior to poll day unless pre-certified.
A voluntary code of ethics for social media
platforms — to prevent spurious use — has been
only moderately effective, so poll officials aim to
hold candidates” accounts more accountable for
content and expenditure, tighten offline media
regulation, and swiftly counter fake news and
deepfakes on digital media.

The contests in 2021 in these States/Union
Territory saw several violations of the model
code, with appeals to caste, religion, sect, and
ethnicity. In this election, Kerala’s multiethnic
fabric and West Bengal’s majority-minority
dynamics are under strain, which could intensify
closer to polling day. Regulators will be closely
watched, though some argue that all types of
verbal assaults should fall under free speech
rather than make a futile attempt at ensuring a
balancing act.

These are four States and a Union Territory
with a high degree of political awareness. These
are also States and a Union Territory with a
record of high voter turnout between 70% and
80%. The SIR process, which has removed
absentee, shifted, and deceased voters, is
expected to boost participation figures. Over the
past one and a half decades, the ECI’s Systematic
Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) programme has enhanced voter
engagement. Collection of votes from the homes
of electors over 85 years and persons with
disabilities is a standout measure. Facility to
deposit mobile phones at polling booths and
ensuring colour photographs of candidates and
larger font size on the EVM ballot are
citizen-friendly innovations.

The duty of the voter

The voter’s task will be to protect the sacred
character of his entitlement from the acid rain of
political campaigning and to make a moral choice
at the electoral booth. Voter education has to be
directed towards developing a civic resistance
against blaring insinuations and provocations.
Politicians should not be allowed a free walk over
the moral judgement of the citizen-voter by gifts
of cash and kind or false promise, or falsification
of opponents. Falling prey to fake and seasonal
narratives is an insult to the power of the vote
and the Constitution of India. Let the elections
this summer be a win for India and its citizens in
the four States and Union Territory. Even while
candidates and political parties score their
victories and defeats, let election managers
derive satisfaction from yet another successful
exercise.

The views expressed are personal

31Mar. The continued pursuit of the perfect election
Hyul g9 ot RO @i
e Over 25 lakh election oe cials will serve a 17.4 crore electorate in these elections, making
it one o+ cial for every 70 electors.
3 g1al T 25 A1E | TP TG AUFUBTRY 17.4 RIS AAGATSH DI Fal B4, AT 8 70
HAGTAISN TR TH IS |
e The number includes 8.5 lakh security personnel and 49,000 micro observers.
ST 8.5 ARG JR&T HHI 3R 49,000 HISHY SiTeoTdR MAA & |
¢ In the midst of doubts being raised over the neutrality of officials, Section 28A of the

Representation of the People Act binds their allegiance solely to the Election Commission
of India (ECI).

SHIYBIRT BT FreT&ar IR ardd 3o & &, o ufafAfira siftferaw ot 4Rt 284 3% Had
YR fafa= emanT (Eci) & Ufd Siareeg s B

e Over 1,100 central observers have already moved to the Assembly constituencies to make
sure that nothing goes wrong.

é,looﬁam%ﬁnﬁawﬁwm &t & AT fobT ST g § i 9 $ et akie o
|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page8



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

The four ‘M’ challenge

TR ‘M’ P AR

The ECI has said that these elections will be violence and inducement free.

ECI 3 %81 7 & 3 19 fEam ik waty= gat 8171

During the 2024 general election, the ECI had declared a war on the 4Ms — ‘Money’,
‘Muscle’, ‘Misinformation’ and ‘Model Code of Conduct (MCC)’ violations.

2024 & mm% EﬁTIT-T ECIH 4Ms — ‘Money’, ‘Muscle’, ‘Misinformation’ 3R ‘Mcc
IUT b RASA® I FaAr ol

With strong security and practically indestructible electronic voting machines, elections in
India have been largely free from open threats of muscle power; but polarised campaigns
and the desperation of some political parties continue to pose challenges to the conduct of
peaceful elections.

TSI YRET 3R TTHT S(gC SATE -1 AT A=AH1 & HRU URA & -1 HIB! 88 dP A
TTaR § o @ ©; Al ST 3R $B oD gal &1 garam st o zrifagef
G & forg g s+ gs 8|

g I Fs Bl I ECI Bt RN H § — Hde=idar & gt afey, afde R o f3d g1
The ECI has ordered round-the-clock live webcasting of all polling stations.

ECI 3 9t AaeH $af B 24 G ATST ATBIET BT 31T faan 3|

Electoral inducements, in cash or kind, have long persisted in electoral politics irrespective of
concerns being expressed in important fora from time to time, court observations and
sporadic public debates.

qoe T 9Eg & ©U U gATd! YAry= I JHg J ATl 61 B J5E 8, Y 8 39 R I9Y-
T WR el oS 7S 7l

Cash transfers from governments to targeted groups just before the announcement of polls is
routine — in these elections as well — with the ECI again clarifying that its ruling commences
only after the MCC comes into force.

TG GIV0N 9 316 U5 Aferd THg! &1 URPIRI g FXATARUT 37§ THIRI §Td § — 34 141 §
ot — Safes EC1 A Wy fovar § fb ¥ Mg ad Mcc ar 81 & 918 = 81 5|
Campaign freebies abound, and party manifestos often « flout ¢ fiscal logic in a free-for-all
manner.

TS YORd TISTHTY (freebies) TG | 5, 3R UTET SIVUMTS SRR fa=iia SR &t
! HRd B

Moves by the Supreme Court of India and the ECI to rein in the ‘promise bazaar’ have
made little headway.

T $1E iR ECI gRT ‘a/&) & TR & Afd A & Tl &1 16T SRR 81 o g
Enforcement agencies monitor polling areas closely, aiming to catch bribes in action and
tracking the ine ow of cash, liquor, drugs, and other goodies including digital
transactions.

Yaa Toifidt Hae &sf &1 wa! FRT Rt 8, difes Ryd U I 3R e, INTE, 79
3R 3= gt (FEfrea a1 wfga) & Uae R ToR @ T |

In the 2024 general election, the authorities seized over 10,000 crore worth of
inducement material countrywide, almost three times the amount seized in 2019.

2024 % ATH TG T SRIHTRAT A gL G H 210,000 HRI1S I 3P BT YA YT ARTH STed B,
S 2019 BT g | - AT 2R

The ECI has now banned political advertisements in the print media on poll day and one
day prior to poll day unless pre-certified.

ECI 9 3d AdeH gy 3R I9Q s a1 uga fie Hifgar & wo-ifae fagmu= wr ufasy am
faar 8, 919 9 fo5 3 qd-wwnfora T &

A voluntary code of ethics for social media platforms — to prevent spurious use — has
been only moderately effective, so poll officials aim to hold candidates’ accounts more
accountable for content and expenditure, tighten offline media regulation, and swiftly
counter fake news and deepfakes on digital media.

e Hifgar wewid & e T Wi maR Tfgdr — geuaiT Ad- & e — dad Shifkie
T A YU S 8, SIRT et Seiiear! & @rdl o 3 siaradg s, sifwarsd
e fFra=ur H! Ted HRA 3R bed Yol T STUHP BT doit Y GHTaal B BT T FR B 8|
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Over the past one and a half decades, the ECI’'s SVEEP programme has enhanced voter
engagement.

fU3d 3¢ o¥I% § ECI BT SVEEP HTUHH Hdedl HRTER! sgH H g 81 8

Collection of votes from the homes of electors over 85 years and persons with disabilities
is a standout measure.

ﬁﬁ%m%mﬁmmwﬁlﬁ%mﬁwaﬂgﬁwww
TE g

Facility to deposit mobile phones at polling booths and ensuring colour photographs of
candidates and larger font size on the EVM ballot are citizen-friendly innovations.

AdGH Hal R WEgd 9 HI It G 3R EvM 1R SEigar] &t T aw ik 9 99 31ER
AIReT & o 3 d TR B
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Ensuring federalism within delimitation

rticle 81 of the

Constitution states that

seats should be

distributed among
States and within constituencies
based on population such that
“the ratio between the number
and the population of the State is,
so far as practicable, the same for
all States”. That ratio was similar
in 1951 and 1971, since State
populations had not diverged
much. However, that situation
does not hold any longer.

As India has become the
world’s most populous nation, and
since Census 2026 is right around
the corner, the delimitation
exercise will also become due
shortly. The 84th Constitutional
Amendment Act, 2002 extended
the freeze on the number of seats
in Parliament and State
Legislatures from 2000 to 2026,
stating that, “keeping in view the
progress of family planning
programmes in different parts of
the country, the government,
...decided ...as a motivational
measure to enable the state
governments to pursue the agenda
for population stabilisation.”
Hence, Lok Sabha seats shall
“remain unaltered till the first
Census to be taken after the year
2026 The Census results will be
declared by October 2028, after
which the Delimitation
Commission (DC) will be
constituted. After the outcome is
declared, the 2029 Lok Sabha
elections will follow.

Equal share to all

Given the constitutional
amendment, it is legitimate to
consider how much convergence
has been achieved between
fertility rates over the last two
decades. The author examined
which States had achieved a Total
Fertility Rate (TFR) needed to
stabilise population growth, that
is, 2.1 births per woman. The
National Family Health Surveys
(NFHS) were used for this analysis.
As per the findings of the third
NFHS (2005-6), which is the
closest survey to the 2002
constitutional amendment, in

Santosh Mehrotra

Former Professor of
Economics, JNU

Demaocracy is
about fair voice,
and not just raw
numbers.
Federal stability
matters as much
as electoral
arithmetic

2005, nine States (Himachal,
Punjab, Delhi, Goa, Andhra (incl
Telengana), Karnataka, Kerala,
and Tamil Nadu) had achieved a
TFR of 2.1 or less. By 2021, most
major States had achieved a TFR
of 2.1 except five States (Bihar,
U.P., Jharkand, Meghalaya and
Manipur).

Clearly, while there was an
improvement in the TFR across
the country, the mean TFR among
States below the national TFR
mean was 1.64, while the
corresponding mean for States
above the national mean was 2.38.
Thus, those States which have a
higher mean than the national
mean, in the latest NFHS-5
(2019-21), are still 45% higher, with
respect to fertility rates, than that
of early achievers. Therefore,
based on the 2002 constitutional
amendment, and in light of this
analysis, it is being suggested here
that seat allocation should, post
the 2026 Census, also be partially
subject to this differential
performance. However, how much
weight should be given to States’
population stabilisation efforts in
determining seat allocation in the
delimitation exercise?

Here, the logic underlying the
Finance Commission (FC) can be
considered. The FC uses, in
addition to total population size
(50% weight), various other
criteria for allocating finances to
States such as demographic
performance, which rewards
States for improved population
growth. The delimitation exercise
could also reward/penalise States
for demographic performance. To
arrive at the number of seats
allotted per State, the DC could
propose the following based on
population size and the
Demographic Performance
(DemPer) of States.

No change is to be made to the
seat allocation by State for the
prevailing 543 seats in the Lok
Sabha as of 2024; the DemPer
principle can be applied only to
the additional seats (over the
existing 543), meaning that the
population principle still remains
overwhelmingly dominant.

31Mar. Ensuring federalism within delimitation

it & iR "earg giHfda s

Delimitation and Population Debate

WP 3R TR 989

Moreover, there are dimensions to
the DemPer principle — first, early
achievement (TFR of 2.1 or less
before 2005), should be given only
10% weightage in the estimation of
seat allocation to a State, and
second, the rate of decline in TFR
between 2005 and 2021 should be
given 90% weightage. The main
outcome of the application of
these principles is that all States
experience an increase in the
number of seats, with the more
populous States receiving more
seats in absolute terms than the
less populous ones. This system
also ensures that the share of
States that performed well in
bringing down population growth
do not lose their seat share. This is
fair federalism.

Upholding federalism

What the DemPer principle
acknowledges is that States are
meaningful political units, and
that democracy is about fair voice,
and not just raw numbers. Federal
stability matters as much as
electoral arithmetic. Applying
DemPer to the Lok Sabha would
balance democratic equality with
federal fairness, reduce regional
resentment, protect incentives for
good governance, and improve the
quality of representation without
undermining legitimacy.

However, what is the ideal Lok
Sabha size after expansion? The
average population per seat in a
State in 1971 was between 10 and
11.1 lakh. But then the total
population of India was barely 541
million; it is now almost three
times as large (1.4 billion). If India
is to keep democracy vibrant with
serious time allocated to deep
debate, then the Lok Sabha size
cannot be permitted to increase
beyond 700.

Moreover, the delimitation
exercise should no longer be seen
as a north-south matter. A host of
States across India, such as
Punjab, Haryana, Himachal, Goa
etc., had adopted the goal of
containing their population, not
just the southern States.
Therefore, fair federalism is
critical to the survival our Union.

Article 81 of the Constitution states that seats should be distributed among States and

within constituencies based on population such that “the ratio between the number and

the population of the State is, so far as practicable, the same for all States”.

Tfu= &1

TG 81 Fedl ¢ [ el o1 faaRur w4l 3 frafam &= & S=ien & e
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That ratio was similar in 1951 and 1971, since State populations had not diverged much.

Tg ST 1951 3R 1971 T TTHT THM 4T Fiifeh IS} o S H SATaT SfaR et ol

The 84th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2002 extended the freeze on the number of seats
in Parliament and State Legislatures from 2000 to 2026, stating that, “keeping in view the
progress of family planning programmes... as a motivational measure... for population
stabilisation.”

s4qt T WA fferaw, 2002 7 T4g IR fyumyTsil & et &t Wer W A% &1 2000
¥ 2026 TP I61, dlids URGR Fraie HrbwH! oI Uidig |

The Census results will be declared by October 2028, after which the Delimitation
Commission (DC) will be constituted.

ST o GRUMH 3SFgaR 2028 T 9t 8171, fSrIdh a1g WHie+T 3RART (DC) &1 716 giT|
As per the » ndings of the NFHS-3 (2005-06), in 2005, nine States (Himachal, Punjab, Delhi,
Goa, Andhra incl Telangana, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu) had achieved a TFR of 2.1 or
less.

NFHS-3 (2005-06) & 3R, 2005 H 9 Is4 (RHAT™w, USTe, faeett, ar, iig-de T =T, dHic,
&R, AHTTG) A 2.1 T ITH HH TFR TIRTA o feram T

By 2021, most major States had achieved a TFR of 2.1 except five States (Bihar, U.P.,
Jharkhand, Meghalaya and Manipur).

2021 A% TYHI I = 2.1 TFR BRI IR for, dhad 5 79 ((ER, i, RS, AeTed,
#ftgR) dis 8 T

Clearly, while there was an improvement in the TFR across the country, the mean TFR
among States below the national mean was 1.64, while for States above it was 2.38.

Y b UR gaft, Afe ST Sid J 12 sl &1 Sfd TFR 1.64 3R SHWR adt Il bl
2.38 Xl

Thus, States above the national mean in NFHS-5 (2019-21) are still 45% higher in fertility
rates than early achievers. _ ‘
I UBR, NFHS-5 (2019-21) H AP Sd ¥ SR a1 I8! B Yol &R BT T Il
T 45% AT |

Therefore, based on the 2002 amendment, it is suggested that seat allocation after Census
2026 should also be partially based on this differential performance.

AT 2002 WA & YR TR, 2026 A-RTUMT & §1G HC 3Hde H YGRH & 3R ! f e
ERSCEICHHY

To arrive at the number of seats allotted per State, the Delimitation Commission (DC) could
propose a formula based on population size and Demographic Performance (DemPer).
4! Y Wi S & o WHTH STIRT (DC) FH™BTAT 3R DemPer & SMUR TR T 30T
THA 5|

No change is to be made to the existing 543 Lok Sabha seats (2024); the Dem Per
principle applies only to additional seats.

2024 B 543 Hiel ¥ HIg 95A1d g1 GRT; Dem Per RIGid %ad = Hicl )R AL B
This ensures that the population principle remains dominant.

S TS STuTRd Riia U@ a1 38|

There are two dimensions to DemPer:

DemPer & Gl 3 %‘

Early achievement (TFR < 2.1 before 2005) should be given 10% weightage.

Ugd U (2005 | Ugd TFR < 2.1) DI 10% HR f&ar S|

Rate of decline in TFR between 2005-2021 should be given 90% weightage.
2005-2021 & &9 TFR H R1GC &1 & 1 90% YR f&ar W |

The outcome is that all States gain seats, with more populous States gaining more in
absolute numbers.

ﬁﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ,ﬁ#ﬁmmﬁwﬁm
|
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e At the same time, States that performed well in population stabilisation do not lose their
seat share.
1y g, SEE fr § awd sl o1 e e $9 T8 g

e This is termed as fair federalism.
@WWWW%I

o Federal stability matters as much as electoral arithmetic.
ey fRRar o+t & weayuf 8 -t gardt o

e Applying DemPer would balance democratic equality with federal fairness, reduce
regional resentment, and improve representation quality.

Dem Per AR & | IS THFT 3R T <A1g & o9 Iga- s, asia sRiaiy
T 3R Ufffid dgar ghml

o The average population per seat in 1971 was 10-11.1 lakh, when India’s population was
about 541 million.

1971 T gl T SEReAT 10-11.1 ORG A, S1d ol S-EReAT 541 firfera= o

On the implications of euthanasia

The Supreme Court reaffirmed the right to die with dignity under Article 21, allowing withdrawal of life support and emphasising patient autonomy;

it shows a shift towards dignity and relief from suffering, while raising concerns about misuse and social inequality

LETTER & SPIRIT

C.B.P. Srivastava

he recent judgment by the
Supreme Court in the Harish
Rana v. Union of India (2026)

case has raised questions

regarding the ethical, legal, and social
implications (ELSI) of passive euthanasia.
Euthanasia is related to the right to die
with dignity, which was recognised by the
Supreme Court in Common Cause v. Union
of India (2018). The court held that the
right to die with dignity is inseparable
from the right to receive quality palliative
care. Hence, in the Harish Rana case, the
court, for the first time, allowed the
withdrawal of the applicant’s Clinically
Assisted Nutrition and Hydration (CANH).

The court had held in the Common
Cause case that the right to die with
dignity is an integral part of the right to

life under Article 21 of the C

assive eutk ia is ethical. It is logically

Allowing passive euthanasia and
recognising the Advance Medical
Directives (living wills) for terminally ill
patients to refuse life-prolonging
treatment was laid down in Aruna
Shanbaug v. Union of India (2011).
Following this, in Common Cause v. Union
of India (2023), the court streamlined the
process of passive euthanasia, making its
implementation easier.

In the new guidelines, the court
changed the requirement for two medical
boards, a hospital board and a
district-level board, refining it to make the
process and

P:

perceived that birth and death are natural
processes; hence, nature should decide
when a person dies and how the body
responds to illness. In this context, any
interference with the rules of nature may
be considered unethical.

However, it is also a fact that life is the
period between birth and death, and it is
spent in a society where dignity is of
utmost importance. Life, therefore, can
be viewed as more sociological than
biological. Both the birth and the death
should be dignified. In this context, the
right to die with dignity assumes greater

immediate judicial oversight in every case
was removed. While addressing advance
directives (living wills), the court
emphasised patient autonomy, allowing
individuals to refuse life-sustaining
treatment and die naturally with dignity.
Considering the above, a few questions
arise regarding euthanasia and its
relevance in India. First, whether granting

Ethical aspects of euthanasia

The ethical principles enshrined in this
act of granting passive euthanasia further
clarify this issue. The primary and
probably the most significant aspect is the
principle of autonomy, which grants the
patient — or, in cases of terminal illness,
their next of kin — the right to make

GETTY IMAGES

decisions. Second is the principle of
beneficence, which is related to the
patient’s benefit, which the doctors
treating the patient should consider.
Third is the principle of non-maleficence,
which suggests that the decision to allow
passive euthanasia should not cause
harm. Finally, the principle of justice
must be protected to ensure that no
injustice is done to the patient.

Apart from these principles, we may
look at the decision from the viewpoint of
the Theory of Double Effect proposed by
St. Thomas Aquinas. According to this
theory, every action creates two effects,
and the one that is less harmful or
beneficial should be considered ethical. In
the case of passive euthanasia, the action
— withdrawal of life support, or CANH in
the Harish Rana case - leads to two
effects. First, the death of the patient, and
second, relief from suffering. If the
decision is taken without malice, the act
can be considered ethical as the patient
was relieved of his pain.

Social implications

The right to die with dignity or passive
euthanasia in India reflects a progressive
but cautious approach, mainly due to a
transition in societal values. This
transition is from rigid moral traditions to
amore compassionate, rights-based
approach. While it promotes dignity,
autonomy, and relief from suffering, it
also raises concerns about misuse, ethical
conflicts, and social inequality. There has
also been a transition from the social
attitude of protecting life at any cost to
the quality of life being more important
than its length.

Another major implication is economic
in nature, as long-term life-support
treatment without any hope of recovery
would put the family under severe
economic stress, especially in the middle-
and lower-income groups. In this context,
the right to die with dignity appears to be
justified.

Further, social implications may
include its possible misuse and especially
vulnerable people like the elderly,
disabled and poor may face coercion.
This may create a situation where the
decision may be driven by financial
constraints, social neglect, and family
pressure. Hence, critics may point out
that it would amount to disguised
abandonment.

The court has taken utmost care while
delivering the judgment and stated that
“passive euthanasia is an obsolete and
incorrect term, and should not be used
either in common usage or legal writing
and discussions”. It unnecessarily
confuses the legal position on the issue,
as the debate cannot be neatly divided
into ‘acts’ and ‘omissions’. Further, the
court also held that the patient is not
abandoned by withdrawing or
withholding medical treatment. Palliative
and end-of-life care must continue for
these patients.

(C.B.P. Srivastava is President, Centre for
Applied Research in Governance, Delhi)

THE GIST

v

The right to die with dignity is
inseparable from the right to
receive quality palliative care,
and the court allowed the
withdrawal of Clinically
Assisted Nutrition and
Hydration for the first time.

v

The revised guidelines
streamlined the process by
modifying the requirement of
multiple medical boards and
removing mandatory
immediate judicial oversight,
making implementation
smoother.

31Mar. On the implications of euthanasia

SONY & YHE! R

e The recent judgment by the Supreme Court in Harish Rana v. Union of India (2026) has
raised questions regarding the ethical, legal, and social implications (ELSI) of passive
euthanasia.

81 8t & GH #E & Harish Rana §TH YIRE WY (2026) Hhaa A fAfery 3@y & A,
P R ATRIS gAY (ELSI) R FdId 33T B

e Euthanasia is related to the right to die with dignity, recognised in Common Cause v.
Union of India (2018).

Wﬁ%%ﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂ%ﬂﬂﬂ%mﬁ%, o 2018 &% Common Cause & &
HIT I
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e The court held that the right to die with dignity is linked to quality palliative care.
3feETad 3 el i TR & Iy g &1 3R Ifad ureliefed Far I Je1 3|

e Inthe Harish Rana case, the court allowed withdrawal of Clinically Assisted Nutrition and
Hydration (CANH) for the first time.
Harish Rana &¥ ¥ Ugal §R CANH saﬁaﬁaﬂqﬁa"rﬂél

e The court in Common Cause (2018) held that this right is part of Article 21 (Right to Life).
Common Cause (2018) H 37Tad 7 33 3¢ 21 (Sia+ 3T SfUBR) &1 Zwar a1

e Passive euthanasia and Advance Medical Directives (living wills) were recognised in
Aruna Shanbaug v. Union of India (2011).
fafery T 3R fafd fad & Aruna Shanbaug 9 (2011) & AR fireft|

e Later, Common Cause (2023) simplified the procedure for passive euthanasia.
§1¢ # Common Cause (2023) 7 Ufshal &I TRA ST

e The court removed the requirement of two medical boards and mandatory judicial
oversight in every case.

3fgTed A &Y AfSHa NS 3R g A § =afe AR &1 sifarfar gers |
e The guidelines emphasised patient autonomy, allowing refusal of life-sustaining treatment.

T fezm-Ad=n & I B Targmar W SR fGar 3R sfiad Y8 SUER @l SRAIPR HA
Pt 3rgufa < I |

Ethical Questions

Afe®s vy
e A key question is whether passive euthanasia is ethical.
T Uy 3 o wan fAfera s Afaw 21

e Birth and death are natural processes, and interference may be seen as unnatural.

T 3R g WIpfad Ufshamd €, SiR g3day &I TP iad T ST Il g |

e However, life is lived in society where dignity is essential.
QfeT Sha= TaTe & i STt € el TRt Hgeayul g |

e Thus, life can be viewed as more sociological than biological.
ST Sita &I 31fE ATaTRTS TP | 331 o IHa1 3|

e The principle of autonomy gives patients (or kin) the right to make decisions.
Tl &1 Rygia I @1 uiker) o Hofa an &1 siffer ST g1

e The principle of beneficence focuses on the patient’s benefit.

fea@raT (beneficence) It & TH W Hiad 3|

e The principle of non-maleficence ensures that no harm is caused.

SGIN®ET (non-maleficence) AT ot 8 f HIs JHa A BN

e The principle of justice ensures that no injustice is done to the patient.

=aTa &1 Riegia YA w=ar 8 fos 0t & I s T g

Theory of Double Effect and Ethical Justification

$9d e Risia ok 3w st

e Apart from these principles, we may look at the decision from the viewpoint of the Theory of
Double Effect proposed by St. Thomas Aquinas.
3 Rrgial & srarrar, 39 Fuia o) Id 419 TfehTH & S99 sbhae Rigid & =Poor T off
RGIRT | R Ca ]

e According to this theory, every action creates two e« ects, and the one that is less harmful
or benee cial should be considered ethical.
9 RIGid & 3UR, &R a1 & QP gUa g §, 3R S HH IR a1 3fIe arusR g1,
I8! A AT ST B |

¢ In passive euthanasia, the action — withdrawal of life support or CANH — leads to two
ee ects.
fAfera Teem B sita aud= a1 vl vd 5a smyfef gem 3 3 yHa gid B

e First, the death of the patient, and second, relief from sue ering.

uge, IRf A g, 3R gu, HE A g
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If the decision is taken without malice, the act can be considered ethical as the patient is
relieved of pain.

%ﬁ?ﬁmg%%%w%ﬁsﬁ%www%a@%ﬁﬁaﬁﬁw
|

Social implications

TS UG

The right to die with dignity in India res ects a progressive yet cautious approach due to
changing societal values.

YR | TIRAT & A TRA BT VSR daerd TS Jedi & HRUI Wit dfe=
AUyl =Pt &) exfar 3|

This shift is from rigid moral traditions to a more compassionate, rights-based approach.
U8 SGAd BAR Afad Wt § wagT=ia iR siftrer-smutia =@ 3t 3R 7

While it promotes dignity, autonomy and relief from sue ering, it raises concerns about
misuse, ethical cone icts and inequality.

g T, Tarawdr 8iR WSt & ITed &I ITaT ol 5, At geudnT, Afae Jud ok
AT &1 il o Uay a5
There is a shift from protecting life at any cost to focusing on quality of life.

3fa e fordt oft e uR oftaT S99 gea St $t Juran R oisd 8§ T gl

Economic implications are signie cant, as long-term life-support treatment creates financial
burden on families, especially middle and lower-income groups.

e gura off Heaqu! § Fifes de IHT e Sitaq gud IUaR uRaR! R Sfie i
ST 8, faRve) weaw SR Ay e aif R
In this context, the right to die with dignity appears justified.

g Te § TRET & 1Y 1A F7 feR I ydd giar gl

There is risk of misuse, especially for elderly, disabled and poor, who may face coercion.

mgmmw%,ﬁﬁww,ﬁﬁwmm@ﬁ%mﬁﬁmwmm
THhd g

Decisions may be driven by financial constraints, social neglect and family pressure.
fofar affer Wrumal, aruTfre Sten siv uifvarie gara & yuifad g gad ¢

Critics argue this may amount to disguised abandonment.

HTAID! BT AT & T I FRyur gaim ufecamT 81 9l 5|

The court stated that the term “passive euthanasia” is obsolete and incorrect.
3fead - Fel o “Fifera 3o Jeg s ik Taa 3|

It creates confusion as the issue cannot be divided into acts and omissions.

Ig Y Uel Rl § e 39 favg &1 & iR fifSpaan & Wy wu ¥ fauifia 761 fesar o
HehdT|

The court held that withdrawal of treatment does not mean abandonment of the patient.
3feTerd = ¥ foan for IUAR gem &1 o Il 1 a8t 5|

Palliative and end-of-life care must continue even after withdrawal of treatment.

$m$m Wt SIRTAGRIS T@HTS 3R Sita= & Sifad IRu1 B T@HTA FRT 35+
|
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Pinarayi writes to Modi, urges Centre to withdraw proposed FCRA
amendments

fORTS A Ak} @) foraT, ukaifad FCRA T=NY= &Y 9199 A1 BT U8

31Mar

A flame the state cannot guarantee

TP W @ o wrsa gAfEa T8 % Jwarn
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Pinarayi writes to Modi, urges Centre to
withdraw proposed FCRA amendments

The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala Chief Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan has written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressing concern
that the proposed amend-
ments to the Foreign Con-
tribution (Regulation) Act
by the Centre has generat-
ed apprehensions among
minority communities and
religious institutions.

In his letter, he urged
Mr. Modi to reconsider the
Centre’s position and to
withdraw the proposed
amendment.

The proposed amend-
ment has kicked up a
storm in Kerala with both
the CPI(M) and the Con-
gress-led Opposition in

The proposed amendments has created apprehension among
churches which fear arbitrary takeover of assets. NIRMAL HARINDRAN

Kerala crying foul that the
Bill was an attack on the
minorities.

The parties alleged that
the Centre, through the
new amendments, was
bidding to have sweeping
control over NGOs and reli-

gious institutions.

One of the proposed
amendments state that if
an NGO’s FCRA licence is
cancelled or not renewed,
the assets created using
those funds will go to a de-
signated authority appoint-

ed by the Centre. Through
another provision, the go-
vernment can permanent-
ly take over the assets if the
registration of the NGO is
not restored.

Even assets which have
been created through par-
tial foreign contribution
would be taken over if the
NGO loses the FCRA
licence.

In Kerala, where many
churches, educational in-
stitutions and charitable
hospitals might be receiv-
ing foreign contributions,
the proposed amendments
to the FCRA has created
much apprehension
among the churches,
which fear that the govern-
ment could arbitrarily take
over church-run assets.

31Mar. Pinarayi writes to Modi, urges Centre to withdraw proposed FCRA
amendments

fORTS A Ak @) foraT, yaifad FCRA T=NY=Y &Y 9199 A4 BT 3T

e Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has written to Prime Minister Narendra Modi
expressing concern that the proposed amendments to the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act by the Centre has generated apprehensions among minority communities
and religious institutions.

A b AU fFUARTS faera= = vy -¥s |1l &1 o7 forgans il orad &1 [ g g1
fae=ht srerem (aferamm) erftfemm & yrarfad it & sredere gaer 3R Hfife JwimY
¥ sfrRichTe YT g% &

e In his letter, he urged Mr. Modi to reconsider the Centre’s position and to withdraw the
proposed amendment.

T T B I A NV Fg & ¥ W YAfTIR HR 3R TR AN o1 aroy oA &1
3Tg faba|

e The proposed amendment has kicked up a storm in Kerala with both the CPI(M) and the
Congress-led Opposition in Kerala crying foul that the Bill was an attack on the minorities.
TRATAd YRNYT = X § M TST IR (T &, Tgi A Smg(ed) 3R S & g ard faues
G A 3RIY A o I8 fagads sfeueieTs! IR gHal 5 |

e The parties alleged that the Centre, through the new amendments, was bidding to have
sweeping control over NGOs and religious institutions.

It 3 SRIY T fos &5 1T T=MeHT & A1 § TS iR e1fife IR R s
g0 AT BT =g B
¢ One of the proposed amendments state that if an NGO’s FCRA licence is cancelled or not

renewed, the assets created using those funds will go to a designated authority appointed by
the Centre.

URaIfad IRyl H ¥ T H Sl T g 1 afe frdt Tasiell BT FCRA @TSHY € 81 9aT § a1

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page16



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

%ﬂjﬁﬁm%ﬁwmﬁmﬂéﬁﬁm%mﬁwwﬁﬁgmaﬁﬁ
|

Through another provision, the government can permanently take over the assets if the
registration of the NGO is not restored.

TS 3 UIYM & T1ed ¥, I THSiafl 1 Uolidh=0] 981d Ta] oidl &, al IRBR VR =0 ¥
Yufwdt &1 SfIeur e I |

Even assets which have been created through partial foreign contribution would be taken over
if the NGO loses the FCRA licence.

gl ao fob Sfifiep o=t SivrgM ¥ 9915 15 dufr off siftuifed o off St 3t oheft s
FCRA @139 @l 3aT 81

In Kerala, where many churches, educational institutions and charitable hospitals might be
receiving foreign contributions, the proposed amendments to the FCRA has created much
apprehension among the churches, which fear that the government could arbitrarily take over
church-run assets.

A H, g ps T, Qeifre IRIM 3R WRIUSRT 3RUATd fIe=ht e Ui o2 38 8, FCRA
o yafad et A == & S Bt far Ut R & 3, o 8% 8 [ TR 799m &1 9 ==
R Gaferd Juftra o1 UfIRg0 6% bl g
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A flame the state cannot guarantee

ndia’s LPG crisis that began in March 2026,
l following the war in West Asia, has sparked

familiar diagnoses: disrupted Strait of
Hormuz shipping lanes, heavy import
dependence, and inadequate storage. These
observations are accurate as far as they go. What
these fail to explain is why a decade-long welfare
programme, which connected 32.83 crore
households to clean cooking fuel, offered almost
no protection to these households when a single
chokepoint was disrupted. The supply chain
describes the trigger; the welfare architecture
explains why it hit so hard — and that is the more
consequential question.

The welfare programme, Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana, has provided 10.33 crore
connections to women from below-poverty-line
households since 2016, more than doubling
national LPG coverage over a decade. The
ambition was genuine and the relief measurable.
The International Institute for Sustainable
Development (IISD) found that women saved
about an hour in a day on cooking and cleaning
after accessing LPG - a real difference for
millions who had spent generations cooking on
biomass.

Imperfections in a transition

The problem is not what PMUY delivered but
what it quietly replaced. Before LPG, kerosene
arrived through the Public Distribution System.
Inefficient and leaky, it was a
command-distribution system where the state
held physical stock and the ration card
determined access. When the government
phased out PDS kerosene and enrolled
households into LPG as a clean energy upgrade, it
was also withdrawing from direct supply
responsibility. By 2024, 13 States had become
kerosene-free and millions of households
depended on a globalised commodity market
that the state does not control. The transition
substituted imperfect but directly administered
supply for higher-quality market supply, without
asking what would happen when that market

-/
Rahul Verma

An independent
researcher and
sociology educator

The West Asian
war-driven LPG
disruptions
reveal
weaknesses in
India’s clean
cooking system

failed. India imports about 60% of its LPG
consumption and 90% of those imports pass
through the Strait of Hormuz. India’s Strategic
Petroleum Reserves cover about 9.5 days of crude
oil supply and are currently at 64% capacity, with
no equivalent LPG-specific buffer. The state’s
ability to meet its clean cooking targets depends
entirely on uninterrupted global commodity
flows, while the welfare architecture - designed
to scale uptake — was not built to ensure
continuity under stress.

Gaps in a sovereign responsibility

The PMUY promise was built on visible markers
of sovereign responsibility. Government branding
on the cylinder, the Direct Benefit Transfer credit
in the woman’s account, and the scheme’s
naming after the Prime Minister — all signalling
that the state was present and accountable. The
war in West Asia and the LPG crisis exposes that
communication and capacity were never aligned.
The branding belonged to the state while the
supply chain moved through markets and
chokepoints that the state observed from a
distance once the transition to LPG was
complete. But when the Strait of Hormuz closes,
the sovereign guarantee has no physical
infrastructure behind it.

The cost of that misalignment is not
distributed neutrally. One in four PMUY
beneficiaries took only one refill or none at all in
normal times, because refill costs exceeded what
the subsidy covered for the poorest quintiles.
‘With mandatory booking gaps at 45 days for rural
areas and 25 days for urban areas and prices
rising by ¥60 a cylinder in March, those
households are the first to revert to biomass and
the last to receive any relief when allocations
tighten. Scheduled Caste and tribal households
have 10% to 30% lower LPG access than
upper-caste households, independent of income,
partly because distributor networks in segregated
rural geographies replicate caste hierarchies in
how they allocate scarce supply. A war in West
Asia activates those hierarchies.

31Mar. A flame the state cannot guarantee

T W @ o wrsa giAfda T8 @1 Jwan

India’s LPG crisis that began in March 2026, following the war in West Asia, has sparked
familiar diagnoses: disrupted Strait of Hormuz shipping lanes, heavy import dependence,

and inadequate storage.

The gendered dimension of this design flaw is
equally structural. The scheme made women the
formal beneficiaries of an entitlement while
leaving its actual delivery entirely outside their
control. The IISD found that in 74% of surveyed
households, women made decisions on cooking
energy sources. When LPG prices rose sharply,
14% said they would revert to biomass, leaving
women to manage the shift without institutional
support. Access framed as liberation from
drudgery quietly restores it when supply fails and
women carry that burden without institutional
recourse.

None of this requires starting over. A
two-month strategic LPG buffer, a statutory
minimum of imports routed outside the Strait of
Hormuz, and publicly available crisis protocols
are design measures the current system has never
implemented. Community biogas under
Galvanizing Organic Bio-Agro Resources Dhan
(GOBARdhan) with the Indian Biogas Association
proposing a ¥10,000 per unit revival subsidy for
five million dormant plants alongside accelerated
piped gas for dense urban areas, provides
targeted redundancy for the most exposed. A
serious welfare architecture does not replace its
primary delivery system when it comes under
stress. Instead, it builds the redundancy
underneath so that the stress never reaches the
household.

In perspective

The deeper problem is that a decade of welfare
expansion measured success in connections
delivered and treated continuity under stress as a
problem for another day. An entitlement that
holds only in undisturbed markets is not durable
by any standard worth defending. India extended
clean cooking to hundreds of millions of its
people and called it transformation. The question
the war is now forcing is whether transformation
built on unbroken global supply chains, without
buffers, without triage rules and without
alternatives, can honestly be called a guarantee at
all.

T 2026 & Uf3m TR & gg & 918 Y& g3 HRd &1 Tadlon e aRiId HRON & I
TR SIS STasH=de I arefT, R Smara ffwan, ofR s vsRor|

These observations are accurate as far as they go.
3 3 ol d% offd ©, Tal gl
What these fail to explain is why a decade-long welfare programme, which connected 32.83
crore households to clean cooking fuel, os ered almost no protection to these households
when a single chokepoint was disrupted.

Qb T T8 7181 aaTd foh U S dd BRihH, R 32.83 HAS URERI & W3 387 J SIS,
I U ST 3 R 39 URGR] 1 JR&T 71 Ta1 & T
The supply chain describes the trigger; the welfare architecture explains why it hit so hard
— and that is the more consequential question.

3MYfdt $aa HRUT FAKd §; Afde

TEt 31t AUl Uy B

ST EXTAT I8 SdTdt § 1 UHTT 31 TR -t o1 — 3R

The welfare programme, Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY), has provided 10.33 crore
connections to women from below-poverty-line households since 2016, more than doubling

national LPG coverage over a decade.

IS (PMUY) H 2016 ¥ 3§ I 10.33 BRIS HAGRIE TRI6 34T Y A1 DI

YYTHAT SSadr

afgansit @ fou, R wadioh savst ST 81 |

The ambition was genuine and the relief measurable.

TYPH| HeaTDI&T

IRAfde A 3R ATH AT Y|

The International Institute for Sustainable Development (1ISD) found that women saved
about an hour a day on cooking and cleaning after accessing LPG — a real die erence for
millions who had spent generations cooking on biomass.
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1ISD = UTa o Afgansit 5 W1 UM 3R T8 | Ufdfe TRTHIT 1 °eT SmaT, S 39 ol v
& fore 981 deara o1 ot difedl I SrEm )R AR 9

Imperfections in a transition

THHUT BT BT

The problem is not what PMUY delivered but what it quietly replaced.
T I8 g1 § fb PMUY A T fean, sfew g © for 39 Far sgar|
Before LPG, kerosene arrived through the Public Distribution System (PDS).

TAUTST ¥ Ugd BRI HIduiAe® faa=ur Hummelt (PDS) & HIeqd § ST T

Inee cient and leaky, it was a command-distribution system where the state held physical
stock and the ration card determined access.

Ig U PHTS-FSIRTsg=r yurmrelt o, Sgt I HeR I@aT U 3R IRM H18 I Ugd ad gl 2t
When the government phased out PDS kerosene and enrolled households into LPG as a
clean energy upgrade, it was also withdrawing from direct supply responsibility.

§ RBR = PDS FARIA DI §HR TAUToil 3T, A I8 Weaéd 3myfd fordigRt ¥ oft die ge
T

By 2024, 13 States had become kerosene-free and millions of households depended on a
globalised commodity market that the state does not control.

2024 & 13 T HRIRF-Jad g1 T 3R I1a) URaR Afe aoR iR Rk 81 e, o R s
&1 a0 e B

The transition substituted imperfect but directly administered supply for higher-quality market
supply, without asking what would happen when that market failed.

T 9GA1d - U MY HI g TR SR TYfed oS, fom1 98 9 f& SR fawa
9 W TR

India imports about 60% of its LPG consumption and 90% of those imports pass through
the Strait of Hormuz.

YR 3T 60% TeAUIS WU SMTATd HaT & 3R ITH F 90% T TASHETH J ORI 5|
India’s Strategic Petroleum Reserves cover about 9.5 days of crude oil supply and are
currently at 64% capacity, with no equivalent LPG-specie c bue er.

YR & I YSiferad HSTR a1 9.5 f @t Smufef & sRTaR § ok anft 64% &rvar R
g, Sl Terdish & fore 1 fdiy HsR i B

The state’s ability to meet its clean cooking targets depends entirely on uninterrupted
global commodity ¢« ows, while the welfare architecture — designed to scale uptake — was
not built to ensure continuity under stress.

T B! TS S AT TR B3 BT & I ave Ay emyfef R Mk 8, Siafds weammn
T ! Hpe & FHY Rl s1T 15 & fore dar 6t fasar mmar i

Gaps in a sovereign responsibility

Ird e gt # sidavra

The PMUY promise was built on visible markers of sovereign responsibility.

PMUY T aTeT ATdHifires et & Ty Jdd! IR Seiid |

Government branding on the cylinder, the Direct Benee t Transfer (DBT) credit in the
woman’s account, and the scheme’s naming after the Prime Minister — all signalling that the
state was present and accountable.

iR N WHRT FifET, Afgen & @1l H DBT, 3R AISHT BT 11 GUIHAT & 919 W -1 —
T+t Thd 3 A fb T4 Hinlg 3R Sa1eeE 8|

The war in West Asia and the LPG crisis exposes that communication and capacity were
never aligned.

a3 Tlrn & g oiR Terdish Hae A i@ fos @amr ofk &ryan & arada =18l uTl

The branding belonged to the state while the supply chain moved through markets and
chokepoints that the state observed from a distance once the transition to LPG was complete.
SIS Ireg & 2R, AfB mgfel YRaen SoRT R arersii I ot off, foF W o & dten
[BRENERKIT
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But when the Strait of Hormuz closes, the sovereign guarantee has no physical
infrastructure behind it.

éﬁwﬁﬁamwﬁaﬁm%ﬁwﬁ%nﬂﬂ%%ﬁéwmﬁ
I
The cost of that misalignment is not distributed neutrally.
39 g DI AN 9 ¥4 ¥ faakd =& gl
One in four PMUY benee ciaries took only one ree Il or none at all in normal times, because
ree Il costs exceeded what the subsidy covered for the poorest quintiles.
IR T I Tp MUY Tt 3 I g § Fad v Rfea a1 +15 oft =8 foran, aaifes Rftea
B AN HEE TR I & fore wists! 4 s ot
With mandatory booking gaps at 45 days (rural) and 25 days (urban) and prices rising by
%60 a cylinder in March, those households are the ¢ rst to revert to biomass and the last to
receive any relief when allocations tighten.
45 f&= @mon ﬁTZSQWWﬂ)$§;@TM{W 3R AT # 260 Ul Riaiex i & sRu, 3
ORIR T U ST TR dled § 3R I8d 96 3fd § Ui &= gl
Scheduled Caste and tribal households have 10% to 30% lower LPG access than upper-
caste households, independent of income, partly because distributor networks in segregated
rural geographies replicate caste hierarchies in allocation.

3R ST UfRaRt &1 3= sfadl @1 ga T & 10% A 30% HH Tl ugh
8, I fadR 0T YOI & ST SRTATET 51 8l 5|
A war in West Asia activates those hierarchies.
uf3m TR &1 gog 37 SEFde) & 3R 967 3T g
The gendered dimension of this design ¢ aw is equally structural.
39 feos @ dftre wawn Hf WRed® 5l
The scheme made women the formal benes ciaries of an entitlement while leaving its
actual delivery entirely outside their control.
S Ao - Aigarsit &t arurdt s, Afe aRafde FHEor 39 U el ATl
The IISD found that in 74% households, women made decisions on cooking energy sources.
IISD 3 9T b 749% afRarRY & afgemt Sof Od &1 Ao adt €1
When LPG prices rose sharply, 14% said they would revert to biomass, leaving women to
manage the shift without institutional support.
e TSl B del, aF 14% = IRITHRT U die &1 a1d S, o Afgansfl o o S
T & 9 TS
Access framed as liberation from drudgery quietly restores it when supply fails and women
carry that burden without institutional recourse.
< gfawr gfea & o 8 § 72 <, 98 Smufd favra 817 W R 4w &1 &gt & o g |
None of this requires starting over.
4% oY J9 $© TURR I Y& TR $1 T Hhdl T 3|
A two-month strategic LPG bue er, a statutory minimum of imports routed outside the Strait
of Hormuz, and publicly available crisis protocols are design measures the current system
has never implemented.
&l UE &1 Torifae Tadis HsR, §1HW & 18R ST, SR ATduf-® Gde Hieldid o
Iurg 37t @y e fbw e B
Community biogas under GOBARdhan with the Indian Biogas Association proposing a
10,000 subsidy per unit revival for « ve million dormant plants, alongside accelerated
piped gas for dense urban areas, provides targeted redundancy.

GOBARdhan TSI & I8d ATHSAP IR, forad 210,000 ufe gfve Afeast 3R 50 @R
wie gAsiad, auT edt & H uTsts A, Ue dohfeld SIadl U $Rd g

A serious welfare architecture does not replace its primary delivery system when it comes
under stress.

TP Tolgd S0l YISl Hpe & THd U1t got ATgfef gomett ) =1gf agerdt |
Instead, it builds the redundancy underneath so that the stress never reaches the
household.

Sfceh g Aot AT TR HIdl 8, Alfh Tdbhe WY dd - Ug |
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In perspective

ufevea o

e The deeper problem is that a decade of welfare expansion measured success in
connections delivered and treated continuity under stress as a problem for another day.
TR AT I8 § o om0l AR ) SAaRI o1 T-AT I A7 71T 3R Heve B fARawar &1
ToR3farS fobar |

e An entitlement that holds only in undisturbed markets is not durable by any standard worth
defending.

Sl 3R bad fRR STeR # & &, 98 fedrs, =t siail

¢ India extended clean cooking to hundreds of millions, and called it transformation.
YRA 7 AT AN P W= 384 faar 3R 38 ufvad= weal

e The question the war is now forcing is whether transformation built on unbroken global
supply chains, without bue ers, triage rules, and alternatives, can honestly be called a
guarantee at all.

ﬂa%%%ug%%w%ﬁmwﬁ,mm,ﬁuweﬁvﬁmézwﬁwmﬁw
|
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31Mar

|31 March 2026
Manufacturing, capital goods lift IIP growth to 5.2%in Feb.

faforfor, Gofva aeqeil 3 wRad & 1P gf B 5.29 dF TEr|

31Mar | IRDAI approves India AS framework for insurers
IRDA 3 SHTHalaf & fIT India AS ThHAD BI Ao &t
31Mar | Nifty 50 marks worst month in 6 years, falls 11.4% in March
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The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Growth in India’s indus-
trial activity accelerated
marginally to 5.2% in Fe-
bruary, driven by a quick-
ening of growth in the ma-
nufacturing and capital
goods sectors, data re-
leased by the Centre on
Monday showed.

The data on the Index of
Industrial Production for
February, released by the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementa-
tion, shows that the final
growth for January was al-
so upgraded to 5.1% from
the provisional 4.8% stated

as part of last month’s data
release.

Within the Index,
growth in the manufactur-
ing sector accelerated to
6% in February, from 5.3%
in the previous month.
This was also considerably
faster than the 2.8% in
growth in February last
year. The mining and quar-
rying sector, on the other
hand, saw growth slowing
to a four-month low of 3.1%
in February 2026, down
from 4.3% in January. This
was, however, faster than
the 1.6% seen in February
2025.

Growth in the electricity
sector, too, slowed to 2.3%

Industrial uptick

The chart shows month-wise IIP growth rates (in %)
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in February 2026 from
5.1% in January.

“The growth is invest-
ment led, with basic me-
tals, automobiles, machin-

SOURCE: MOSPI

ery, and double digit gains
in capital goods and infras-
tructure/construction

goods pointing to a capex
and infrastructure driven

upcycle,” Rajeev Sharan,
Head of Research at Brick-
work Ratings said.
Notably, growth in the
capital goods sector accel-
erated to a nine-month
high of 12.5% in February
2026 from 4.1% in the pre-
vious month. This perfor-
mance on the back of a re-
latively strong
performance of 8.1% in Fe-
bruary of last year.
Consumer demand, ho-
wever, seems to have
slumped, according to the
data. The consumer dura-
bles sector contracted 2.1%
in February 2026, the sec-
tor’s worst performance in
27 months. The consumer

non-durables sector, too,
contracted 0.6%, the se-
cond consecutive month of
contraction.

“Overall, the data con-
firms that investment
linked sectors are anchor-
ing growth, while softer
consumer non durables
and modest mining and
electricity gains highlight
areas where the recovery is
still incomplete,” Mr. Sha-
ran said. “From a credit
rating perspective, sus-
tained manufacturing and
investment momentum
support credit strength,
though uneven demand
means fundamentals are
still evolving”

31Mar. Manufacturing, capital goods lift IIP growth to 5.2% in Feb.

fafator, goira axgei A wRast 7 1P i &Y 5.2% 9% Temn|

e Growth in India’s industrial activity accelerated marginally to 5.2% in February, driven by a
quickening of growth in the manufacturing and capital goods sectors, data released by the
Centre on Monday showed.
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The data on the Index of Industrial Production for February, released by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation, shows that the final growth for January was
also upgraded to 5.1% from the provisional 4.8% stated as part of last month’s data release.

TRa’] & fore Sienfiie SaTe Jadi® (1IP) & 3ids, g Tiferst ok srfwyd srafaaa
HATEd gRT SR a1 T, 98 2w & b o) @Y sifom g @) o ree 7en & ol 4.8%
3 FGTHR 5.1% B faam 7|

Within the Index, growth in the manufacturing sector accelerated to 6% in February, from
5.3% in the previous month.

Fawis & iR, fafmior & & 3fg wradt o 6% a% ol g3, S fUsa 7 5.3% 2|

This was also considerably faster than the 2.8% growth in February last year.

Tg IS I8 WRaR B 2.8% B qhg DI gl § BIH! ol AT

The mining and quarrying sector, on the other hand, saw growth slowing to a four-month
low of 3.1% in February 2026, down from 4.3% in January.

SR 3R, T 3R WaT & & i gThs HRaR) 2026 H IR HEH & Had TR 3.1% TR 3T
TR, S SaRT 1 4.3% i

This was, however, faster than the 1.6% seen in February 2025.

BT, T8 TR 2025 H 3 T 1.6% I 3 1|

Growth in the electricity sector, too, slowed to 2.3% in February 2026 from 5.1% in January.
fagga &= T gfS 1t S8 & 5.1% T UTHR BRas! 2026 & 2.3% B TR |

“The growth is investment led, with basic metals, automobiles, machinery, and double
digit gains in capital goods and infrastructure/construction goods pointing to a capex and
mfrastructure driven upcycle,” Rajeev Sharan, Head of Research at Brickwork Ratings said.

Tg gig fawr-smenfya €, foraw 3R Aew, siferiiase, w=iA, SR Ysivra avgai aur
gxmaamfﬁnfur Jegail A & 3 &1 S, Yol o0 SR §FIE! gl gRT Aaferd SaTd &t
3R Yobd PR 8,” ﬁmﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁmmwﬁml

Notably, growth in the capital goods sector accelerated to a nine-month high of 12.5% in
February 2026 from 4.1% in the previous month.

Ry &, Yoivra avg 87 7 3fs s 7eH & 4.1% J IgHR WRas] 2026 T A1 HgH & 3
WR 12.5% W UG TS|

This performance on the back of a relatively strong performance of 8.1% in February of last
year.

Tg UexH fUzd oy Bradl §f iedd Ioled 8.1% & UeRH & 3R TR g3

Consumer demand, however, seems to have slumped, according to the data.

BT, Sihsl b TR SUHFT AT H fiRTae f3@rs <t 71

The consumer durables sector contracted 2.1% in February 2026, the sector’s worst
performance in 27 months.

UG fhTSs avg & TRad 2026 T 2.1% °e 7T, S 37 & BT 27 HEHT & o TR
TR g |
The consumer non-durables sector, too, contracted 0.6%, the second consecutive month
of contraction.

IuUFar R-FeH1S avg &7 1 0.6% T T, S AAR IRT HeH1 & Id 394 fARTae ofE g
“Overall, the data confirms that investment linked sectors are anchoring growth, while softer
consumer non durables and modest mining and electricity gains highlight areas where the
recovery is still incomplete,” Mr. Sharan said.

‘ool IR, 3Mhe I I ¢ b Fawr & 92 & 3 &) WeR1 2 @ §, el Hreik
SUHIaT R-feprss gy 3R Wiftya @ auT faggd 3fS 78 i & i goaR snft e
AL R E R
“From a credit rating perspective, sustained manufacturing and investment momentum
support credit strength, though uneven demand means fundamentals are still evolving.”

“Ppige ¥ & =PHr J, AR fafmfor siz = wfa Hise aogd & gud= & €, gaifes
3T T &1 Taad g fob §Radt R anft iR gIe 81
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IRDAI approves India AS

framework for insurers

IRDAI has approved amendments mandating
insurers to prepare and present financial
statements in accordance with applicable Indian
Accounting Standards effective April 1, 2026. The
implementation of Ind AS will be applicable to all
categories of insurers - life, general, stand alone
health insurers and reinsurers. The amendment
sets out the regulatory framework governing the
recognition, measurement, presentation and
disclosure of financial statements under Ind AS.
Introduction of Ind AS aims to enhance
consistency, transparency and comparability in
financial reporting across the insurance sector, in
alignment with globally accepted standards,
IRDAI said on Monday, announcing approval for
the Insurance Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (Actuarial, Finance and
Investment Functions of Insurers) (Amendment)
Regulations, 2026.

31Mar. IRDAI approves India AS framework for
insurers

IRDA 7 fHTHaiaft & fT India AS THTSD BI

e IRDAI has approved amendments mandating insurers
to prepare and present financial statements in accordance
with applicable Indian Accounting Standards effective April 1,

2026.

IRDA = TN & Tt <t 7, S diremataft & 1 oiid 2026 9
AR U AT ATl & SIuR faig faaror dar e ik
TRJd HRA & forg Sifard 9 g

e The implementation of Ind AS will be applicable to all
categories of insurers - life, general, stand alone health
insurers and reinsurers.

Ind AS &1 BRI IHI UHR & SHIBAIST - SHTa-, JHT,
WS- 3dH WA SHHTHdl 3R JAaHTSdl - )R A7 gh|

e The amendment sets out the regulatory framework
governing the recognition, measurement, presentation and
disclosure of financial statements under Ind AS.

Ig I fame grar Ryild #Ra1e S Ind AS & dgd faxiia

fqaRont &t wr=ar, ATeE, Ui 3R wedidRur & FRifd HRar 8|

e Introduction of Ind AS aims to enhance consistency, transparency and comparability in
financial reporting across the insurance sector, in alignment with globally accepted
standards, IRDAI said on Monday, announcing approval for the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India (Actuarial, Finance and Investment Functions of Insurers)
(Amendment) Regulations, 2026.
Ind AS & JFHTA H1 I5-F 1 &7 § faiig Raifén o wnfay, ureefRiar siv 3l
TG 8, St af¥e ¥ A Wipd AF®! & 3T 8, IRDA 3 THAR & &g, 3R ST
faframe SR fawr wfteer YR (Tagfvaa, faw ok fawr o) @=nem) fafam, 2026 @t

Tl ) SO |

Nifty 50 marks worst month

in 6 years,

Index dips 2.14% on Monday; decline broad-based with 2,762 stocks declining and just 570

falls 11.4% in March

advancing from among the more than 3,000 stocks that traded in the National Stock Exchange

MUMBAI Steep

their worst March in

six years as bench-
mark Nifty fell 11.36%, its 10%
steepest decline since

l ndian investors faced

March 2020, as global mar- 5%
kets reel under the war
between the U.S. and Iran. o
Nifty fell 2.14% to -
22,331.4 points on Monday, .

extending the six weeks of
continuous declines. Sen-
sex fell 2.22% to 71,947.5 -

-10%

The chart shows the percentage change in
Sensex and Nifty points for the last one year

H NSE EBSE

more than 4% in a session.
0il prices continued to
be a pain point for the mar-
ket as Brent Crude Futures
stayed over $108 a barrel.
The Iran-U.S. war showed
no signs of de-escalation
even as U.S. President Do-
nald Trump reportedly
“prefers diplomacy” and
claims talks are ongoing.
Markets have been in
flux ever since the West
Asian crisis and the volatil-
ity measure India VIX hita
four-year high of 27.75 on

decline

points. Mar. 1
Both Nifty and Sensex 2025

Monday, up 3% in a day.
Analysts  maintained

Junel Sep.1 Dec.1 Mar. 1
2025 2025 2025 2026

opened at 22,549.65 points

that markets were fragile.

and 72,565.22 points res-
pectively, down over 1%
from the previous close.
After gaining a few points
on the way down to the
day’s high, the benchmark
indices tumbled down to
the day’s close.

The decline was broad-
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based with 2,762 stocks
down and just 570 advanc-
ing from the over 3,000
stocks that traded in the
National Stock Exchange
(NSE).

There were just 13
months since 1995, when
monthly returns declined

by 10% or more, and four
of them were in 2008. The
worst monthly decline re-
corded was in October
2008, when Nifty crashed
by over 26%.

All the 21 sectoral Nifty
indices dipped, with Nifty
PSU Bank dropping by
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“On the higher side 22,800
stands as the immediate
hurdle on any recovery at-
tempt. On the downside,
21,700-21,900 band is like-
Iy to act as immediate sup-
port,” said Nandish Shah -
Deputy Vice President,
HDFC Securities.
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31Mar. Nifty 50 marks worst month in 6 years, falls 11.4% in March

Nifty 50 = 6 GHI H HEH WRTH AT Gof T, ATE A 11.4% RT

Index dips 2.14% on Monday; decline broad-based with 2,762 stocks declining and just
570 advancing from among the more than 3,000 stocks that traded in the National
Stock Exchange

agm‘rﬂz 14% FRT, fiRTae =Tus € R 2,762 AR R 3R 3,000 9 Siftrw
a'SE'Q‘\-ﬁTR)r 5703%,\“:?[Nat|onal Stock Exchange ﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬂ?ﬁ??%a

Indian investors faced their worst March in six years as benchmark Nifty fell 11.36%, its
steepest decline since March 2020, as global markets reel under the war between the U.S.
and Iran.

YRAH (At 3 g aul § 391 Ted WR1E AT oxdl Fifds SeHTeh Nifty 11.36% FRT, S AT
2020 & 91¢ T §3! fIRTae §, i Afyer IR 3R 3R S & e g & THE A Bl
Nifty fell 2.14% to 22,331.4 points on Monday, extending the six weeks of continuous
declines.

HHAR B Nifty 2.14% RS 22,331.4 3 TR 31 741, O TR B8 I8 &I TR1ae SR
el

Sensex fell 2.22% to 71,947.5 points.

Sensex 2.22% fR&R 71,947.5 3 W 31 71|

Both Nifty and Sensex opened at 22,549.65 points and 72,565.22 points respectively, down
over 1% from the previous close.

Nifty 3R Sensex SHHTT: 22,549.65 3 3R 72,565.22 3idh R Ja, S Uza &g T 1%
3P = 4|

After gaining a few points on the way down to the day’s high, the benchmark indices tumbled
down to the day’s close.

3 & I TR qP ofd 0 $© 3P TG & 9IG, STHID GBI fad o 3id b doil 9 fR
Y|

The decline was broad-based with 2,762 stocks down and just 570 advancing from the over
3,000 stocks that traded in the National Stock Exchange (NSE).

e fRTae e ot R 2,762 R AR 3R 3,000 V 3P 28 T IR & I Had 570 98, W
National Stock Exchange (NSE)f[EFIﬁER CREER

There were just 13 months since 1995, when monthly returns declined by 10% or more, and
four of them were in 2008.

1995 & 91 H Had 13 HeH QU Ig § oId HIRID Rew 10% I1 39 31 R, SR 378 4 IR
2008 7 3|

The worst monthly decline recorded was in October 2008, when Nifty crashed by over 26%.
T WIS ARy FRIaT Sfagar 2008 H ool &1 T3 oY, ST Nifty 26% ¥ 3iferes R ar )

All the 21 sectoral Nifty indices dipped, with Nifty PSU Bank dropping by more than 4% in a
session.

Tt 21 YFERA Nifty Fadhie R, fSIH Nifty PSU Bank T I3 T 4% 3 31fde 1|

Qil prices continued to be a pain point for the market as Brent Crude Futures stayed over
$108 a barrel.

U B! P IR P fE fiar &1 HRUr s 38T RMfP Brent Crude Futures $108 Ufd SR 9
R IATRETI

The Iran-U.S. war showed no signs of de-escalation even as U.S. President Donald Trump
reportedly “prefers diplomacy” and claims talks are ongoing.

-3HRDT g5 H 19 HH 5 & Pl Yobd o1 fad, Hel 81 SR AFUTT Donald Trump
FRIT ETF G B IR 3 2 IR I TR S BT @ Y B

Markets have been in flux ever since the West Asian crisis and the volatility measure India
VIX hit a four-year high of 27.75 on Monday, up 3% in a day.

UfEy TRMATE Ydhe & 918 ¥ TN SRR T4 gU § 3R RRAT @HI® India VIX THAR B
27.75% IR U1 & I WR R Ugd T, S U 37 & 3% qa

Analysts .maintained that markets were fragile.

3 gl & SR Ao fRUfq A B
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“On the higher side 22,800 stands as the immediate hurdle on any recovery attempt.

“FHURT TR W 22,800 fdt it Repadt v & T 141 S =U H TSTR |

On the downside, the 21,700-21,900 band is likely to act as immediate support,” said Nandish

Shah - Deputy Vice President, HDFC Securities.

BT 3R 21,700-21,900 BT SRRT dbTd HYT & =0 H BTH B Ibdl 8,” Nandish Shah,

fevt arsg URISe, HDFC Securities 3 HgT|

Sitharaman defends IBC citing

higher recoveries, turnarounds
IGS lll: Economy |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday de-
fended the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) in
Parliament, citing the high
level of realisations from
distressed assets, recovery
for creditors, and turna-
round of companies that
have emerged from the re-
solution process.

Replying to the debate
on the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy (Amendment)

Bill 2026, Ms. Sitharaman
said the point of the IBC
was not debt recovery, but
the rescue of viable busi-
nesses and addressing
their financial stress.

“The IBC is a framework
for rescuing viable busi-
nesses and resolving finan-
cial stress while preserving
the enterprise value,” Ms.
Sitharaman said. “It was
never intended to be a
debt-recovery tool. Recov-
ery values are a by-pro-
duct,” she added.

She said, the IBC pro-

cess is market-driven and
recoveries reflect the un-
derlying asset quality and
commercial viability of the
distressed enterprise.
“The IBC actually realises
94.95% of the fair value of
the company at the time of
admission,” she said.

The Lok Sabha passed
the Bill to amend the insol-
vency law to provide for
strict timelines, an out-of-
court settlement option
and enable the framework
for cross-border insolven-
Cy processes.

31Mar. Sitharaman defends IBC citing hlgher recoveries, turnarounds

RIuRe 3 1BC 31 914 {41, 37 a9eh SR TISER 1 gara fm

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Monday defended the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) in Parliament, citing the high level of realisations from distressed
assets, recovery for creditors, and turnaround of companies that have emerged from the
resolution process.

foa w0 foten farwor 3 SHaR &1 9ue J Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) &l
19 faan, SR YdheIRa URIUfEl & S W, TFeR! & fore avgel, SR aTe Ufehar §
IR HUT &b TSGR b1 garer e
Replying to the debate on the Insolvency and Bankruptcy (Amendment) Bill 2026, Ms.
Sitharaman said the point of the IBC was not debt recovery, but the rescue of viable
businesses and addressing their financial stress.

Insolvency and Bankruptcy (Amendment) Bill 2026 WWWW@E’Q LKl
HIIRHUT 7 HT % IBC FT I5T HU Il a1, dfech ST qaumdl &l FaHT 3R I foxiig
T1E B R TG
“The IBC is a framework for rescuing viable businesses and resolving financial stress while
preserving the enterprise value,” Ms. Sitharaman said.

“|BC a8 Buwuga%aaﬁ 3R faar 1a 1 GR AR BT U ST §, 1Y & TeuTge aeg.
DI W& PR 5, Fich Hrarwwr = Tl
“It was never intended to be a debt-recovery tool. Recovery values are a by-product,” she
added.
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=q ol 1 FU-aelt & IuHRr & U T LY ST M7 AT S Yoo U Yg-3dIE ], S/
SIE

She said, the IBC process is market-driven and recoveries reflect the underlying asset quality
and commercial viability of the distressed enterprise.

38 Fel & 1BC Ufshan SoR-3MeTRd § 3R ael! YheIrd IeM &I sfaffed uRwufy
ToTal 3R ARG FHaERIdT Bl G g |

“The IBC actually realises 94.95% of the fair value of the company at the time of admission,”
she said.

“|BC IRad | YA & GHY HU & IId e BT 94.95% UT HRAT §,” S5 Hall

The Lok Sabha passed the Bill to amend the insolvency law to provide for strict timelines, an
out-of-court settlement option and enable the framework for cross-border insolvency
processes.

e T A fearferae s & W=ied g e il fasar, ford e IHg-3i1, Siafdad o
TeR Fuer &1 fawen 3R W1-ur fearferaro ufssanait & fore g uer fear mr gl
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S WISl T ARRTSP Aead ‘SCAN’ UIfha-T I | TST T 147
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Meta-YouTube ﬁvhm@wﬁ%m%%qw &[?-f%
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OpenAl-Microsoft W@E‘Iﬂ
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Newfound brain network ‘SCAN’
implicated in Parkinson’s disease

A study has uncovered previously elusive t:

ets that could improve efficacy of modulatory therapies for Parkinson's; in a trial with 18 people with

the disease, those who received transcranial magnetic stimulation targeted at the brain’s SCAN regions had significantly less tremors and instability

Sheetal Potdar

arkinson’s disease affects more

than 10 million people

worldwide. A patient struggles

to perform coordinated
movement, requiring conscious effort and
attention even for a simple task like
buttoning a shirt. Natural movements like
walking and turning have to be planned
as the person will struggle to start and
stop actions.

Over time, the person will move
slower, become unstable, and suffer
tremors.

Now, new research reveals a brain
network promising precise targets for
treatment.

Higher order networks
To date, various treatment options are
available, but none are ideal. For
example, pharmacological treatment with
levodopa, a dopamine precursor, partially
alleviates Parkinson’s symptoms.
However, the effect of levodopa is
variable and repeated use causes
side-effects like uncontrolled movements.
Another approved therapy is deep brain
stimulation (DBS), wherein electrodes are
surgically implanted inside specific brain
regions.

“However, DBS is expensive and
invasive, albeit not risky,” Prashanth
Kukkle, consultant neurologist at the

motor cortex, creating a continuous
“map” of the body across the brain’s
surface.

Over time, however, this map has been
questioned for its limited precision. Nico
D =

's Disease and

Disorders Clinic, Bengaluru, said.

Non-invasive therapies like transcranial
magnetic stimulation (TMS), where
magnetic fields are applied to stimulate
nerve cells, are at an experimental stage
and require “sweet spots, or precise
targets that can bring about dramatic
improvement, which are still being
explored,” Dr. Kukkle added.

Until recently, neurologists were
probing motor-effector areas of the motor
cortex, which are surface-level brain areas
controlling muscular activity of individual
body parts like the foot, arm, and mouth.
However, dysfunction in these regions has
not been sufficient to explain the
coordination deficits seen in Parkinson’s.

A prevailing hypothesis has been that
higher order networks — large-scale,
interconnected clusters integrating
information across brain regions for
complex cognitive functions like planning
and attention — may be involved. A new
study in Nature addressed this hypothesis
and found that Parkinson’s disease is
associated with the abnormal
strengthening of a brain network called
the somatic cognitive action network

CAN).

The study’s findings have uncovered
previously elusive precise targets that
could improve efficacy of modulatory
therapies for Parkinson’s.

Discovery of SCAN

Historically, neurologists have been
interested in mapping the precise brain
regions that directly control movement of
specific body parts. Around a century
ago, the American-Canadian
neurosurgeon Wilder Penfield electrically
stimulated the surface of the brain in
awake patients and recorded which body
parts moved in response. He found that
neighbouring parts of the body were
represented in neighbouring areas of the

a gist at
University School of Medicine in St. Louis

study, pioneered a method called
precision functional mapping (PFM),
which helped refine the Penfield map.

“Previously, most imaging studies
relied on averaging data across
individuals,” he explained. “It’s like
averaging the faces of 100 people — you
would end up with a cartoon face, nota
real face.”

PFM allowed functional mapping of
individual brains, thus producing ‘maps’
of higher resolution.

Typically, in low-resolution maps, only
the specific motor-effector area would be
visible as a single dot when a particular
body part moved. But in a 2023 paper,
using PFM, Dr. Dosenbach and

and a co-author of the Parkinson’s disease

Parkinson’s disease affects more than 10 million people worldwide. GETTY IMAGES

o

In Parkinson's disease patients, the
SCAN network is closely connected
with key Parkinson's-related brain
regions such as the basal ganglia and
thalamus, showing pathological
abnormal strengthening of these
connections

HESHENG LIU
Professor at Changping Laboratoryy, Beijing

‘Toronto who wasn’t involved in the study,
said.

SCAN in the picture
Using the same PFM technique, the
authors examined functional MRI scans
and electrocorticographs — records of
electrical signals from the cortex — of 863
people with Parkinson’s disease, many of
whom were receiving different approved
ies like DBS and levod

reported a new pattern where three
additional zones appeared as “three dots”
along the motor cortex whenever
unrelated body parts were stimulated.
These three zones were interspersed
between the motor-effector regions
controlling arm, foot, and mouth.
Whether the ankle was stimulated or the
elbow, the three-dots pattern would be
activated.

“The regularity of the pattern across
individuals made me suspect that there
might be an entirely different
organisational principle at work,” Dr.
Dosenbach said. These patterns were

to connect to higher-order brain areas
involved in coordinating movement.

Other experts agree that the discovery
of SCAN changed their impression of the
way the motor cortex is organised.

“We don’t only have a series of
‘effectors’ controlling individual body
parts in the primary motor cortex. We
also have integrative areas that oversee
and coordinate movements,” Alfonso
Fasano, a neurologist at the University of

later renamed SCAN, and they were found

“In Parkinson’s disease patients, the
SCAN network is closely connected with
key Parkinson’s-related brain regions such
as the basal ganglia and thalamus,
showing pathological abnormal
strengthening of these connections,”
Hesheng Liu, professor at Changping
Laboratory, Beijing, and the lead author
of the study, said.

In contrast, the SCAN network was not
abnormally strengthened in patients with
another motor disorder, amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis (ALS).

A key strength of the paper was the
sheer size of the datasets — which Dr. Liu
and his team had been gathering since
2016. “Hesheng Liu and team ran several
complex clinical studies in record time
and networked with other scientists
around the world to pool data,” Dr.
Dosenbach said.

“The other strength of the paper is that
it uses multiple cohorts of patients treated
with different modalities and shows a
consistent finding: over-connectivity of
SCAN to basal ganglia in Parkinson’s
disease,” Dr. Fasano added. “Importantly,

when a treatment has worked, there’s a
common denominator: the reduction of

SCAN over-connectivity.”

On the flip side, Dr. Fasano expressed
belief that framing Parkinson’s disease as
a SCAN disorder is an oversimplistic
conclusion. “First, Parkinson’s disease is
heterogeneous. Second, other conditions
such as parkinsonism or dystonia may
involve similar network abnormalities,”
he said.

Nevertheless, SCAN over-connectivity
with basal ganglia represents a new
network-level biomarker for Parkinson’s
disease.

Cautious optimism

‘The findings have clinical implications. In
the study, the authors conducted a
preliminary trial where 18 people with
Parkinson’s disease were randomly
assigned to receive TMS directed at the
SCAN regions. Compared to a control
cohort whose brains were stimulated at
the effector regions, the SCAN-targeted
group showed significantly less tremors,
rigidity, slowness, and instability within
two weeks.

Both Dr. Dosenbach and Dr. Fasano
agreed that a TMS therapy directed at
SCAN for Parkinson’s disease patients is
on the horizon.

“In future, there will be both
non-invasive and minimally invasive
neuromodulatory therapies aimed
directly at SCAN in a personalised manner
using PFM,” Dr. Dosenbach said.

Dr. Kukkle remained cautiously
optimistic: “Being superficially located in
the cortex, SCAN is easily accessible by
‘TMS for non-invasive modulation.”
However, he added that SCAN is also a
newly discovered brain region that has yet
to be included in standard medical
textbooks and atlases: “While this paper
shows rational, biological plausibility and
early clinical evidence, it has to be seen
whether it converts to routine clinical

ractice.”

(Sheetal Potdar has a PhD in
neuroscience and is a freelance science
Jjournalist. sheetaldpotdar@gmail.com)

31Mar. Newfound brain network ‘SCAN’ implicated in Parkinson’s disease

S QI 741 ARATsP Aedd ‘SCAN’ UIfha=T INT | ST UrT 71T

Parkinson’s disease

e Parkinson’s disease affects more than 10 million people worldwide.
rfdaeT 0T g R H 10 Frferas & oif¥res &l 1 wanfad arar 1

e A patient struggles to perform coordinated movement, requiring conscious effort and
attention even for a simple task like buttoning a shirt.

TH TR & gaf-ad TfAfaf o33 & SHS1s gicl 8, Tg1 I & W &b g1 @A oY TRA
B & forg ot Ted TR 3R AT &) TaRghdT gl B
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e Natural movements like walking and turning have to be planned as the person will struggle
to start and stop actions.

TG 3R o1 St T faes Tfafafiat ot off T st usd § i cufda & fomamai &t
TR 3R AP § B3-S It 21

e Over time, the person will move slower, become unstable, and suffer tremors.
T % 1Y e YT ) Ol 2, SIFRIR 8 Wl & 3R B (tremors) I GSd Sl |
e Now, new research reveals a brain network promising precise targets for treatment.

g,g@uﬁw%%ﬁw%@w%ﬁ%a&ummmm
|

Higher order networks

I-TRY Acad

e To date, various treatment options are available, but none are ideal.
319 d% fafid IuaR fawed Iuds &, Ao o1 off 3me=t 7161 8|

e For example, pharmacological treatment with levodopa, a dopamine precursor, partially
alleviates Parkinson’s symptoms.
I2TERU & Y, AGTSIUT (Sl U STUTHTS Ydad 6) I SUAR Ulfdha & A&ful &1 SHifRkIe &4
I S BT ¢

o However, the effect of levodopa is variable and repeated use causes side-effects like
uncontrolled movements.

gTaifer, Aarsrar &1 yuTa - 811 8 SR IR-IR SuanT § siferifya nfafafimat S
SHUTE BId B

e Another approved therapy is deep brain stimulation (DBS), wherein electrodes are
surgically implanted inside specific brain regions.
TP 3 Wipd IUTIR S 99 fRegaw= (DBS) §, SrH sadcis @ faviy afkrss & & workt
ERT TARITU faar ST g |

e “However, DBS is expensive and invasive, albeit not risky,” Prashanth Kukkle, consultant
neurologist at the Parkinson’s Disease and Movement Disorders Clinic, Bengaluru said.
m%ﬁossngmeﬁvaw% BT Te SHREH W1 6] €, ST 3 FRIerore FRIid
@Wa Dol

¢ Non-invasive therapies like transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS), where magnetic
fields are applied to stimulate nerve cells, are at an experimental stage and require “sweet
spots, or precise targets that can bring about dramatic improvement, which are still being
explored,” Dr. Kukkle added.
R-3ATHTHS IUTIR S TiFbi-ad Hifew (TMS), TR Ga® 1 &3 T STANT B
T BRI B Iford faar o |, srft T § 3R 3 “TIP &Y (sweet
spots)’ B HTIRTHI gl g, ot 31l Wie &1 S & B

o Until recently, neurologists were probing motor-e« ector areas of the motor cortex, which
are surface-level brain areas controlling muscular activity of individual body parts like the
foot, arm, and mouth.
BId a, HieT PIcaT P HIcT-shae? &A1 o7 3T IR g U, o AfKTSs Bl
Hag! W ¢ 3R W, g1y 7% He SRit wfafafiat ot fifad st 81

e However, dysfunction in these regions has not been sue cient to explain the coordination
dee cits seen in Parkinson’s.
Qb 37 & B TR THY B HH B I TRe THIH & g vaf T2 R

e A prevailing hypothesis has been that higher order networks — large-scale, interconnected
clusters integrating information across brain regions for complex cognitive functions like
planning and attention — may be involved.

TS T URbeU U8 381 ¢ [ Ioa-S g Acad — o 93 3R TRER S gU I9E © 3R
ST 9T AT S Sifed BRI & 1T SHBRI BT AT HId & — wﬁm&ms‘mﬁ%l

e A new study in Nature addressed this hypothesis and found that Parkinson’s disease is
associated with the abnormal strengthening of a brain network called the somatic cognitive
action network (SCAN).
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Nature B UHIRIT T T 309 A 50 GRS AT $I ol Bt 3R I b Iifeher I |afes
HITAFCT TR Aead (SCAN) THEG HIRISH cdds Bt SRIHR Hore 9 ST 5 |

e The study’s ¢ ndings have uncovered previously elusive precise targets that could improve
es cacy of modulatory therapies for Parkinson’s.
2 37egg & FIsH T A Uga ¥ 3T WP a8al Bl IR a5 g, S Uifdhee o Aisgaest
SUER] B! GHTERNA & 961 JHhd § |

Discovery of SCAN

SCAN &1 @l

o Historically, neurologists have been interested in mapping the precise brain regions that
directly control movement of specie ¢ body parts.
eI U ¥, TRITORE 37 e AfGTsp & &1 AH0 S & 3 [ad IR & o fadw
YRR & S B ifafy BT T i sra 5

e Around a century ago, the American-Canadian neurosurgeon Wilder Pene eld electrically
stimulated the surface of the brain in awake patients and recorded which body parts moved in
response.
T U Tl Ued, SARD-HISTS RIS argess UBIes A S Hiiel & AfTss &
Tag & faggd Tu I 3T faan 3R gg ot fban i &9 ¥ IRR & i ufdfesan # fa

¢ He found that neighbouring parts of the body were represented in neighbouring areas of the
motor cortex, creating a continuous “map” of the body across the brain’s surface.

32 U 6 TRR & SAT-UT & 37T Hiex B e & 3M9-URT & &1 § g2y o1 &, Foray
ARKTSH Bt JdIg TR IRR BT U AR AT 1 8 |

e Over time, however, this map has been questioned for its limited precision.
TG & 1Y, 39 AT B HHHd Getdpdl & HRU 3 R Y4 33T T

e Nico Dosenbach, a neurologist at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis

and a co-author of the Parkinson’s disease study, pioneered a method called precision
functional mapping (PFM), which helped res ne the Pene eld map.

Ao So-aRe, o g gfafRid wpa sifw AfsRm, de geu & =RhRe § sk s9
ST B YT B, %ﬁ\nﬂmmﬂa (PFM) ATHe® fafd fawRia &1, foRm T ics
& AHRE ST 3R TS TR

o “Previously, most imaging studies relied on averaging data across individuals,” he
explained.
B A, “Ugd, SifAHI SARHT sreag fafirs safeal & Se1 &1 eivd e R AR
a’l”

o “It's like averaging the faces of 100 people — you would end up with a cartoon face, not a
real face.”

“Tg 100 T & G| BT ST FBHITA ST § — S HUD! Th BT AgT BT, St
%ﬂqﬁl"

e PFM allowed functional mapping of individual brains, thus producing ‘maps’ of higher
resolution.

PFM = SIfoRITTd RIS &1 RIS A0 SYd o, o Sa-Reifeg® aret At
g gu|

e Typically, in low-resolution maps, only the specie c motor-ee ector area would be visible as a
single dot when a particular body part moved.
3MHAR W, HH-ReATg2H arel AT 8 $ad IRy diev-ghaes 89 0 fig & w0 fewrs
ST AT O s (ORI ST ferar ol

e Butin a 2023 paper, using PFM, Dr. Dosenbach and colleagues reported a new pattern
where three additional zones appeared as “three dots” along the motor cortex whenever
unrelated body parts were stimulated.

AP 2023 & TH MY TF H, PFM BT ITTNT HRd §Y, S, SIOHaRT 3R 37 Tgaidl 3 Th
=71 O Sarr o 9 sifafved &7 «di= fagei %mﬁnﬁaﬁw%wuﬁ@%ﬁuw
ST 3T &1 Iford fasar ma
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e These three zones were interspersed between the motor-es ector regions controlling arm,
foot, and mouth.
3 FH &7 Hiex-3haer &A1 & o Ry 3 o g1y, TR 3R He &I Fifd #=d §1

o Whether the ankle was stimulated or the elbow, the three-dots pattern would be activated.

918 T I IIford foba ST a1 g1 i, di-foig et afsby 81 Sirar |

o “The regularity of the pattern across individuals made me suspect that there might be an
entlrely die erent organisational principle at work,” Dr. Dosenbach said.

S SiarE 3 B, "ol B 39 Yo ol Prafiidar Y 52 9e e [ agi SIS e

WWWW@T%I

e These patterns were later renamed SCAN, and they were found to connect to higher-order
brain areas involved in coordinating movement.
g Ued @ a1g T SCAN AT o T 3R ura 1 o & - Aferss e ¥ 9e & S
Tfafafar & wag o i B

e Other experts agree that the discovery of SCAN changed their impression of the way the
motor cortex is organised.

317 faRwg off WeHd § fab SCAN &1 Wiet A Hier FIca & A6 & IR H 3HD! T Sl 96d
f&am

e “‘We don’t only have a series of ‘es ectors’ controlling individual body parts in the primary
motor cortex. We also have integrative areas that oversee and coordinate movements,”
Alfonso Fasano, a neurologist at the University of Toronto who wasn'’t involved in the
study, said.
“GHR U I ‘ShaeY ol & ol Mufiie Alex SIcad § 3eiT-31eiT 3771 ! fFifid e &,
afch gUR U TAfPpa &= i € o mfafafda ot AR ofk Ir-ag avd 8 kel fayfaemea
& TRIAORE DIl BTAT - Hgl|

SCAN in the picture

e # scan

e Using the same PFM technique, the authors examined functional MRI scans and
electrocorticographs — records of electrical signals from the cortex — of 863 people with
Parkinson’s disease, many of whom were receiving die erent approved therapies like DBS
and levodopa.

Il PFM T+ %1 SUANT d gU, G| o BaRId MR b+ 3R SaAde IBITehRITG —
Gﬁﬁé‘ﬂﬂ@fﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁm—ésﬁ% H1 e foan, forad 863 urfdhas i &t
Siferet fopan 7 o, R @ B 1 DBS SR AdSIar S SR firer 2 A

e “In Parkinson’s disease patients, the SCAN network is closely connected with key
Parkinson’s-related brain regions such as the basal ganglia and thalamus, showing
pathological abnormal strengthening of these connections,” Hesheng Liu, professor at
Changplng Laboratory, Beijing, and the lead author of the study, said.

[T, SCAN ead &1 Jay aaa HfRerar 3R AT S Agaquf aikass asf 9
fAFcdl A BT 8, 3R 7 HaRM! B IO ST ASTe 3! ot g, SifohT & g=iw ferg
Eall

e |n contrast, the SCAN network was not abnormally strengthened in patients with another
motor disorder, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS).
U fAuid, SCAN Head 3 Ak [AHR TREAIEHh® devd WRRIINT (ALS) a1 TS &
ST &Y ¥ Aol g url T

o A key strength of the paper was the sheer size of the datasets — which Dr. Liu and his team
had been gathering since 2016.

g?uﬁwmmwa@éﬂﬁzw—ﬁ@rﬁm@vwaﬁzom@rmaﬁ
|

e “Hesheng Liu and team ran several complex clinical studies in record time and networked
with other scientists around the world to pool data,” Dr. Dosenbach said.
%ﬁﬂm@vwmﬁmwﬁﬁaﬁa%ﬁm 3o fpu iR g R &
AT & WrY ST AT fasan,” Y. SoHara = FeTl

o “The other strength of the paper is that it uses multiple cohorts of patients treated with
die erent modalities and shows a consistent » nding: over-connectivity of SCAN to basal
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ganglia in Parkinson’s disease,” Dr. Fasano added.
= TNY B} T 3R dlhd I8 © fb 399 faftre Suar fafdal | sar fve U &8 gl &1
SUIRT a1 7T SIR Ueh I sk A 71T Uifdast IRTH SCAN 3R s9a Af{ear &
a4 srafire pAfaefad,” Si. BrH A Fall

o “Importantly, when a treatment has worked, there’s a common denominator: the reduction of
SCAN over-connectivity.”

wwa e YR el BIdT 7, dl Ueb YA dcd BIdT & SCAN Bt 3iftres sAfaefad
.

e Onthe Tip side, Dr. Fasano expressed belief that framing Parkinson’s disease as aSCAN
disorder is an oversimplistic conclusion.

GERY 3R, Y. BRIF! &1 T § & UIfdhem &1 had SCAN fadR & 0 § 381 Ua rcafus
Wwa e 31

o “First, Parkinson’s disease is heterogeneous. Second, other conditions such as
parkinsonism or dystonia may involve similar network abnormalities,” he said.
“Ugal, UTfdha INT fafde (heterogeneous) B | gORT, UTfdhaf-rew a1 f&eif~rar okt o=
fRyfeat & +ff I Aead SRMRIAN 81 ¥l 8, 31 Hell

o Nevertheless, SCAN over-connectivity with basal ganglia represents a new network-level
biomarker for Parkinson’s disease.

iR +ft, scaN 3R ITa e Bt 3iftre HAfdefad! uiha AT & o T 741 Acas-
T ISR Udd R g

Cautious optimism

TdP STATS

e The « ndings have clinical implications.
& et o feafea gua g

¢ In the study, the authors conducted a preliminary trial where 18 people with Parkinson’s
disease were randomly assigned to receive TMS directed at the SCAN regions.
Y ST H, TGP A U URMND TR1er0n foha e 18 urfdba At &1 aefess U d
SCAN &1 wR @féra Tms fear

e Compared to a control cohort whose brains were stimulated at the es ector regions, the
SCAN-targeted group showed signie cantly less tremors, rigidity, slowness, and
instability within two weeks.

39 0 g &1 o H, foFd ARass & shaex &3 &I Iford [l T/ AT, SCAN-afard
ﬂg:s'ﬁa‘rm% R &, FRar, fareT iR SifRRar # Seaa-g w3t & 1|

e Both Dr. Dosenbach and Dr. Fasano agreed that a TMS therapy directed at SCAN for
Parkinson’s disease patients is on the horizon.

&1, SITHaRT 3R T, B! Gl YgHd g fob UTiera AN o Y SCAN TR aféra TMsS vt
STeg Bl SUdsY g1 uhal 5|

e “In future, there will be both non-invasive and minimally invasive neuromodulatory
therapies aimed directly at SCAN in a personalised manner using PFM,” Dr. Dosenbach
said.
“Afqer 7 AR-3TPHTHS 3R YAdH SATHMHP GRIATSTae! SUAR B St PFM 6T JUTNT HR
HIHKITd FU ¥ SCAN DI Sfard B, Sl SIAaRd A BTl

o Dr. Kukkle remained cautiously optimistic: “Being supere cially located in the cortex, SCAN
is easily accessible by TMS for non-invasive modulation.”
ST, Hamd Aad MTRATATI Xg: “Plcad § Ude! (UM & BRI, SCAN B TMS §RT T
aféra fear smawar g1

e However, he added that SCAN is also a newly discovered brain region that has yet to be
included in standard medical textbooks and atlases:

gTelifeh, I5IH SIST i SCAN T =TT Wieit 741 Uierss &= §, o ot d& o fafdre
! 3R Tead § SiHd -Te] fohan T

o “While this paper shows rational, biological plausibility and early clinical evidence, it has
to be seen whether it converts to routine clinical practice.”
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What the Meta-YouTube ruling
means for social media

What did the jury hold the platforms liable for? How did the case focus on platform design over content?

Saee Pande

The story so far:

Los Angeles Superior Court
jury, on March 25, found Meta
Platforms and Alphabet's

YouTube liable for designing
platforms in ways that foster addiction
and harm users’ mental health. The case
centred on a woman who was addicted to
social media platforms. The jury awarded
$3 million in compensatory da X
which dispensed 70% to Meta and 30% to
‘YouTube, and designated punitive
damages of up to $3 million, subject to
judicial confirmation.

‘What did the verdict say?
The presiding judge at the Los Angeles
Superior Court has yet to formalise the
final judgment. The 20-year-old woman,
known as Kaley, testified that her social
media use began as early as age 6 on
YouTube and age 9 on Instagram because
of their attention-grabbing design.
Kaley’s lawyers argued that features
like infinite scroll, autoplay, and
algorithm-driven notifications were
specifically engineered to “hook” young
users. She testified that this addiction

exacerbated her depression, anxiety, and
body dysmorphia.

The case focused on platform design
rather than content, sidestepping Section
230 immunity by characterising social
media platforms as “defective products,”
focusing on design elements such as
algorithmic amplification and addictive
features rather than third-party content,
making it harder for the companies to
avert liability.

Snapchat and TikTok were defendants
in the trial, while both settled with the
plaintiff before it began; the terms of the
agreements were not disclosed.

What evidence swayed the jury?
The case reportedly relied on internal
corporate documents, expert testimony,
and user-behaviour data, pointing to
evidence such as the ‘Facebook Files’,
internal research reported by The Wall
Street Journal in 2021 showing Meta knew
Instagram could worsen body image
issues for teenage girls, with one study
noting that “32% of teen girls said
Instagram made them feel worse.” They
also cited findings referenced in US.
Senate hearings, where whistleblower
Frances Haugen testified that company

research linked platform design to
anxiety and compulsive use.

In YouTube's case, it pointed to
concerns that its recommendation system
steers users toward increasingly engaging
content to maximise watch time, an issue
noted in academic research and media
reports.

‘Why is this verdict a landmark?

The ruling is significant because it shifts
liability from content to platform design.
It challenges protections under Section
230 of the U.S. Communications Decency
Act, long used to shield firms from
responsibility for user-generated content.
Courts have typically dismissed such
cases under Section 230 protections. For
instance, in Gonzalez v. Google (2023), the
U.S. Supreme Court declined to hold
Google liable for YouTube’s algorithmic
recommendations of ISIS-related content.
Similarly, in Twitter v. Taamneh (2023),
claims against Twitter, Facebook, and
Google for aiding terrorism were rejected
due to insufficient proof of direct liability.
These rulings reinforced that platforms
are generally not responsible for
third-party content, even when amplified
by algorithms.

What changes for social media
companies?

The verdict came a day after a jury in New
Mexico found Meta liable for the way in
which its platforms endangered children
and exposed them to sexually explicit
material and contact with sexual
predators. If upheld, the verdict could
compel platforms to rethink core design
features. The ruling heightens demands
for algorithmic transparency, as seen in
proposals like the U.S. Algorithmic
Accountability Act. Crucially, the risk of
punitive damages and over 1,600 pending
lawsuits could trigger costly, copycat
litigation, making aggressive
engagement-driven design legally
vulnerable.

What is next for regulation?

At least half of American teens use
YouTube or Instagram daily, according to
the Pew Research Center. California is
considering stricter rules on teen social
media use, including potential restrictions
on addictive features. At the federal level,
lawmakers have proposed bills mandating
algorithmic transparency and stronger
child-safety protections.

Recently, countries such as Australia
have imposed restrictions on children to
stop or limit their use of social media. The
UK. is running a pilot programme to see
how a ban on social media for people
aged under 16 may work. If upheld on
appeal, it could mark the beginning of a
new era in which algorithmic design is
scrutinised not just for efficiency, but for
its societal and psychological impact.
(Saee Pande is a freelance writer with a
Jocus on politics, current affairs,
international relations, and geopolitics)

THE GIST

-

ALos Angeles jury found Meta
and YouTube liable for
platform design that fostered
addiction and harmed mental
health, shifting focus from
content to algorithmic
amplification and addictive
features.

-

The ruling challenges Section
230 protections and could
trigger costly litigation,
regulatory scrutiny, and
changes to engagement-driven
design.

31Mar. What the Meta-YouTube ruling means for social media

Meta-YouTube WWWW%WW Gl?-f%

A Los Angeles Superior Court jury, on March 25, found Meta Platforms and Alphabet’s
YouTube liable for designing platforms in ways that foster addiction and harm users’ mental

health.
5 7T ) ifer R T i o ot 3 e reiied o e ) 20 Wi

fSSIe XA & e oER 3R il @d 6Td § IR SUANTH IS o WIFIRIS WA Bl
THIH Ugad g |
The case centred on a woman who was addicted to social media platforms.

g {1 T THT Afgdll TR digd T Sl |ikre MfSar wiewii ot sl i
The jury awarded $3 million compensatory damages, allocating 70% to Meta and 30% to
YouTube, and designated punitive damages up to $3 million.

I 7 3 FferaT sTer gamas o, form 709 BeT iR 30% gega &1 faar ma, aur 3 e
STER d% GSTe® goltT Huid fbar|

What did the verdict say?
Haa o FI1 HT TAT?

The presiding judge has yet to formalise the final judgment.
iees rnehter = 3naft sifew fofa &t siivaives wu =& fdan g |

The 20-year-old woman, known as Kaley, said her social media use began at age 6
(YouTube) and 9 (Instagram) due to attention-grabbing design.

20 gt wfge, o Feft He1 T, A Jam & Iua e Hifsar 3uan 6 a¢ (gegs) 3R 9
9 FWRIM) B! Y & & g3, SH1 SRUI AT T itd we- arar fEwimg= o1

Lawyers argued features like infinite scroll, autoplay, algorithm-driven notifications were
designed to “hook” young users.

JHIA! A Hel b i whid, Sieiwt 3R Tafiey smutfya ifefrdb=r & garsht & andt
T & forg fesims T fasar T o)

She testified that addiction worsened her depression, anxiety, and body dysmorphia.

I H81 [ 39 dd 3 ST femm, fiar iR ard fewaiihar & ser faan
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The case focused on platform design, not content, calling platforms “defective products”.
g5 Ama arrdt T afer Wew it fEemsa R Fisd o1 3R 3% grugut Icure Sar T

It targeted algorithmic amplification and addictive features, avoiding Section 230
immunity.

O TENGi® TeraT 3R ad 981 HR- ara Wiend 1R & faan ma, foras SR 230 &t
GR&T X &1 off b |

Snapchat and TikTok were defendants but settled with the plaintiff before trial; terms were
undisclosed.

?gﬁzsﬁ?ﬁwﬁﬂﬁmﬁ,mﬁmﬁmmﬂmm;ﬁmﬁ
{

What evidence swayed the jury?

DI A ATET SR B YUTAT B T2

The case used internal documents, expert testimony, and user behaviour data.

=TI N SR ST, FRRIug TaTd) SR SUGNTE! SaER et 1 STAT T |
Evidence included the Facebook Files and 2021 report by The Wall Street Journal.

e H hag® WIged 3R 2021 $t afd Wie o-d F¥uré i o

Research showed Instagram worsened body image issues, with 32% teen girls saying it
made them feel worse.

<Ny H T 47 {6 SR STl S IHATSHT B geTar €, S 3206 frnfay 3 w1 fe
Y 35 SR R HEYH gofl|

References were made to U.S. Senate hearings, where whistleblower Frances Haugen
linked platform design to anxiety and compulsive use.

APt WHe Fars &1+ Icra fosar T, ot fRaasaior Wi 81874 A WehiH
fEomga @ fiar 3R TR ITERT I S|

In YouTube’s case, concerns were raised about its recommendation system pushing users
towards more engaging content to maximise watch time.

gegd o A H 9% ReuSe fRen IR f[idr Sars 715, st STanahdish & e srade
aﬁzﬁ@?éw%mﬁ?é@ﬁﬁmam

This issue has been noted in academic research and media reports.

Ig IuT Ao My 3ix Wifear frada & of wmm ore 31

Why is this verdict a landmark?

g baar Afe1lRie &l 82

The ruling is signie cant because it shifts liability from content to platform design.

gﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁ{ﬁ%ﬂlﬂﬁm@ﬁﬁmﬁﬁmﬁlﬁm%ﬂmaﬁ 3R TR Bl
I

It challenges protections under Section 230 of the U.S. Communications Decency Act,

long used to shield « rms from responsibility for user-generated content.

I8 ARt Tar Rrerar siffaw @t ¢RT 230 & A <1 €, ST IuahT de I9g ¥
Hufal B IudRTEal-FAffa arrh & fou e @ sem # gl w1 3|

Courts have typlcally dismissed such cases under Section 230 protections.

T AR TR U HTHE! B URT 230 BT JR&T & dad [N Bl g1 8 |

For instance, in Gonzalez v. Google (2023), the U.S. Supreme Court declined to hold Google
liable for YouTube’s algorithmic recommendations of ISIS-related content.
IaTERU & fTe, TSTAST F9TH T0TE (2023) H SRS g DI - IoId & TGP
RIeTR=N gRT ST ens Uy & waftrda Al & fore e &1 foifeR o8 ¥ &R &l
Similarly, in Twitter v. Taamneh (2023), claims against Twitter, Facebook, and Google for
aiding terrorism were rejected due to insue cient proof of direct liability.

S UBR, fgex I8 amHAg (2023) § 3Tddhdle H GETdl & 3RIUI & Yed &l et &
YT JHTT & HRUN WIRS DR fedm 47|

These rulings reinforced that platforms are generally not responsible for third-party content,
even when amplie ed by algorithms.
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What changes for social media companies?

e Wifsar sufaal & foe «ar sgam?

The verdict came a day after a jury in New Mexico found Meta liable for exposing children to
sexually explicit material and predators.

Tg thaan g AfRre! § U S8 gRT Al &) g=i & Sr=eite arnh ok Rrefyal & wud o
M & forT OTHER 38 & U i a1 S|

If upheld, the verdict could compel platforms to rethink core design features.
I I8 Hhael RAIR 8T 8, A Wb o 30 g Feuimg wied iR gAafdar &=ar ugm

The ruling heightens demands for algorithmic transparency, as seen in proposals like the
Algorithmic Accountability Act.

g URERIAT B 7T B 11 3, S b TenReiie saraed sififeras
& URardl B ¢ T g

The risk of punitive damages and over 1,600 pending lawsuits could trigger costly copycat
I|t|gat|on

ST g1 3R 1600 | ARIF wfvd GoHeHl &1 iRad TET Tha menfid gheHl & -
%m%
This makes engagement-driven design legally vulnerable.

T TieHe smefyd fEwimg HI ©U Y HHSR 81 ST |

What is next for regulation?

frrgw= o m < gme

At least half of American teens use YouTube or Instagram daily, according to the Pew
Research Center.

%ﬁa%&aﬂw FHH Y HH MY APt fHR ufafe gega a1 e &1 3w
I
California is considering stricter rules, including restrictions on addictive features.
T il &R IR #5361 7, o o Ser #+ arat wiasd wR wfaey =i § |

At the federal level, lawmakers have proposed bills for algorithmic transparency and child-
safety protections.

T TR R B Fafarst 3 geniefie urefRiar oiv ara gRam Sur & fau fadgs
TRTfad e g

Countries such as Australia have imposed restrictions on children’s social media use.
STeeferT SR <=1 A gt & arRre Hifsar IuahT iR gfasy T &

The U.K. is testing a ban on social media for those under 16 years.

g & 16 ¢ A S0 MY & A & forg Tirer Hifegan ufasiy o1 aterr fasar s @18 |

If upheld on appeal, it could mark a new era where algorithmic design is scrutinised for
societal and psychological impact.

¢ Sfid T I8 SRR I8l 5, dl Tg Th ¢ 7T 1 Y[B3Td 811 oTgt TANie R fEeirg=T &1
T YD ATHTTS SR AAIAFIG YU & YR W far e
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How the OpenAl-Microsoft partnership
is coming undone

The Microsoft-OpenAl partnershi

is under strain, with cracks, unresolved discomfort. and a slow unravelling:

independence while Microsoft is hedging toward selfsufficiency, turning it into a competitive partnership

ohn Xavier

here is a kind of awkwardness
in a relationship when both
parties know something has

changed, but neither wants to
say it out loud. The partnership between
Microsoft and OpenAl seems to have
arrived at exactly that moment.

The duo that joined hands even before
the ChatGPT-triggered Al boom took the
tech world by storm.

Microsoft invested a billion dollars in
OpenAl, back in June 2019, to “build
beneficial AGL” The move was aimed at
extending Microsoft’s cloud capabilities in
large-scale Al systems that were still not
completely built. The logic was clean and
mutually beneficial. OpenAl needed
Microsoft’s money and cloud
infrastructure to build large language
models, and Satya Nadella needed Sam
Altman’s researchers and cutting-edge
technology. The partnership worked fine
for both sides.

In late 2022, ChatGPT exploded into
public consciousness, making Microsoft
increase its funding in OpenAl with a $10
billion investment in January 2023 as the
software maker rushed to integrate the
technology into Bing — the company’s
search engine — and its broader Office
suite, which is now rebranded as Copilot.

At that point, Mr. Nadella taunted
Google’s Sundar Pichai, asking to show
what his company could do with Al,
making Mr. Pichai’s researchers double
down on building Gemini. But the past
few years have been quite dynamic, and
signs of strain in the partnership between
the ChatGPT maker and the d

Turn of events: Microsoft invested a billion dollars in OpenAl in June 2019, to ‘build beneficial AGI" REUTERS

A truce was eventually reached in
which Microsoft and OpenAl signed a
of

maker were becoming visible.

The first crack
The first real crack appeared when
Microsoft was blindsided in November
2023 when OpenAl's board abruptly fired
Mr. Altman. Mr. Nadella quickly moved to
bring Mr. Altman back. After Mr. Altman
took back his position, dissolving most of
the board, Microsoft obtained a
non-voting observer seat — a concession
that looked like influence but was, in
practice, something far more modest.
What then followed was a slow,
deliberate unravelling. In March 2024,
Microsoft worked on a strategy that would
enable it to build its own in-house Al Ina
$650 million deal, the
Redmond-headquartered company
acquired Inflection Al and hired its
founder, Mustafa Suleiman, to lead
Microsoft AL

non-binding

understanding in September 2025,
fundamentally restructuring how
enterprises would deploy artificial

i i The formal iati

came in October, when Microsoft
acquired a 27% stake in OpenAl Group
PBC, valued at approxil $135 billion

to compute infrastructure as Amazon’s
compute commitments to OpenAl now
exceed Microsoft’s.

Competitive partne: ership

Separately, OpenAl is also sellmg ChatGPT
Enterprise, a product that rivals
Microsoft’s Copilot offering. This
effectively makes the two companies

at the time of signing. In exchange,
Microsoft’s former right of first refusal to
be OpenAl'’s sole compute provider was
formally removed.

Unresolved discomfort

The deal was packaged as a new chapter,
but the underlying discomfort had not
been resolved, only paused Per a CNBC

p even as they are bound
together by billions of dollars in contracts,
IP licences and revenue-sharing
agreements.

Microsoft, to its credit, has been
playing its own long game. It has begun to
offer Anthropic’s Claude 4 within Office
365, revealing that it isn’t trapped by
OpenAl's models.

In fact, Microsoft began its

report citing a exercise back in 2024 when
prospective investors, OpenAl said (hal it added OpenAl to the list of companies it
Microsoft is ible for “a itors in its annual
portion of our financing and compute, repon And with the Inflection Al

and warned that any the software maker sent a

termination of the commercial

OpenAl read that signal and ded
accordingly. In June 2024, it signed a
roughly $300 billion deal with Oracle, a
move that would loosen Microsoft’s grip
on the startup for compute infrastructure.
Rather than end the exclusivity clause
with Microsoft, this collaboration was
presented as a three-way deal between
Microsoft, OpenAl and Oracle, in which
OpenAl would continue to pre-train its
frontier models on Microsoft Azure. It was
the beginning of a pattern that would
repeat itself with increasing boldness.

According to a report by The
Information, OpenAl had proposed
capping Microsoft’s future equity stake at
33% in exchange for it foregoing rights to
future profits. Microsoft, which by this
point had invested over $13 billion, had
balked at these terms. OpenAl also
wanted to eliminate the clause that gives
Azure exclusive cloud hosting rights.

partnership could ad: ly affect
OpenAl's business. The Al company also
stated that its operating results would
depend on its ability to successfully
develop relationships with partners
beyond Microsoft.

While an OpenAl spokesperson told
the outlet, “This is a standard legal risk
factor disclosure, unrelated to any
potential IPO prospectus,” it does reflect
the reality that a company is telling
investors that its most important
relationship is also one of its greatest
vulnerabilities.

And OpenAl has also been busy raising
funds and partnering with other players
in the ecosystem. In February, the
company announced a combined $110

clear signal that OpenAl is not its Al
strategy, but merely a part of it.

What remains in place, for now, is the
contractual scaffolding that neither side
has fully dismantled.

Azure remains the exclusive cloud
provider for stateless OpenAl APIs, and
Microsoft maintains its exclusive license
to OpenAl’s intellectual property across
all models and products. Microsoft will
relinquish rights to OpenAl’s research
once an independent expert panel
verifies AGI, or by 2030, whichever comes
first. The AGI clause, in particular, is one
of the stranger provisions in recent tech
history — a contractual trigger for an
event that most experts believe does not
yet exist. Both companies felt it necessary
to restate in February 2026 !hat its

billion funding ata ion of $730
billion from Amazon, Nvidia and
Softbank. After this funding round, the
ChatGPT maker has expanded its access

The fact
that they needed to say so tells you
something about the state of trust
between them.

OpenAl is diversifying toward

The growing-up phase

There is a school of thought that says all
of this is simply what successful
partnerships look like when the
companies involved grow up. What starts
as a patron-and-dependent relationship
inevitably evolves, and evolution is not
the same thing as collapse.

Microsoft got what it needed from the
partnership — an early lead in the Al era,
the credibility of being the company that
backed ChatGPT, the infrastructure deals
and Azure growth that followed. OpenAl,
in turn, got the capital and computing
resources it needed to become the
defining Al company of its generation.
Both parties have now outgrown the
original arrangement.

But outgrowing a partnership and
peacefully departing from it are two
different things. OpenAl is headed toward
a public market debut — expected in the
second half of 2026 - at a potential
valuation approaching one trillion dollars.
‘That valuation will be scrutinised
intensely, and prospective shareholders
will spend a great deal of time reading
precisely the kind of risk disclosures from
OpenAl The message to investors is
mixed and, on close reading, somewhat
alarming. We are, says OpenAl, a
company with 900 million weekly active
users and $13.1 billion in 2025 revenue.
We are also a company whose future is
materially dependent on the goodwill of a
partner that now competes with us and
which has been preparing its own Al
capabilities for years.

The clouds over this particular affair
have been gathering for a while. The
renegotiated deal of last year bought time,
but it did not buy resolution. OpenAl is
diversifying its way toward independence,
and Microsoft is hedging its way toward
self-sufficiency. And somewhere in the
fine print of investor documents, the
truth will keep quietly presenting itself.

31Mar. How the OpenAl-Microsoft partnership is coming undone

OpenAl-Microsoft '\‘l‘l@w 39 fowr Qﬁ %

There is a kind of awkwardness in a relationship when both parties know something has
changed, but neither wants to say it out loud.

Tt Tae 7 TP aRE B TGSl Bl & oId Gl U&l S © [ $F 96 1 §, Afch Dis off
U GABR HeT -Tg! argd|

The partnership between Microsoft and OpenAl seems to have arrived at exactly that
moment.

ATSHIATUE 3R STUTT3TS & i Treer ot o It fRufa & gt i <&t g |
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The duo that joined hands even before the ChatGPT-triggered Al boom took the tech world
by storm.

I SIEl I AN F ugd € T3S IoTe M F USe Y1y B BT RS B 1347 U
Microsoft invested a billion dollars in OpenAl, back in June 2019, to “build beneficial AGI.”
ARHINITE A 9 2019 H SUT3TS ¥ T faferae Sier &1 =t e aifer aruaRt geitens
ST S b |

The move was aimed at extending Microsoft’s cloud capabilities in large-scale Al systems
that were still not completely built.

3 Bl BT I HISH NI & FATSS AT o 98 G0N P TS Red & g1 4T
31f gt kg fam Ry =81 gu A

The logic was clean and mutually beneficial.

g T T 3R TRt ATHBT! 7|

OpenAl needed Microsoft’'s money and cloud infrastructure to build large language
models, and Satya Nadella needed Sam Altman’s researchers and cutting-edge
technology.

TSNS ) 98 YT AISH S & AT AIShaite & U 3R FT3S SIPTREERR &1 oexd
R, 3R T TSAT P JA 3fechq & AMudpdiah 3R Myfew a1t ot sRexd At

The partnership worked « ne for both sides.

Ig TR GFT uel & fo oredt e HTH Rt e |

In late 2022, ChatGPT exploded into public consciousness, making Microsoft increase its
funding in OpenAl with a $10 billion investment in January 2023.

2022 & 3 T Jeoltict dot I it gafr, fora) ArgshiaTte 3 wiast 2023 ® 10 fafera=r
STeR &1 (4% sigr|

The software maker rushed to integrate the technology into Bing and its broader O ce suite,
now rebranded as Copilot.

IR SO A 3T dh-iidh B! faiT 3R 30+ IS SHTTew e, o 31d PIUrIae HgT Al
8, o =nfia famam

At that point, Mr. Nadella taunted Google’s Sundar Pichai, asking to show what his company
could do with Al, making Mr. Pichai’'s researchers double down on building Gemini.

39 THY 4t TS A A B Yo TS B A &, T 39 Meydbdiel 7 At §9H R SR
JeHI|

But the past few years have been quite dynamic, and signs of strain in the partnership
between the ChatGPT maker and the Windows maker were becoming visible.

AP Usd T Iuf H HIw! deard gU 7, 3R Jeoitidt §9H arelt ot 3R [FSie a7 areft
HU & &I 919 & Hebd @S &1 il

The « rst crack

Ugell R

The « rst real crack appeared when Microsoft was blindsided in November 2023 when
OpenAl’s board abruptly « red Mr. Altman.

UGl aRAfd® &R 9 TS 919 AISHIAIGE &I AdaR 2023 T THT T, O LSS S =
3rAMS Y SreedsT B geT |

Mr. Nadella quickly moved to bring Mr. Altman back.

ot TSAT A STeg! 81 I AU T & oY wHeH ISA

After Mr. Altman took back his position, dissolving most of the board, Microsoft obtained a
non-voting observer seat.

st 3eTHT & AU 3 IR ISR IS DI M & dIG, HISH MG Pl faHT HeagH aren
qdders v o

It was a concession that looked like ine uence but was, in practice, something far more
modest.

Tg U U1 THSIT T ST GHT o1 @t o, Afds1 anda & STt i o1l

What then followed was a slow, deliberate unravelling.

9% T1g fR-¢R iR AioHeg e T Fael § Serg= sm|
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In March 2024, Microsoft worked on a strategy that would enable it to build its own in-house

Al
AT 2024 H AZHNIGE 7 3T Qe B §9-8T139 TSATS S P1 UFI R B foa|

In a $650 million deal, the Redmond-headquartered company acquired Inflection Al and
hired its founder, Mustafa Suleiman, to lead Microsoft Al.

650 FRIG STeR B W A Yo UG Hu 3 3-UaaRI Taé &1 vy i R 38%
TRITIS GEIBT GEAHT B AP INITE THTS BT A B & forg Fgad |

OpenAl read that signal and responded accordingly.

YU 3 39 Tobd B! JHSM 3R I & AR ufafsar <

In June 2024, it signed a roughly $300 billion deal with Oracle, a move that would loosen
Microsoft’s grip on the startup for compute infrastructure.

S 2024 T 3T 3B &b [1Y TN 300 fARa= sTar &1 qushar faan, s Argsmrarte
D L SHREFAR IR 0T HHSR a1l

Rather than end the exclusivity clause with Microsoft, this collaboration was presented as a
three-way deal between Microsoft, OpenAl and Oracle.

ARHIETe & Y FARAWIIIGR U 63 & I9, 39 HISH T, SUTESE 3R 3iRed B
&9 A vehta wusha & S o v far m

OpenAl would continue to pre-train its frontier models on Microsoft Azure.

ST 3 AT &1 RN ATSHIATIE TSR TR SR IR

It was the beginning of a pattern that would repeat itself with increasing boldness.

T T UY U & Loard 2 ST 3T dgelt TuwdT SR |Ies & 91 =l e

Microsoft—OpenAl Partnership Developments

AISH NTT-3NUU3TE AEieR! & faerg

According to a report by The Information, OpenAl had proposed capping Microsoft’s future
equity stake at 33% in exchange for it foregoing rights to future pros ts.

g SPIURM & T RUIE & YR, 3UT3HTS - AZhte &t Hiaw & iFRITR &1 33% a6
HIfd A BT U &1, saat § Hidws & g1 & SHIBR Bled & foru

Microsoft, which by this point had invested over $13 billion, had balked at these terms.
TRHIIGe, R 38 T o 13 RiRrae STer @ oifre Faw far o, 3 < @ 0 ge |
OpenAl also wanted to eliminate the clause that gives Azure exclusive cloud hosting
rights.

ST 39 27 ! 4} G ATgar AT Sl TR 3t faxiy Farss gk siftar <t 3

A truce was eventually reached in which Microsoft and OpenAl signed a non-binding
memorandum of understanding in September 2025, fundamentally restructuring how
enterprlses would deploy artie cial mtelhgence

3fdd: U JHSIT gafT o IrgehNite 3R Sfiu-eans A Rydar 2025 # U IR-areadrt
HHFET JU R e fbu, R dufal gr1 S gfgwmar & Suaht & aild o gead
S|

The formal renegotiation came in October, when Microsoft acquired a 27% stake in OpenAl
Group PBC, valued at approximately $135 billion.

=i g T gafl, wuﬁﬁwﬁm&nﬁgqmm?%%@m
SIS, forgap! diud T 135 fafera= ster ot

In exchange, Microsoft’s former right of ¢ rst refusal to be OpenAl’s sole compute provider
was formally removed.

gmmm@w&nﬁwwwmﬁmmmwm
|

Unresolved discomfort

A SrgeIan

The deal was packaged as a new chapter, but the underlying discomfort had not been
resolved, only paused.
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I

Per a CNBC report, OpenAl said Microsoft is responsible for “a substantial portion of our

* nancing and compute”.

et R & 3R, siuuss = Fel fa Hemiite 39d faw ok suge &1 e fevan
e HRaT 3 |

It warned that any modie cation or termination of the partnership could adversely ae ect
OpenAl’s business.

G e §f fos FreieRt | forddt off sgea a1 gaiftd ¥ SuAwss & SIaHr R AHRIEAD
YU US Ihdl 3|
OpenAl stated its results depend on building relationships with partners beyond Microsoft.

@gﬁ%ﬁw%mwmﬁwmm$WHWHmwﬁﬁ?
|

An OpenAl spokesperson said it is a standard legal risk factor disclosure, not linked to any
IPO.

%%Wﬁw%wwmmmm%wmﬁ%
S| |

However, it shows that its most important rszlationship is also a major vulnerability.
gTdifer, I8 faaTal & b 3! Uad He gyl IaY g 3Ud! gad a3t HHERI 5 |
OpenAl has also been raising funds and partnering with otherglayers

3 HUN & 1Y TR 3R B8 Jem & off @

In February, it announced $110 billion funding at a valuation of $730 billion from Amazon,
Nvidia and Softbank.

YA H 394 110 faferas sTar wiEn &t "ivon o1, oyt Geis- 730 fafera stav o,
forad a/eH, TAdfSaT 3R Aiteds a2

Atfter this, Amazon’s compute commitments to OpenAl exceeded Microsoft’s.

TP TG A B e Uidagdd HISh e ¥ 3HfE gl T3

Competitive partnership

ufaeetares ARt

OpenAl is also selling ChatGPT Enterprise, which rivals Microsoft's Copilot.

3NTESTS Aottt Texurse ft 39 518, S AIShNTRe & Hruraae &1 ufawadf g1
This makes the two companies competitors despite being tied by contracts, licences and
revenue- shanng agreements.

Y Sl HUMTT e, A 3R IoTd T THA ! & Sravie Ufagg! 89 et 8
Microsoft has started offering Anthropic’s Claude 4 within O« ce 365.

ASHINITE = AT 365 T IS BT FaTS 4 1 &= B QAT 5

This shows Microsoft is not dependent solely on OpenAl’s models.

g feRaran & f A spidiue dad Nuausis & Hied R R T8 81

The growing-up phase

faora &1 =R

In fact, Microsoft began its reassessment exercise back in 2024 when it added OpenAl to
the list of companies it considers competitors in its annual report.

IRAd H, AHRIGE o 2024 F 30T TTHEITH ST Y [T ofd 39 STUTUSMTS BT 0T
aiftfer R & e e o5t g2 & =i

And with the Ine ection Al acquisition, the software maker sent a clear signal that OpenAl is
not its Al strategy, but merely a part of it.

3R TRATRI T3HTS g1 & 1y, U=t = WP Tobd faan & Sfiu-uans 3ue! vais Yurifa
el St IUHT Hadt U fewA 3|

What remains in place, for now, is the contractual scaes olding that neither side has fully
dismantled.

3aft S &1 g3 § I8 fdeTere o § o fsedt off ger 3 Ot ke T 18t fpan §1
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Azure remains the exclusive cloud provider for stateless OpenAl APIs, and Microsoft
maintains its exclusive license to OpenAl’s intellectual property across all models and
products.

THR 3aft oft sfoesis vhitens & fo faRiy Farss werar a1 g3 g, 3R "R Nte & U
T3S Pt Sifgd Juel R faRiv agdd 3|

Microsoft will relinquish rights to OpenAl’s research once an independent expert panel

veris es AGlI, or by 2030, whichever comes e rst.

AP SNULSNE & HTHYH R AMAGR BIS M 99 U W [a=wg U9 wotams &1 gfy
BT AT 2030 b, St Y U €|

The AGI clause is one of the stranger provisions — a contractual trigger for an event that
most experts believe does not yet exist.

TS 3ATS FATST Uoh SRR UTaeT § — UHT 3ael S Udh U g1 UR S1etRd & oy sifdyasiar
faRvs st 3T # =181 AHd |

Both companies restated in February 2026 that its dee nition remained unchanged.

QI Ul 3 WRaT 2026 § g1 b SH@! GRYTNT uRafid 5|

The fact that they needed to say so tells you something about the state of trust between
them.

g d gardT g fb 3 o9 fayrr o1 fRufa i 81

There is a school of thought that says all of this is simply what successful partnerships look
like when the companies involved grow up

?ﬁwwu@wﬁ%%wwaﬁ%ﬁww@ﬂhﬁﬁm%wmu@ﬁ?ﬁ

What starts as a patron-and-dependent relationship inevitably evolves, and evolution is not
the same thing as collapse.

%@%ﬁ@%ﬁmmm%,%mm%ﬁ?ﬁwmw%wﬁ
|

Microsoft got what it needed — an early lead in the Al era, credibility, infrastructure deals and
Azure growth.

HEPIAITE Bl a6 A o I AT U1 — T3S O & Fgd, fIymiiadr, ShRedeR I 3R
THR &1 fawR|

OpenAl got capital and computing resources to become a leading Al company.
SNTFTESNE Y SRTOR TS U=t &1 & fore Yit SR pogfear e firet|

Both parties have now outgrown the original arrangement.

QT Tef 316 7T TR § 3 5 I T

But outgrowmg a partners and peacefully departing are two die erent things.

M I ST BT &1 ST a1 5 |

OpenAl is headed toward a public market debut in the second half of 2026 at a valuation
nearing one trillion dollars.

31T 2026 F TR HIT T ATSI=ep ISR A YA Bt 3R 9 Y87 8, FoTehT geaih
T U fe g STel 81 9 3|
That valuation will be scrutinised intensely by investors.
39 Jih B! (a=ID] gRT T Sid ST S|
OpenAl says it has 900 million weekly active users and $13.1 billion revenue in 2025.
STT3MTE Hadl § [ 39d U 900 Fifra=T aTwarfe® aftha SuaTeat § iR 2025 | 13.1
faftrg sTer IoRa B
But it is also dependent on the goodwill of a partner that now competes with it.

Afh U8 THh T WTSIgR B egra 1 R Hf 1Rk 8 S sr@ Sua ufoueff g1
Microsoft has been preparing its own Al capabilities for years.
HISHIGIGE B3 aul I U+ TATE GRTarsil &1 IR FX @5

The clouds over this relationship have been gathering for a while.

39 ¥dY IR e & JIed BB THT § HSRT I8 8|

The renegotiated deal bought time, not resolution.

T-gAEd - 9Hg fmn, JHreE 8
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e OpenAl is diversifying toward independence, and Microsoft is moving toward self-
Sue ciency.

ITTLSHTS Tqadl BI 3R ¢ 6T 8 3R AHITTE STeAfHRar & ok

e The truth will keep appearing quietly in investor documents.

T8 fawre gxarden & $R-¢ g st 3@ i

GS Paper Il1: Environment,
TOPICS COVERED |31 March 2026
31Mar | Falcon 9 reentry pollutes upper atmosphere

BTed 9 U: T4 HUI) argHSd B Ugrd ST 2

Bear drift

Wild wanderer: A female sloth bear staggers
after being hit with a tranquilliser dart by Forest
Department officials near Shivamogga airport
in Karnataka on Monday. The bear, which had
been straying into villages, was taken for
rehabilitation.

Wild wanderer: A female sloth bear staggers after being hit with a tranquilliser dart by Forest Department officials near Shivamogga airport
in Kamataka on Monday. The bear, which had been straying into villages, was taken for rehabilitation. S X DINESH
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Falcon 9
reentry
pollutes upper
atmosphere

Vasudevan Mukunth

he world is in the throes of a

second Space Age, with

space-based data and assets being
increasingly integrated into terrestrial
activities — from helping cars and ships
find their way to predicting impending
disasters. For this, various countries have
launched thousands of satellites to orbit,
with orders of magnitude more poised to
launch in the coming years.

While this proliferation has raised
concerns about orbital debris, scientists
are increasingly also concerned about a
different kind of fallout: the chemical
pollution left behind when these objects
burn up in the atmosphere.

Now, for the first time, researchers
from Germany, Peru, and the UK. have
tracked a plume of metal vapour created
by a Falcon 9 rocket reentering the
atmosphere. Their findings, published in
Communications Earth & Environment,
confirm that space traffic is actively
altering the chemistry of the
atmosphere’s uppermost reaches.

The study was driven by the rise of

Researchers tracked metal
vapour created by a Falcon 9

rocket reentering the atmosphere

and their findings confirmed that

space traffic is altering the
chemistrv of the atmosphere

mega-constellations like Starlink, as part
of which thousands of satellites are
designed to de-orbit and burn up at the

end of their five-year lifespans. When they

do, they inject metals like aluminum and
lithium into the mesosphere and lower
thermosphere (MLT).

Scientists are concerned that this
pollution could harm the ozone layer and
change how the atmosphere traps heat.

On February 19, 2025, when the upper
stage of a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket made
an uncontrolled re-entry over Europe, the
researchers used a resonance lidar
located in Kithlungsborn in Germany. The
instrument fired a laser into the sky to
measure the density of specific atoms
nearly 100 km up.

To prove the connection to the rocket,
the researchers combined a sophisticated
atmospheric model with wind data from
local meteor radars and they calculated
backwards trajectories. This allowed
them to trace the movement of air masses
from the observation point in Germany
back to the exact time and location where
the rocket disintegrated. About 20 hours
after the reentry, the lidar detected a
surge in the number of lithium atoms at
an altitude of 96 km - a concentration 10
times higher than natural levels.

Natural space dust, like that shed by
meteors, contains very little lithium. In
fact, the entire earth usually receives only
about 80 g of natural lithium from space
dust per day. But modern rockets and
satellites use lithium-aluminum alloys for
their hulls and lithium-ion batteries for
power; a single Falcon 9 stage contains
roughly 30 km of the metal.

The team’s models showed the air
mass had drifted 1,600 km from the west
coast of Ireland, over which the rocket
reentered, to the skies over Northern
Germany. The team also checked for
natural explanations such as geomagnetic
storms and ionospheric interference.

As the mass of human-made objects
re-entering the atmosphere begins to rival
the mass of natural meteors, the ability to
identify and track pollutants coming from
the skies will be important. “The upper
atmosphere, as the first part of the earth’s
environment impacted by re-entry, offers
a valuable opportunity to observe ablated
materials close to their source, before
they undergo chemical transformation
and atmospheric dispersion,” the
researchers wrote in their paper.

31Mar. Falcon 9 reentry
pollutes upper

atmosphere
BTeh 9 TH: A% SHUt

qIgHS T B UG HdT &

Second Space Age and
Atmospheric Pollution

feira siafver g oMk argrsda
Uguur

e The world is in the throes
of a second Space Age, with
space-based data and assets
being increasingly integrated into
terrestrial activities — from
helping cars and ships ¢ nd their
way to predicting impending
disasters.
gfa ?%a’\' AR gIH R I

o, vigt Sfatver smuria
eﬁvww ofR-efk wrefi
nfafafimai & A gIe § —
S BRI 3R TSN B IR
fe@m I ao maT Tugrai B
yfasgaroft a5 |

e For this, various
countries have launched
thousands of satellites to orbit,
with orders of magnitude more
poised to launch in the coming
years.

& o faflrd o= = e o
a1 ast & e ot oifdiep T B
@i g1 a1d g

e While this proliferation
has raised concerns about
orbital debris, scientists are
increasingly also concerned
about a die erent kind of fallout:
the chemical pollution left
behind when these objects burn
up in the atmosphere.

51 39 Tedl U A Helta ged 31 [d1 ST 7, 981 IS 3E Th S 9] — IS
guor — &1 dax off fifad €, o 371 axgell & argHed & 9 9 SUF gIdT 5|

e Now, for the ¢ rst time, researchers from Germany, Peru, and the U.K. have tracked a plume
of metal vapour created by a Falcon 9 rocket reentering the atmosphere.

39 UGSl aR, STHAT, U= 3R g,&. & QMydwarsi 4
?ﬁﬁ.’mmmﬁm(metal vapour)%‘]ﬁﬂ?

agg;@am%ﬂ UdY &= aId Falcon 9

e Their » ndings, published in Communications Earth & Environment, cone rm that space
trae c is actively altering the chemistry of the atmosphere’s uppermost reaches.

37 fIsHY, Communications Earth & Environment ¥ U1, H@W%ﬁ? Sfafver
IarTd AEHST 1 S URdl P IWTAS! F) Gighy U J g 6T 7
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The study was driven by the rise of mega-constellations like Starlink, as part of which
thousands of satellites are designed to de-orbit and burn up at the end of their « ve-year
lifespans.

g 30T Starlink S8 ATM-BI-RANT & Fgd ITANT F IR U1, FoT9H TR} SUUR Y 37
uig a9 & SHaadra & 3id T HET A geTH Ta & g s foar S g1

When they do, they inject metals like aluminum and lithium into the mesosphere and lower
thermosphere (MLT).

e U1 BT 2, ol @ Tegfifraw ok fifiraw S8 urgsit & Auewiaw ok free yEiesiR
MLT) H BISd |

Scientists are concerned that this pollution could harm the ozone layer and change how the
atmosphere traps heat.

A®! B1 fid § b T8 TgwuT S URd &1 JHIH UgdT Tdhdl § 3R agHSd &t ST &Y
B B &HAT B S Jbdl ¢

On February 19, 2025, when the upper stage of a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket made an
uncontrolled re-entry over Europe, the researchers used a resonance lidar located in
Kuhlungsborn in Germany.

19 WRE 2025 &1, T4 SpaceX Falcon 9 IBE BT HUR TRUT R & SR AT T J

%mmwm, 9 SMedareti 7 S & Kihlungsborn & f¥Ud ¥4 ISR &1 IuaiT
I

The instrument « red a laser into the sky to measure the density of specis ¢c atoms nearly

100 km up.

T SUBRUT A SHI H o HR0f o AT 100 fbet Famg iR fa=iy wamvpst & a9

! AT

To prove the connection to the rocket, the researchers combined a sophisticated

atmospheric model with wind data from local meteor radars and they calculated

backwards trajectories.

e J Yoy Rrg HA & forg, Messdisil 3 T I9d argHS g Aisd & RAFHIT WA TSR &

g Scl o 91y firaman ﬁ?ﬁ%’?ﬁﬁ'&'ﬂﬂﬁ"ﬁ (backwards trajectories) CHRIVEIEAl

This allowed them to trace the movement of air masses from the observation point in

Germany back to the exact time and location where the rocket disintegrated.

TN 38 U & SHaaeT RIS I IR S 1 T Bl I RIF 3R T TH ¢ B A

Hee el SIgi e faafed gam ol

About 20 hours after the reentry, the lidar detected a surge in the number of lithium atoms

at an altitude of 96 km — a concentration 10 times higher than natural levels.

TF: YA & TIHIT 20 He a6, TSR 7 96 forft Fams w fafia wrwmogai ot e & ofg ot

DI — S UIpfdd TR Y 10 AT Hfere |

Natural space dust, like that shed by meteors, contains very little lithium.

e Sidier 4d, oI Il J e arel, & 9gd o fafam giar g |

In fact, the entire earth usually receives only about 80 g of natural lithium per day from

space dust.

IRad B, T gt DY Sfaier o I Ul haa T 80 UTH UTpfae ffaw € v g g1

But modern rockets and satellites use lithium-aluminum alloys for their hulls and lithium-

ion batteries for power; a single Falcon 9 stage contains roughly 30 km of the metal.

Al MY e SR ITUT 30 g & fore Fafrm-uegfarfraw frgerg ok 3o & forg

farfrr-smae Sefval &1 IUART R4 §; TF Falcon 9 TROTH @91HAT 30 fare erg gt B

The team’s models showed the air mass had drifted 1,600 km from the west coast of

Ireland, over which the rocket reentered, to the skies over Northern Germany.

A9 & Hisd A foamr i Iy g SmaRds & ufdrft de ¥, S8t Adbe GA: TaR 3T AT, 1600

it & QO 70 BRI THA & 3BT % Ugd T

The team also checked for natural explanations such as geomagnetic storms and

ionospheric interference.

AT T Y- GITPRT BT 3R AT RS FEIAT o WIhiad HRUN &1 g H

As the mass of human-made objects re-entering the atmosphere begins to rival the mass

of natural meteors, the ability to identify and track pollutants coming from the skies will be

important.
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o “The upper atmosphere, as the [1 rst part of the earth’s environment impacted by reentry,
0+ ers a valuable opportunity to observe ablated materials close to their source, before they
undergo chemical transformation and atmospheric dispersion,” the researchers wrote in

thei .
aﬁmgﬁrﬁﬁl@ U AGHSE, O TH: YA ¥ Y1 g1 ara gt &7 ugel T B,
fo(ablated materlals)aﬁﬁa?@ﬂasw_@a"@efﬁ W%&ﬂ% I Ugd [
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Barring one, entire top leadership of Maoists
wiped out from country, Shah tells Lok Sabha

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said on Monday that

_ barring one, the entire lea-
dership of Maoists had
been wiped out in the past
two years.

He said that at the begin-
ning of 2024, there were 21
politburo and central com-
mittee members of the
Communist Party of India
(Maoists) but as of today,
one was arrested, seven
surrendered, 12 were
killed, and dialogue is on
with the absconding mem-
ber who is expected to sur-
render soon.

“Thus, their politburo
and central structure have
been almost completely
dismantled. Our goal was a
Naxal-free India by March
31. The country will be in-
formed once the entire

Union Home Minister Amit Shah speaks inthe Lok Sabha during the
Budget Session of Parliament on Monday. ANI

process is formally com-
pleted, but I can say that
we have become Naxal-
free,” Mr. Shah said, while
replying to a discussion on
Maoism in the Lok Sabha.

In the past three years,
706 Maoists were killed,
2,218 were arrested, and
more than 4,800 cadres
have surrendered.

Attacking the then Con-
gress-led UPA government,
he said the police and Cen-
tral Armed Police Forces
personnel were there be-
fore 2014 as well but what
changed was clear policy
and strong political will.

He said dialogue and
discussion was futile with
some people and force had

to be used against them.
“They planted bombs in
farmers’ fields, crippling
them... I have said it many
times — lay down arms,
complete arrangements
for rehabilitation will be
made but a bullet will be
answered with a bullet.”

Mr. Shah said 12 States
had become part of the
Red Corridor (belt affected
by Maoism) and there was
no rule of law there.

Three tools

In the fight against left-
wing extremism (LWE)
three tools — dialogue, se-
curity, and coordination —
were deployed, he said.
“By using the latest tech-
nology, we carried out pre-
cise surveillance and ana-
lysed a large volume of
telephone bills. With the
help of location-tracking
systems, mobile phone ac-

tivity data, call logs, social
media analysis, and sup-
port from forensic and
technical institutions, the
Ministry of Home Affairs
led this operation,” he said.

“Before 2024, Bihar had
already become Naxal-
free, Maharashtra had be-
come Naxal-free except for
one tehsil, Odisha had be-
come Naxal-free, and
Jharkhand too, except for
one district. Only Chhattis-
garh remained, because
the Congress government
there protected the Naxa-
lites. In January 2024, our
government was formed in
Chhattisgarh, and from the
very next day, full support
was assured. A joint strate-
gy was formulated, and on
24 August 2024 we an-
nounced that Naxalism
would be eliminated from
the country by 31 March
2026,” he said.

31Mar. Barring one, entire top leadership of Maoists wiped out from country,
Shah tells Lok Sabha

TS &l Dig®Hy, Aeiard! MY Aqa gt avg 991w, 28 A ASIAUT F Bl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in o

Page43



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

Union Home Minister Amit Shah said on Monday that barring one, the entire leadership of
Maoists had been wiped out in the past two years.

AR &I Hi T8 HA S1ftra =1me A F81 & e & SisH Uza o auf # Arsfaral &1 g1
7@ THTT R o T B |

He said that at the beginning of 2024, there were 21 politburo and central committee
members of the Communist Party of India (Maoists) but as of today, one was arrested, seven
surrendered, 12 were killed, and dialogue is on with the absconding member who is expected
to surrender soon.

I2I Bel [ 2024 BT Y3MT H YR Hrgfe urdf @msnard)) & 21 wiferdasqRmy 3k Fsia
Fffa e 3, A SiTel 9% T FIRUAR g1, 1d = STA™Hr fhar, 12 IR 7Y, 8k TRR
Wﬁmwﬁ%ﬁmmmﬁﬁsﬂﬂa%

“Thus, their politburo and central structure have been almost completely dismantled.

Y UHR I UHTaegl 3R Heg iam TRTHT I3 oRe &% ol T 6|

Our goal was a Naxal-free India by March 31.

TURI A&T 31 HTE a9 TRId-Jad YR |

The country will be informed once the entire process is formally completed, but | can say that
we have become Naxal-free,” Mr. Shah said, while replying to a discussion on Maoism in the
Lok Sabha.

TR Ufhar & 3Nu=iRes 9 ¥ guf 817 TR I & gfrd fasan S, afe # &g Ihdl § & ga
TRIG-Gad 81 71U 3, 4t <18 A dipaT § HisidTe WR =i & R &gl

In the past three years, 706 Maoists were killed, 2,218 were arrested, and more than 4,800
cadres have surrendered.

frea 7 auf & 706 ATSMETd AR T, 2,218 ARWR §T, 3R 4,800 | ARF Hel 7
SATETHYT foma|

Attacking the then Congress-led UPA government, he said the police and Central Armed
Police Forces personnel were there before 2014 as well but what changed was clear policy
and strong political will.
TP BIUF-Agd arelt THY IRPR R gH DHRd gU 3514 B8l I 2014 ¥ Ugd o gferq
3R Held IR § HIGG 9, Al off 9GalT 98 U1 TE i SR AoTqd Aer-iioe georiad|
He said dialogue and discussion was futile with some people and force had to be used
against them.
351 Bl {6 $& ANl & 1Y WaTe 3R Tt o § 3R 3 RIaTh §a &1 UGN FH=A1 UST|
“They planted bombs in farmers’ fields, crippling them...
IR Tt & @t B o @, R 3 S |1
| have said it many times — lay down arms, complete arrangements for rehabilitation will be
made but a bullet will be answered with a bullet.”

37 5% IR BeT & — SRR ST &Y, Yard 31 Ot gy &1 S, A el BT Srare et
& fear smem

Mr. Shah said 12 States had become part of the Red Corridor (belt affected by Maoism)
and there was no rule of law there.

off JME 3 H7T1 o 12 IS IS BINSIR (HISGE THIAT &) BT ZR1 89 T8 & 3R 981 BT
BT THA a1 T

In the fight against left-wing extremism (LWE) three tools — dialogue, security, and
coordination — were deployed, he said.

qraudt IUare (LWE) & fIas ders # diF SUSHRU — JaTe, GRET 3R TH-ad — &1 ITanT
fobam T |

“By using the latest technology, we carried out precise surveillance and analysed a large
volume of telephone bills.

“Wymwmwmmﬁ 3R S A § Tl faal &1
RGN I

With the help of location-tracking systems, mobile phone activity data, call logs, social
media analysis, and support from forensic and technical institutions, the Ministry of Home
Affairs led this operation,” he said.
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“Before 2024, Bihar had already become Naxal-free, Maharashtra had become Naxal-free

except for one tehsil, Odisha had become Naxal-free, and Jharkhand too, except for one

district.

“2024 Y Ugl fgTR UG B ToRiel-Had B b1 UT, HERTY Uh dgailel Pl BIgehr Tael-Heard &1

T T, SN Faaa-gad 81 g1 T, 3R FARWS it T o7l Bl SIS |

Naxalites.

Only Chhattisgarh remained, because the Congress government there protected the

Had DUIE TAT YT, Fifh 981 B! HIUY WHR = Taferdl Pl Teqr fear|

full support was assured.

TR 2024 B BURATG § §HARI IRBR &1 3R AT g1 ford I Tx1 w7+ g fopan

would be eliminated from the country by 31 March 2026,” he said.

U Y YU S18 715 7R 24 ST 2024 P gH TN B b 31 AIE 2026 AP o
TeReTATG JHT R (o1 SITQ,” IBiH el

In January 2024, our government was formed in Chhattisgarh, and from the very next day,

A joint strategy was formulated, and on 24 August 2024 we announced that Naxalism

Opposition says Bill will demoralise
CAPF, BJP defends draft legislation

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Echoing the concerns of
senior non-IPS officers in
the Central Armed Police
Forces, the Opposition ar-
gued in the Rajya Sabha on
Monday that the CAPF
(General Administration)
Bill went against constitu-
tional values and princi-
ples of natural justice and
demanded that it be sent to
a Select Committee for ex-
amination.

BJP leaders said the Bill
is an example of the fact
that the government
stands with its paramilitary
forces and that, unlike in
the past, there are struc-
tured provisions in the Bill
for promotions for an offic-
er who joins as Assistant
Commandant.

BJP MP Sudhanshu Tri-
vedi said at the Deputy In-
spector General level,
there would be no reserva-
tion for officers from the
IPS cadre and officers who
join as Assistant Comman-
dants can become DIGs.
“50% officers can reach up

CAPF personnel have flagged career stagnation because of the
deputation of IPS officers in the forces. ANI

to Inspector General level
and one-third of the offic-
ers can be posted at Addi-
tional Director General le-
vel,” he said, adding that
the Bill offers a clear struc-
ture for promotions.

“It is not true to say that
the Bill will have impact on
the morale of the CAPF,”
Mr. Trivedi said. “Four or
five promotions will be
available to officers of all
strata,” he added.

Lawyer and Congress
MP Vivek Tankha said the
Bill lacked a purpose.
“What was the necessity of

this umbrella Bill when of-
ficers are not interested in
deputation and about 18
posts of IGs are vacant in
the forces?” he asked.

Mr. Tankha said as an
organised force, the CAPF
officers were asking equal
treatment and courts had
agreed on this demand.

“This Bill is to negate
the Supreme Court judge-
ment and it will not suc-
ceed,” he said, adding that
the Centre was trying to
nullify a court order. “I
don’t think the Law Minis-
try has vetted this Bill,” he

said, noting that the provi-
sions were against at least
two orders of the Supreme
Court.

“This Bill is for demora-
lising the force,” Mr. Tank-
ha said.

Supreme Court cases
DMK MP Tiruchi Siva said
the provisions of the Bill
went against remarks
made by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in 2019 that
anomalies in the CAPF
structures would be ad-
dressed and the Supreme
Court guidance accepted.

“In May 2025, the Su-
preme Court very clearly
gave a judgement that
slowly, within two years,
the Home Ministry should
phase out the deputation
of IPS officers in the CAPF
and enable their own offic-
ers reach those rank. Ho-
wever, Clause 3(1) of this
Bill says that IPS deputa-
tion is a must and you [the
government] are insisting
upon that. Are the CAPF of-
ficers incompetent to lead
their own teams?” Mr. Siva
asked.
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31Mar. Opposition says Bill will demoralise CAPF, BJP defends draft
legislation

fauer &1 w11 8 fop fada® | CAPF &1 a-ilgd IR, BIP A UHigI HTH &1
arq fea

Echoing the concerns of senior non-IPS officers in the Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF), the Opposition argued in the Rajya Sabha on Monday that the CAPF (General
Administration) Bill went against constitutional values and principles of natural justice
and demanded that it be sent to a Select Committee for examination.

HEIT T YRy 96 (CAPF) & aRE R-1PS ISR ) feidrsif &) qrevd g, fauer 3
AR B ISAUT H do 61 {6 CAPF (GFIRe Tsfafaeesm) ﬁﬂwrﬁwﬁaﬂw’r 3R
WIpTa® <aTg & RIGidl & R § 3R 39 S & e aa=1 afffa & 954 &1 9 &1

BJP leaders said the Bill is an example of the fact that the government stands with its
paramilitary forces and that, unlike in the past, there are structured provisions in the Bill for
promotions for an officer who joins as Assistant Commandant.

YTSTUT 137t = $g1 fs I [Adae 9 91 &1 IS6R0I ¢ fb bR 30 Sfefafee ael & I
T 3R Usd & fquRid, SO WIS BHIST & =0 B AT g1 et HRAIHRT & fow ugafa
& TRfd Uray™ ¢ |

BJP MP Sudhanshu Trivedi said at the Deputy Inspector General (DIG) level, there would
be no reservation for officers from the IPS cadre and officers who join as Assistant
Commandants can become DIGs.

YTSTUT |ige i Fad) 3 wg1 & 3u we1fAflers (DIG) TR W 1PS FeX & ARGl &
7T BT SMREUT 7T BN 3R YT HHSC B ¥ H AT 1 arat ISR DIG 7 bl 7
“50% officers can reach up to Inspector General (IG) level and one-third of the officers can
be posted at Additional Director General (ADG) level,” he said, adding that the Bill offers a
clear structure for promotions.

“50% HTRIBRT AP (1IG) TR dh Ugd Tohd & 3R Ub-faers feRY srfafkad
ARSI (ADG) TR R -1 81 Ihd &,” 311 &gl 3R Siisl & 78 fadus ugrafa & forg
TP [T U Bl g
“It is not true to say that the Bill will have impact on the morale of the CAPF,” Mr. Trivedi
said.

g He1 Ul 16! o o I8 [A9TdH CAPF & HIIad IR TG STer,” ot Hadt 3 g1l
“Four or five promotions will be available to officers of all strata,” he added.

Tt WRI & SRAGIRGN BT IR a1 Uie UG Suds g, 351 oigl|

Lawyer and Congress MP Vivek Tankha said the Bill lacked a purpose.

TP 3R HHY Tive fId® a=ar 3 w81 & 39 fadgs A 33 Wy e Tl 2|
“What was the necessity of this umbrella Bill when officers are not interested in deputation
and about 18 posts of IGs are vacant in the forces?” he asked.

9 SHIHRI ufafrafea & i T8 Tad 3R 9ai § T 18 IG & UG WTell &, df 39 AUSH
faerres @t T SfTa=adar 22" IgiA g1l

Mr. Tankha said as an organised force, the CAPF officers were asking for equal treatment
and courts had agreed on this demand.

ot a1 A Bl [P TP W3 90 & U & CAPF AGR! A AR &t A HR I8 I 3R
SIETETA A 39 A B WIDHR b1 5|
“This Bill is to negate the Supreme Court judgement and it will not succeed,” he said,
adding that the Centre was trying to nullify a court order.

g 3t A HIE F Baa & AU B3 & g | iR 98 Iwd 81 §1T,” 3= e,
3R et fb e SrETerd! ST B FARE 3 B BRI HI LT 2|

“I don’t think the Law Ministry has vetted this Bill,” he said, noting that the provisions were
against at least two orders of the Supreme Court.

A Tt T fob BT WATed = 39 390 &1 &g &t ],” 3611 $el, I8 aKd gu b 39
T G B S HH Y HH ol M & /AT B

“This Bill is for demoralising the force,” Mr. Tankha said.

“%%WWWWW%W%,"%W%W|
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Supreme Court cases

giia B¢ & araa

DMK MP Tiruchi Siva said the provisions of the Bill went against remarks made by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in 2019 that anomalies in the CAPF structures would be addressed
and the Supreme Court guidance accepted.

DMK WG fasf Rrar = %e1 & fadae & uraur 2019 & gumHET g 7id) gRT feU U 39
T9H & e §, s g1 mar o1 i cAPF aeeHmeil B fagnfaat oY oR fasan e ik
JHiY $id & TRl & WHR fdar S|

“In May 2025, the Supreme Court very clearly gave a judgement that slowly, within two
years, the Home Ministry should phase out the deputation of IPS officers in the CAPF and

enable their own officers to reach those ranks.

“Tg 2025 & WA B¢ 7 ¥ T I e fear i &) auf & fiaR $iR-¢R 115 W= & cAPF
# 1ps siftratival @t ufafrgfea Taa S 91T SR I U= SIS BI I Ua! ddb
Uga- o1 g

However, Clause 3(1) of this Bill says that IPS deputation is a must and you [the
government] are insisting upon that.

m%gﬁwwwsmm%%wsmm%aﬁvmmﬁm
|

Are the CAPF officers incompetent to lead their own teams?” Mr. Siva asked.

FT CAPF ISR 301 Y &1 ged 31 o 3rerd g2 off RRrar A gl
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